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 BOSTON — The anticipated 
release of thousands of nev-
er-before-seen government 
documents related to President 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination 
has scholars and armchair de-
tectives buzzing. Now, they’re 
waiting to see whether President 
Donald Trump will block the re-
lease of files that could shed light 
on a tragedy that has stirred con-
spiracy theories for decades.

The National 
Archives has 
until Oct. 26 to 
disclose the re-
maining files re-
lated to Kenne-
dy’s 1963 assas-
sination, unless 
Trump inter-
venes. The CIA 
and FBI, whose records make 
up the bulk of the batch, won’t 
say whether they’ve appealed to 
the Republican president to keep 
them under wraps.

“The American public de-
serves to know the facts, or at 
least they deserve to know what 
the government has kept hidden 
from them for all these years,” 
Larry Sabato, director of the 
University of Virginia Center 
for Politics and author of a book 
about Kennedy, said in an email 
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 The city of Washburn will 
spend $5,550 to install security 
cameras in its city hall following 
allegations of harassment of city 
employees by the city commis-
sion president.

“All three of us are nervous to 
be in this building alone because 
of the actions from the president 
of the commission,” City Audi-
tor Joan Zimmerman wrote in an 
email to three of the five com-
mission members, not includ-
ing commission president Larry 
Thomas, alleging past displays of 
anger by Thomas. “We have no 
idea when he comes in what kind 
of mood he will be in.”

Thomas called the allegations 
bogus.

“I never came in and threat-
ened anybody,” he said.

Thomas later told the Tribune 
he felt the special meeting of the 
commission called to address 
the installation of cameras was 
“staged” as a way to garner more 
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 Burleigh County Assistant State’s 
Attorney Julie Lawyer rested prose-
cution Wednesday afternoon in the 
jury trial of murder suspect Morris 
Brickle-Hicks.

The trial, set to last through Fri-
day, concluded its third day of testi-
mony with witnesses, including in-
vestigators and forensic examiners.

Most notable was detailed tes-
timony from North Dakota State 

Forensic Examiner Dr. William 
Massello over the conditions of 
Coffelt’s death. 

Massello said Coffelt died from 
“multiple blunt impacts to the head 
and the face.” He autopsied Coffelt 
the day after her death, noting pat-
terned injury bruising on her face 
and the back of her head, as well as 
scrapes and other bruises on her 
arms, legs and behind.

She did have drugs in her system 
at the time of her death, according 
to Massello, who said “the injury 
she had would have been a lethal 
one even without the drugs.”

After Massello’s testimony of 45 
minutes, Lawyer rested the prose-
cution. Loraas motioned to dismiss 

the case under Rule 29 related to in-
sufficient prosecutorial evidence, 
which Lawyer opposed and Judge 
John Grinsteiner denied.

In earlier testimony, narcotics 
investigator David Stewart, of Bis-
marck Police, answered questions 
regarding the discovery of Misty 
Coffelt’s body behind Runnings in 
Bismarck the night of April 14-15, 
2016, and his related preliminary 
investigation.

Lawyer objected several times to 
defense attorney James Loraas’ line 
of questioning over what she called 
hearsay in Stewart’s responses.

Brickle-Hicks’ ex-girlfriend also 
gave brief testimony regarding his 
residence with her for several 

months until late March 2016.
Emily Hoge and Kyle Splichal, of 

the North Dakota state crime lab, 
testified about their office’s prac-
tices in evidence handling and DNA 
analysis.

Hoge spoke about processing 
Coffelt’s clothes while Splichal 
answered questions about quality 
assurance and DNA profiles related 
to Brickle-Hicks’ and Coffelt’s 
samples, as unique as “one in 98 
octillion.”

Grinsteiner dismissed the 
12-member jury and adjourned 
court at 3:45 p.m. Wednesday to 
readjourn the following morning.

Prosecution rests
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Forensic scientist Emily Hoge examines a pair of men’s pants that are evidence in the Morris Brickle-Hicks trial in the Burleigh County Courthouse. Hoge is an 
employee of the North Dakota Crime Lab.
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 WASHINGTON — Promising big 
tax cuts and a booming economy, 
President Donald Trump and con-
gressional Republicans unveiled the 
first major revamp of the nation’s 
tax code in a generation Wednesday 
— a sweeping, nearly $6 trillion tax 
cut that would deeply reduce levies 
for corporations, simplify every-
one’s brackets and nearly double 
the standard deduction used by 
most Americans.

Trump declared repeatedly the 
plan would provide badly needed 
tax relief for the middle class. But 
there are too many gaps in the pro-
posal to know how it actually would 
affect individual taxpayers and 
families, how it would be paid for 

and how much it might add to the 
soaring $20 trillion national debt.

There clearly would be seismic 
changes for businesses large and 
small, with implications for compa-
nies beyond U.S. borders. The Ameri-
can middle-class family of four could 
take advantage of a heftier child tax 
credit and other deductions but face 
uncertainty about the rate its house-
hold income would be taxed.

“Under our framework, we will 
dramatically cut the business tax 
rate so that American companies 
and American workers can beat 
our foreign competitors and start 
winning again,” Trump boasted at 
a speech in Indiana.

Democrats predictably felt dif-
ferently.

Tax questions remain
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President Donald Trump speaks in Indianapolis on Wednesday. Trump 
is calling the current tax system a “relic” and a “colossal barrier” that’s 
standing in the way of the nation’s economic comeback. He says that his 
tax proposal will help middle-class families save money and will eliminate 
loopholes that benefit the wealthy.
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