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 � Photos: Deadly deep freeze grips North America
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 Police have released the name of 
a Bismarck man found dead in the 
snow Saturday morning near the 
Lewis and Clark Riverboat.

Bismarck Police Sgt. Mark Bus-
chena said the man is 52-year-old 
Clinton Kaseman. He was not 
homeless, according to Buschena.

A current address for Kaseman 
listed in the phone book is at a 
property owned by Enable Inc., 
an agency that serves individuals 
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities.

Jon Larson, executive director 
of Enable Inc., confirmed Kase-
man was receiving services at an 
Enable property.

Kaseman previously lived at the 
Patterson Place apartment build-
ing located in downtown Bismarck. 
Heather Salhus, property manager 
of the Patterson Place, said Tues-
day she did not personally know 
Kaseman, but that he seemed like 
a “sweet guy,” who kept to him-
self. Salhus said Kaseman lived at 
the Patterson Place for about two 
years, but moved out about a year 
ago.

Kaseman’s mother declined to 
be interviewed.

An autopsy is planned with 
preliminary results due back this 
week.

AMY DALRYMPLE
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 Chuck Benjamin usually stays 
warm sleeping in his pickup, 
starting the engine every couple 
of hours.

But Thursday, the homeless Bis-
marck man returned to his truck to 
find a dead battery.

With temperatures in recent 
days that reached double dig-
its below zero, or what Benjamin 
calls “kill-you cold,” sleeping in his 
truck has no longer been an option.

“Once it hits kill-you cold, 25 
below, then you’ve got to get out 
and move around,” the 54-year-
old said.

Benjamin spent the past several 
days coping with the cold by look-
ing for building lobbies or other 
places to warm up occasionally. But 
he’s careful not to stay more than 

15 or 20 minutes to avoid getting 
reported for trespassing.

“You don’t want to be put in jail 
for trying not to freeze to death,” 

said Benjamin, as he warmed up 
Tuesday morning at Ministry on 
the Margins in Bismarck.

Sister Kathleen Atkinson of 

Ministry on the Margins said the 
extreme cold has been particularly 
tough for the homeless and people 
who can’t afford cold-weather re-
pairs.

“My car didn’t start, I called 
AAA. His car didn’t start, he’s 
stuck,” Atkinson said.

Three people who stopped by the 
ministry on Tuesday said they had 
no heat or their heat was about to 
be turned off, Atkinson said.

Others who visited the ministry 
were in need of warm clothing or 
food.

James Conant, a seasonal con-
struction worker who has been 
temporarily without work, vis-
ited the ministry’s food pantry on 
Tuesday.

“If it wasn’t for this place, I 

Homeless cope 
with severe cold
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James Conant is living at a motel in east Bismarck, with living arrangements provided by his employer. Conant is living in the one room with his dog.
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 WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Tuesday threw 
the weight of the U.S. government 
behind the protesters taking to the 
streets of Iran, rooting them on 
despite the risk of helping Iranian 
authorities dismiss a week of major 
demonstrations as the product of 
American instigation.

As Iran’s supreme leader ac-
cused “enemies of Iran” of trying 
to destabilize his country, the State 
Department pressed Tehran to un-
block social media sites used by the 
protesters. It even offered advice to 
tech-savvy Iranians on circum-
venting state internet controls.

President Donald Trump de-
clared it was “time for change” in 

Iran, and other officials floated the 
possibility of additional sanctions. 
At the United Nations, Ambassa-
dor Nikki Haley sought a Security 
Council meeting to show support 
for those protesting in the Islamic 
Republic.

“We want to help amplify the 
voices of the Iranian people,” said 
Haley, who appeared before cam-
eras to recite the chants of pro-
testers across Iran. She said Iran’s 
claim that other countries were fo-
menting the unrest was “complete 
nonsense,” describing the dissent 
as homegrown.

Borrowing from a response 
playbook it has used before, Iran’s 
government blamed the U.S., Saudi 

Trump supports Iran protesters
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Demonstrators protest Tuesday against the current government in Iran 
in front of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. The posters read in German: 
“Solidarity with the protest movement in Iran.”

TAMMY WEBBER
Associated Press 

 INDIANAPOLIS — Bitterly 
cold temperatures gripped much 
of the nation on Tuesday, testing 
the mettle of even winter-wise 
northerners and delivering a shock 
to those accustomed to far milder 
weather in the South.

The cold has been blamed for at 
least a dozen deaths, prompted of-
ficials to open warming centers in 
the Deep South and triggered pleas 
from government officials to check 
on neighbors, especially those who 
are elderly, sick or who live alone.

In St. Louis, where temperatures 
dipped 30 degrees below normal, 
Mayor Lyda Krewson warned it was 
“dangerously cold.”

“It’s important that people look 
out for anyone in need of shelter,” 
she said.

The National Weather Service 
issued wind chill advisories and 
freeze warnings covering a vast 
area, from South Texas to Canada 
and from Montana to Maine. The 
arctic blast was blamed for freez-
ing a water tower in Iowa, halting a 
ferry service in New York and even 
trapping a swan in a Virginia pond.

At the same time, a heatwave 
swept into the country’s north-
ernmost state: Anchorage, Alaska, 
tied a record high on Tuesday of 44 
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Homeless people coping with extreme cold are turning to the Ministry on 
the Margins in Bismarck for help.
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