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 WASHINGTON — Scores of for-
mer members of President Donald 
Trump’s campaign and transition 
team, as well as others with ties to 
his young administration, are set-
ting up shop as lobbyists in Wash-
ington and cashing in on their con-
nections, according to a new study 
published Thursday.

The report, produced by Public 
Citizen, a public interest group, 
identified at least 44 registered 
federal lobbyists with such ties 
to Trump or Vice President Mike 
Pence operating in Washington as 
recently as the end of August. These 
collectively billed nearly $41.8 mil-
lion to clients, records showed.

Those clients included the owner 
of a private equity group that re-
ceived U.S. government approval to 
take over the for-profit University 
of Phoenix, and directors of Wells 
Fargo, which has faced increased 
government scrutiny after its work-
ers created bogus accounts for un-
witting customers.

Others include the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia; the governments of 
Afghanistan, Kenya, Iraq, Guate-
mala and Malaysia, and Moise Ka-
tumbi, the opposition leader in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The report’s findings demonstrate 
that despite Trump’s campaign to 
“drain the swamp” of lobbyists and 
special interests, Washington’s in-
fluence industry is alive and well — 
and growing.

“The message is pretty clear, this 
is who you need to look out to if you 
want to influence the Trump ad-
ministration,” said Public Citizen’s 
Alan Zibel, a former AP journalist 
who co-authored the report.

The White House said in a state-
ment to the AP that Trump’s restric-
tions on lobbyists were “historically 

strong,” and said it does not control 
the actions of private citizens who 
never had an official role in the ad-
ministration.

Trump issued an executive order 
on ethics roughly one week into 
his presidency that built on Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s 2009 order. 
Trump’s order banned executive ap-
pointees from lobbying their agen-
cies for five years after leaving office, 
though not from lobbying govern-
ment as a whole. He also banned 
appointees from ever working as 
lobbyists for a foreign government.

Public Citizen identified 17 people 
who worked for Trump’s transition 
team, then engaged in lobbying the 
administration during its first six 
months. They collectively billed 
clients $19.3 million.

The 44 lobbyists with ties to 
Trump or Pence represent those 
identified on federal lobbying dis-
closure paperwork. They do not 
include individuals like ex-Trump 
campaign manager Corey Lewand-
owski, who co-founded a lobbying 

firm after not receiving a role in 
Trump’s administration.

Brian Ballard, who worked on 
Trump’s inaugural committee and 
was a Florida-based lobbyist for 
the Trump Organization, opened 
a Washington office less than two 
weeks after the inauguration, 
bringing on board Dan McFaul, who 
worked for Trump’s transition team.

During Trump’s first full month 
as president, Ballard Partners was 
hired by 14 customers, including 
Amazon.com, American Airlines, 
the for-profit prison company the 
GEO Group Inc., and U.S. Sugar 
Corp., according to lobbying re-
cords.

Ballard Partners reported receiv-
ing $250,000 from the GEO Group. 
One month after Trump’s inaugura-
tion, Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
ended the Obama-era prohibition 
on allowing for-profit prisons to 
house federal inmates. In May, the 
Justice Department awarded the 
GEO Group two 10-year contracts 
valued at $664 million. In April, 

the group won a $110 million fed-
eral contract to build the first new 
immigrant detention center under 
the Trump administration.

Ballard said he doesn’t comment 
on individual clients. The Justice 
Department said the change in pol-
icy restores the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons’ flexibility to manage the 
inmate population.

Barry Bennett, a former senior ad-
viser to Trump’s campaign, founded 
Avenue Strategies with ex-Trump 
campaign manager Lewandowski. 
Although Lewandowski parted ways 
with the firm, saying his name was 
being used to promote connec-
tions to Trump, multiple Trump 
ties remain. Avenue Strategies has 
employed as many as five and now 
has three registered lobbyists with 
connections to Trump. They have 
billed more than $1 million to cli-
ents, including Citgo Petroleum, 
a U.S. affiliate of Venezuela’s state 
oil company PDVSA and one of the 
biggest corporate donors to Trump’s 
swearing-in ceremony.

Trump-tied lobbyists cash in
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 ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
archaeologists believe they may 
have discovered the remains of 
St. Nicholas — from whom the 
legend of Santa Claus emerged 
— beneath a church at his birth-
place in southern Turkey, an of-
ficial said Thursday.

St. Nicholas was born and 
served as a bishop of what is 
now the Turkish Mediterranean 
town of Demre, near Antalya, in 
the 4th century. He was buried in 
the area formerly known as Myra, 
but his bones were believed to 
have been stolen and taken to 
the southern Italian town of Bari.

Archaeologists, however, 
have recently discovered what 
they think is a temple below the 
church and now believe his re-
mains may be lying there, Cemil 
Karabayram, the head of An-
talya’s Reliefs and Monuments 
authority, told The Associated 
Press by telephone.

Archaeologists are looking 
for a way into the temple with-
out harming the 11th-century 
Church of St. Nicholas, Karaba-
yram said.

Karabayram said the temple 
was discovered through geo-ra-
dar surveys of the church that 
were conducted as part of a res-
toration project.

“It is a temple that is intact, 
has not been touched but may 
have been affected by an earth-
quake,” he said.

“This is an important find both 
culturally and for Turkey’s tour-
ism,” Karabayram said.

St. Nicholas was known for 
his generosity. His legend spread 
around the world and became in-
terwoven with mythical stories of 
the gift-giving Santa Claus.

Karabayram said that the bones 
that were smuggled to Bari may 
have been the remains of another 
priest.

Archaeologists 
may have found 
St. Nick’s bones
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Supporters of then-republican presidential candidate donald trump hold signs during a campaign rally Oct. 27 in 
Springfield, Ohio. 
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Fresh ideas to make the most of the seasonbetter
OCTOBER
3 Beyond the Book
Make super-cute no-sew costumes.

4 Sinfully Sweet
Bake tasty treats that everyone will love.

6 Add It Up
Put your fall flea market finds to use.

13 Say It with Turmeric
Cook up hearty dinner ideas with this spice.

23 You’ve Got the Power
How to harness your self-control.

NOVEMBER
7 In It for the Long Run
Make a table runner that will last all season.

8 Let’s Talk Turkey
Everything you need to know from prep to

leftovers, plus delicious side dishes.

11 Get Fresh with Casseroles
Fresh veggies and herbs lighten the menu.

18 Slice of Life
Home cooks share their favorite pies.

DECEMBER
10 Making Merry
Cooking and crafting for the holidays.

12 Wrapped and Done by
December 1
Turn gift wrapping into girls’ night in.

14 Right at Home
Make festive decor from the hardware store.

16 O Christmas Tree
Bake a forest of Christmas tree cookies.

17 Candy Cane
Stitch a classic red-and-white quilt.

19 Fast & Easy Presents
Personalize giving with handmade gifts.

20 Brunch Beauties
Try these slow cooker brunch recipes.

22 Sweet Somethings
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16Lovely Sugar
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PUMPKINPALS
by jarrett j krosoczka photos by laura moss

Children’s author and illustrator Jarrett J. Krosoczka shares his k
id-friendly tips

and tricks for giving ordinary pumpkins and gourds one-of-a-kin
d new looks.

Our story
My family—wife Gina, daughters Zoe and

Lucy—and I are big fans of Halloween.

We love decorating the house so much

that my neighbors have taken to calling

me the Clark Griswold of Halloween. But

here’s the story: While we put in effort,

we don’t have much free time to
transform the house for All Hallow’s Eve.

What family does? As an artist and a dad,

I’ve come up with a few simple steps to

make our place a destination for trick-or-

treaters and, in the process, create some

outstanding memories for my family.

Finding gourds
When I go to the pumpkin patch with my

family, I don’t just look for the perfect,

most orange pumpkin. I look for

pumpkins and gourds that already have

personality. I encourage my girls to look

at some of the oddly shaped gourds and

ask them what kind of character they see.

Is there a sad, scary, or happy face there?

Don’t choose the pumpkins, let the

pumpkins choose you!
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The creator of our story, shown left painting a sugar pumpkin, is the

author and illustrator of 24 children’s books, including The Lunch Lady

and the Platypus Police Squad series. He paints gourds and pumpkins of

all sizes in the weeks before Halloween.COMING 10.11.17
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