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PAUL J. WEBER AND WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press 

 AUSTIN, Texas — Investigators 
pursuing a suspected serial bomber 
in the Texas capital shifted their at-
tention Tuesday to a FedEx shipping 
center near San Antonio where a 
package exploded on a conveyor belt 
in the middle of the night and caused 
minor injuries to a worker.

Although the latest blast did not in-
flict serious harm, it added to the wid-
ening fear of more strikes like those 
that have already killed two people 
and badly wounded four others.

Hours after the explosion, police 
sent a bomb squad to a FedEx facility 
outside Austin’s main airport to check 
on a suspicious package that was re-
ported shortly before sunrise.

Investigators also closed off an 
Austin-area FedEx store where they 
believe the bomb that exploded was 
shipped to the distribution center. 
Authorities roped off a large area 
around the shopping center in the 
enclave of Sunset Valley.

The explosion happened around 
1 a.m. at a FedEx facility in Schertz, 
which is just northeast of San Anto-
nio and about 60 miles southwest of 
Austin.

“It would be silly for us not to 
admit that we suspect it’s related” 
to the other four Austin bombings 
since March 2, FBI agent Michelle Lee 
said. She did not have details about 
the size, weight or description of the 
package.

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Something wasn’t right after 
Bianca Shopteau injected more 
methamphetamine than usual one 
morning in 2015.

She went to a friend’s house, 
where 911 was called to report an 
overdose, according to court doc-
uments. Shopteau was eventually 
taken to Sanford and kept for ob-
servation.

That 911 call set off a chain of 
legal events that ended last month 
when South Central District Judge 

Thomas Schneider vacated Shop-
teau’s conviction for misdemeanor 
ingesting a controlled substance, 
releasing her from a six-month jail 
sentence.

After initially pleading guilty 
and receiving suspended impris-
onment, Shopteau’s probation 
was revoked due to violations and 
she was re-sentenced to jail time. 
Then, she and her attorney filed for 
post-conviction relief.

And won.
Public defender Erica Woehl in-

voked North Dakota’s statute for 
prosecutorial immunity in reporting 
drug overdoses.

“The purpose of the statute was 
to save lives and get people calling 
in,” she said.

With a legislative rewrite of the 

statute in 2017, there’s more clarity 
than the 2015 edition but prosecu-
tors remain the gatekeepers, ac-
cording to Woehl.

“I think the important part is 
we find prosecutors that take their 
job seriously as the gatekeepers in 
upholding the (statute) and weigh-
ing public safety above conviction 
rates,” she said.

‘human life and safety’
Woehl and Burleigh County As-

sistant State’s Attorney Brian John-
son met over two cases involving the 
immunity statute: Shopteau and 
Emilio Rios, who won his motion 
to dismiss under the statute.

Rios was charged last year with 
three drug-related felonies after 
police found drugs and parapherna-

lia in a home where he had remained 
with a woman suffering from an 
opiate overdose.

Johnson said while Shopteau’s 
conviction was valid under the stat-
ute at the time, Rios “was maybe not 
the most forthcoming. There were 
some issues with his cooperation.”

The Tribune and Woehl were 
unable to reach Shopteau for com-
ment. Rios did not return a message 
for comment. 

Coming on the heels of a woman 
found dead from an overdose in a car 
outside a Fargo clinic, Johnson said 
he didn’t resist Woehl in Rios’ case.

“I don’t want somebody to ever 
not get help because they’re afraid 
of the consequences,” he said.

Spirit of the statute
JESSIcA hOLDMAN, TRIBUNE 

Burleigh County Assistant State’s Attorney Brian Johnson, left, and public defender Erica Woehl, right, were attorneys in the case of Bianca Shopteau, 
a woman prosecuted from her drug overdose in 2015. A judge vacated Shopteau’s jail sentence last month based on a statute providing immunity in 
reporting drug overdoses.
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AMY DALRYMPLE
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 As North Dakota health regu-
lators continue to evaluate an air 
permit for a refinery proposed near 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, 
it could be June before the project’s 

water permit gets further review.
A hearing has been tentatively 

set for June 26 to review a water 
permit recommendation for the 
Davis Refinery, said Timothy Daw-
son, director of the North Dakota 
Office of Administrative Hearings.

Meridian Energy Group applied 
for a permit to withdraw 645 acre 
feet of water per year from a brine 
formation about 5,000 feet under-
ground to treat and use as the wa-
ter source for the refinery proposed 

near Belfield.
Staff from the Office of the State 

Engineer recommended condi-
tional approval of the water per-
mit, but for less water than the 
refinery developer requested. In 
a decision dated June 29, the staff 
recommended a permit for 586 acre 
feet, or about 90 percent of what 
the company requested, at a rate of 
400 gallons per minute.

Meridian’s application for the 
water permit referenced a refinery 

that would process 55,000 barrels 
of oil per day. However, the com-
pany has told the North Dakota 
Public Service Commission it plans 
to build a refinery to process 27,500 
barrels of oil per day. A capacity of 
50,000 barrels per day requires a 
siting permit from the Public Ser-
vice Commission.

The Office of the State Engineer 
reduced the amount of water in 

Davis Refinery review months away
 Today is the Bismarck Tribune’s 

second Mass Distribution Day, one 
of the Tribune’s biggest papers of 
the year, and it goes to most Bis-
marck-Mandan residents.

The Tribune is delivering a copy 
of today’s paper, including the 
Finder, to 40,000 households in 
Bismarck-Mandan.

The papers are being delivered to 
subscribers and non-subscribers.

“We did this in December and our 
advertisers were thrilled with the re-
sponse,” said Tribune publisher Gary 
Adkisson. “The reach of the Tribune 
dwarfs all other advertising vehicles 
on these days so we will do them 
with some regularity.”

Because of the anticipated size of 
the paper the Tribune went to press 
early Tuesday night.

Steve Wallick, Tribune editor
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