
M
1

ADVICE A5
CLASSIFIEDS  B9-B10
COMICS A6

LOTTERIES B2
OBITUARIES  A7
OPINION A8

Volume 144, Issue 051 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2018 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

 � Photos: Tournament halftime entertainment 
 � List: The most dangerous city in every state

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM/CONNECT

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Region 5 tournament 
Skyhawks, Miners set for semifinals   
SPORTS, B3 

Networking event
Startup Drinks is an agenda-free event 
designed to connect people    DAKOTA, B1

 MOSTLY CLOUDY 11 • -7 FORECAST, A10  | Tuesday, February 20, 2018 | bismarcktribune.com | $2.00

NAIRA DAVLASHYAN AND IRINA TITOVA
Associated Press 

 ST. PETERSBURG, Russia — 
While Russian officials scoff at a 
U.S. indictment charging 13 Rus-
sians with meddling in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election, several 
people who worked at the same St. 
Petersburg “troll factory” said they 
think the criminal charges are well-
founded.

Marat Mindiyarov, a former 
commenter at the innocuously 
named Internet Research Agency, 
said the organization’s Facebook 
department hired people with ex-
cellent English skills to sway U.S. 
public opinion through an elabo-
rate social media campaign.

His own experience at the 
agency makes him trust the U.S. 
indictment, Mindiyarov told The 
Associated Press. “I believe that 
that’s how it was and that it was 
them,” he said.

The federal indictment issued 
Friday names 
a businessman 
linked to President 
Vladimir Putin and 
a dozen other Rus-
sians. It alleges that 
Yevgeny Prigozhin 
— a wealthy restau-
rateur dubbed “Pu-
tin’s chef,” paid for 
the internet oper-
ation that created 
fictitious social 
media accounts 
and used them to 
spread tendentious 
messages.

The aim of the 
factory’s work was 
either to influence 
voters or to undermine their faith 
in the U.S. political system, the 37-
page indictment states.

Putin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters Monday that while 
the indictment focuses on “Rus-
sian nationals,” it gives “no indica-
tion that the Russian government 
was involved in this in any way.” 
Peskov reasserted that Moscow did 
not interfere in the U.S. election.

Mindiyarov said he failed the 
language exam needed to get 
a job on the Internet Research 
Agency’s Facebook desk, where 
the pay was double the side of 
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 PARKLAND, Fla. — The deadly 
shooting at a Florida high school 
has put pressure on the state’s Re-
publican-controlled Legislature 
to consider a sweeping package of 
gun-control laws in a state that has 
resisted restrictions on firearms for 
decades, lawmakers said Monday.

The legislative effort coalesced 
as 100 students from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
prepared to ride buses more than 
400 miles to the state capital today 
to urge lawmakers to act to prevent 
a repeat of the massacre that killed 
17 students and faculty last week.

The suspect, 19-year-old former 
student Nikolas Cruz, made his 
first appearance in court Monday. 
Wearing a prison jumpsuit, he kept 
his head down and didn’t appear to 
make eye contact with the judge or 
others in the courtroom, although 
he responded briefly to someone on 
the defense team. A previous ap-
pearance was by a video connec-

tion from jail.
His lawyers have said he will 

plead guilty if prosecutors agree 
not to pursue the death penalty. 
No decision has been made on that.

The attack seemed to overcome 
the resistance of some in the state’s 
leadership, which has rebuffed gun 
restrictions since Republicans took 
control of both the governor’s of-

fice and the Legislature in 1999. 
However, there is still strong resis-
tance by many in the party to any 
gun-control measures, leaving the 
fate of new restrictions unclear.

Sen. Bill Galvano, a Republican 
and the incoming state Senate 
president, said the Senate was 
preparing a package that would 
include raising the age to buy any 
firearm to 21, creating a waiting 
period for buying any type of fire-
arm, banning bump stocks that 
can allow semi-automatic guns to 
spray bullets quickly and creating 
gun-violence restraining orders.

The Senate also is consider-
ing boosting spending on mental 
health programs for schools and 
giving law-enforcement greater 
power to involuntarily hold some-
one considered a danger to them-
selves. The body also will look at 
a proposal to deputize a teacher or 
someone else at school so they are 
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 With natural gas production on 
the rise and infrastructure unable to 
keep pace, the North Dakota Petro-
leum Council has reconvened a task 
force to revisit the issue of flaring.

“It became clear we needed to re-
visit this issue in a rapidly changing 
environment and pursue new in-
novations and new ideas to ensure 
we’re continuing to meet our goals 
and capture more natural gas for 
the benefit of mineral owners, val-
ue-added markets and the state as a 
whole,” said Ron Ness, president of 
the North Dakota Petroleum Coun-
cil. 

Oil companies produced 2.08 
billion cubic feet of natural gas per 

day in December. About 273 million 
cubic feet per day of natural gas was 
flared.

Buildout of pipelines and process-
ing plants were inhibited by low oil 
prices starting in 2015, and now the 
industry finds itself behind again as 
production increases, according to 
Ness.

Wayde Schafer, of the Sierra Club 
Dacotah Chapter, said this was his 
group’s concern during the first go-
round of flaring regulation.

“We kind of predicted that (com-
panies would struggle to meet flar-
ing targets),” he said, but he’s hope-
ful this time the rules can be made 
with more teeth rather than being 
voluntary.

“Their feet really need to be held 
to the fire a bit more,” said Schafer, 
adding that rules need hard targets 
and sanctions with a reduction in 
permits issued if gas capture can’t 
keep pace.

The NDPC task force is made up 

of 60 people from oil and pipeline 
companies. Members are gathering 
data from companies about antici-
pated production in each region of 
the Bakken to compare with avail-
able processing and gathering infra-
structure, Ness said.

“We’ll aggregate all that infor-
mation so we know where we’re at 
region by region,” he said.

Six subcommittees on the task 

Flaring issue revisited
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From between his grandmother’s cowboy boots Tate Eckroth, 2, takes in the courtside view on the floor of the Mandan High School gym as people walk by 
at halftime of the Flasher and Wilton-Wing girls basketball game during the opening day of the Region 5 tournament on Monday. Tate’s mom is the head 
Flasher girls basketball coach. However, the Bulldogs fell to the Wilton-Wing Minors 63-50 and are out of the tournament. For more tournament coverage 
turn to section B-3. 
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Demonstrators participate in a “lie-in” Monday during a protest in favor of 
gun control reform in front of the White House in Washington.
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