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ELLEN KNICKMEYER AND TERRY CHEA
Associated Press 

 SONOMA, Calif. — The Califor-
nia wildfi res raced toward wineries 
and the historic town of Sonoma 
on Saturday, chasing hundreds 
more people from their homes and 
threatening to roll back fi refi ght-
ers’ modest gains against fi res that 
stretched across a 100-mile swath 
of Northern California.

Propelled by sti�  winds, the 
fi res damaged or destroyed sev-
eral buildings in the middle of the 
night before crews halted their 
advance at the edge of Sonoma, 
where fi refi ghters spent days 
digging fi rebreaks to keep fl ames 
from reaching the city’s historic 
central plaza built centuries ago 
when the area was under Spanish 
rule.

For those living in the huge fi re 
zone, it was another night spent 
watching, waiting and fearing the 
worst.

John Saguto said he awoke sev-
eral hours before dawn at his home 
east of Sonoma to see fl ames “lap-
ping up” 300 to 500 yards away. 
He and his neighbors evacuated as 
fi retrucks raced up and down the 
streets and hot embers fl ew over 
their heads.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Seventy-fi ve years ago, during 
World War II, on an island about 
1,100 miles o�  the northeast coast 
of Australia, a group of North Da-
kota National Guardsmen fought 
the monthslong Battle of Guadal-
canal.

“We fought for each other,” said 

Col. Richard Stevens, of Grand 
Forks’ Company M, during the last 
reunion of North Dakota’s famed 
164th Infantry Regiment, of which 
he was a member.

And even at times that their gun 
barrels were too hot to touch from 
continuous fi ring, Dennis Ferk, 
Bismarck’s Company A, said they 
just kept shooting upon the ad-

vancing enemy.
“It was them or us,” he said. “If 

we didn’t do it we would be the 
ones that would die.”

Stevens, Ferk and fi ve other 
members of the regiment during 
WWII were honored in a ceremony 
at Bismarck State College on Sat-
urday, 75 years and one day to their 
landing on the island, making them 

the fi rst U.S. Army unit of the war 
to o� ensively engage the enemy.

Collections of 164th Infantry 
uniforms, journals, photos, mem-
orabilia and military equipment 
were on display for the gathering 
of the regiment’s soldiers and sol-
diers’ families.

Guardsmen gather for 75th 
anniversary of Guadalcanal

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

World War II veteran Ralph Oehlke, second from right, talks Saturday about a humorous memory from his service in the military band and in the anti-tank 
company during a discussion with other veterans about the landing at Guadalcanal in the South Pacifi c Theater in 1942. Other North Dakota veterans from 
the 164th Infantry Regiment talking in Bismarck about their experiences at the famous battle were, from left to right, Richard Stevens, Louis Hanson, 
Dennis Ferk and Douglas Burtell.

Wildfires 
race toward 
historic town 
of Sonoma

PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 FARGO — The immunization 
rates for North Dakota schoolchil-
dren, which once lagged among the 
10 lowest in the nation, have risen 
in recent years as o�  cials have 
joined together to boost vaccina-
tions.

New fi gures released by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention show that North Dakota’s 
immunization rate for measles, 
mumps and rubella has reached 
93.8 percent, which almost 
matches the national median, 94 
percent.

N. Dakota 
immunization 
rates are rising 
after crackdown

Penitentiary focusing on reform

ANDREW HAZZARD
Forum News Service 

 In a Bismarck classroom last 
month, students learned the Py-
thagorean theorem.

They took notes and asked ques-
tions as their teacher explained 
how to calculate the hypotenuse of 
a right triangle. It was fairly normal, 
except the students and teacher 
wore the same outfi t — jeans and a 
white T-shirt — and none of them 

will be allowed to leave school prop-
erty for several months or years.

The classroom is inside the North 
Dakota State Penitentiary. The man 
teaching that day is serving a 30-
year sentence.

“He’s kind of been our fi ll-in for 
our math teacher temporarily,” said 
Rose Kreitinger, who oversees edu-
cation at the penitentiary.

Education is a point of pride for 
the North Dakota Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation, 
which last year was the national 
leader among all adult education 
centers, prisons or otherwise, for 
passing rate on the GED exam.

It goes toward a refrain heard 

from employees at all levels of the 
DOCR: 97 percent of prisoners are 
getting out, what condition do you 
want them in when they do?

Nearing capacity 
Across North Dakota, cells are 

fi lling up. The DOCR is reaching ca-
pacity. As of Friday, there were 1,590 
men incarcerated at state prisons, 
which has a maximum capacity of 
1,624.

“We know we’ll get there even-
tually,” DOCR director Leann 
Bertsch said of approaching pop-
ulation limits.

About 100,000 people 
under evacuation order

North Dakota using 
education to prepare 
prisoners for re-entry

WILL KINCAID, FORUM NEWS SERVICE 

Inmate Nicholas Belgarde works in 
a pre GED Social Studies class at the 
Missouri River Correctional Center 
on Thursday.

Rates for children 
approaching national 
median of 94 percent
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