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 ANAMOOSE — Catholic 
church-goers in Anamoose de-
scribe their priest as an intelligent, 
ambitious man who loves his faith.

Father Robert Wapenski, 62, 
was attacked on church property 
in Anamoose and subsequently 
treated for injuries at Saint Aloi-
sius Medical Center in Harvey, 
according to the Catholic Diocese 

of Fargo. Details of his assault ar-
en’t being released by law en-
forcement as the incident is under 
investigation, but the McHenry 
County sheri� ’s department said 
they don’t believe the public is in 
danger.

But parishioners are praying for 
him and Joe and Rose Weninger 
were relieved to hear from the di-
ocese that he’s healing from a har-
rowing attack on Tuesday morning 

and in good spirits.
Signs on the vestibule walls on 

Friday had indicated Wapenski 
would not be saying Mass Satur-
day. In Anamoose, Mass was ex-
pected to go on as scheduled, but it 
was unsure who would be presiding 
over the service.

“It’s unbelievable,” said parish-
ioner Pat Sieg.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A company that proposed an 
oilfi eld waste facility in McKenzie 
County has withdrawn its appli-
cation after members of the public 
raised concerns about the location.

Waste Management of North 
Dakota, which sought a radioac-
tive materials handling license 
for the proposed Tobacco Garden 
Processing Facility, withdrew its 
application to the North Dakota 
Department of Health.

“They said they were going to 
look at alternatives,” said Dale 
Patrick, a manager with the health 
department’s radiation control 
program.

Jim Talbert, McKenzie County 
planning and zoning director, was 
among local o�  cials to raise con-

cerns about the proximity of the 
site to the Tobacco Garden aqui-
fer. The health department held a 
public hearing on the permit appli-
cation in November.

“We’re not against the idea, it 
was that exact location that caused 
problems,” Talbert said.

The company proposed to dis-
pose of waste by injecting a mix-
ture of solid and liquid waste about 
a mile underground.

Waste Management applied to 
the Oil and Gas Division for per-
mits for two injection wells, but the 
agency received a notice to dismiss 
those cases on Jan. 22, said spokes-
woman Alison Ritter.

Reach Amy Dalrymple at 701-
250-8267 or Amy.Dalrymple@
bismarcktribune.com

MEG KINNARD
Associated Press 

 CAYCE, S.C. — An Amtrak pas-
senger train slammed into a parked 
freight train in the early-morning 
darkness Sunday after a thrown 
switch sent it hurtling down a side 
track, authorities said. Two Amtrak 
crew members were killed, and more 
than 100 people were injured.

It was the third deadly wreck 
involving Amtrak in less than two 

months.
The Silver Star, en route from New 

York to Miami with nearly 150 peo-
ple aboard, was going an estimated 
59 mph when it struck the empty 
CSX train around 2:45 a.m., Gov. 
Henry McMaster said.

The crash happened near a 
switchyard about 10 miles south of 
Columbia where railcars hauling au-
tomobiles are loaded and unloaded.

Many of the passengers were 

asleep when the crash jolted them 
awake and forced them into the cold.

“I thought that I was dead,” said 
passenger Eric Larkin, of Pamlico 
County, N.C., who was dazed and 
limping after banging his knee.

Larkin said he was on his way to 
Florida when he was awoken by the 
crash. The train was shaking and 
jumping, and his seat broke loose, 
slamming him into the row in front 
of him, he said.

He said he heard screams and cry-
ing all around him as he tried to get 
out. Other passengers were bleed-
ing.

Robert Sumwalt, chairman of 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board, said investigators found a 
track switch had been set in a po-
sition that forced the Amtrak train 
o�  the main track and onto the 
siding.

He said the question for investi-

gators is why that happened.
Amtrak President Richard An-

derson pointed the fi nger at CSX, 
saying the signal system along that 
stretch is run by the freight railroad 
but was down at the time of the 
wreck, forcing CSX dispatchers to 
route trains manually. The NTSB 
said it was working to confi rm that.

CSX issued a statement expressing 

Third amtrak train crashes
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Diehard fans of Carson Wentz root for the Philadelphia Eagles during the showing of the Super Bowl at Lucky’s Bar, 
2176 E. Thayer Ave.

Parishioners pray 
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 Shannon Mouser and Seth 
Paskin, of Austin, Texas, have des-
perately been trying to have a child 
of their own.

The couple married in 2014 and 
immediately tried various methods 
to get pregnant, including in vitro 
fertilization, which involves com-
bining sperm and an egg outside of 
the body, and artifi cial insemina-
tion. For years, they had no luck.

They were on an adoption wait-
list for two years when they decided 
to try something new. Using their 
remaining frozen embryos — the 
result of a donor egg and Paskin’s 
genetic material — they looked on-
line to fi nd a gestational carrier.

They searched online, mostly 
Facebook, until they found the 
perfect match: Tabatha Ballein, of 
Williston.

Ballein gave birth to the cou-
ple’s baby girl last week at CHI St. 
Alexius Health — Williston Medical 
Center, a rare event at the facility. 

In North Dakota, a “gestational 
carrier” is an adult woman who 
enters an agreement to have an 
embryo implanted in her and will 
give birth to the baby for the in-
tended parents. Under state law, a 

child born to a gestational carrier 
is a child of the intended parents.

There is limited information 
available on the use of gestational 
carriers in the United States. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, from 1999 
to 2013, gestational carrier cycles 
resulted in 13,380 deliveries and the 
birth of 18,400 infants.

More couples appear to be using 
gestational carriers, with the num-
ber of gestational carrier cycles in-
creasing from 727 in 1999 to 3,432 
in 2013.

Reasons for using gestational 
carriers and surrogates vary; 
sometimes age may play a factor. 
Mouser, who is 48, owns three spas 
in Austin, and Paskin, who is 49, 
works for a software company.

In late 2016, Mouser went on 
Facebook and found a group of 
other women who had luck lo-
cating surrogates through social 
media. With the help of a woman 
in the group, Mouser put a post on 
Facebook, and her fi rst respondent 
was Ballein.

Ballein and her husband and 
Mouser and Paskin spoke via 
Skype and soon found they had the 
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