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JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — For genera-
tions, as America’s authoritarian 
rivals strutted their tanks, troops 
and jets through main thor-
oughfares in dramatic displays 
of strength, the United States 
watched from afar, but did not 
emulate.

Widely accepted as the world’s 
mightiest, the U.S. military has 
no tradition of putting itself on 
parade like in Russia, North Korea 
or China. But President Donald 
Trump does not often stand on 
tradition. So Trump’s directive to 
the Pentagon to draft options for a 
massive march reverberated across 
Washington on Wednesday like 
the thud of a discharged cannon, 

as lawmakers and military leaders 
mused about the cost, the risk and 
the purpose.

“People will wonder, ‘Well, what 
are they afraid of now? What are 
they trying to prove?’” Del. Eleanor 

Holmes Norton, who represents 
the District of Columbia in Con-
gress, said in an interview. “We 
don’t have to show o�  to make a 
point.”

It was a critique voiced by both 
Democrats and Republicans the 
day after The Washington Post 
revealed Trump wants an elab-
orate parade this year to rival the 
Bastille Day celebration in Paris 
that made a distinct impression on 
him in July. Democratic Sen. Dick 
Durbin called it a “fantastic waste 
of money,” while Republican Sen. 
Lindsey Graham told CNN that the 
parade risked being “kind of cheesy 
and a sign of weakness” if it’s just 
about showing o�  military muscle.

The president did not seem de-
terred, although his aides rushed 
to downplay the notion that it was 
anything beyond an idea Trump 
had fl oated “in a brainstorming 
session” to help Americans express 

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 North Dakota Gov. Doug Bur-
gum reimbursed Xcel Energy 
$37,000 for Super Bowl tickets in 
an e� ort to “eliminate even the 
perception of any confl ict,” he said 
Wednesday.

The announcement came af-
ter news that Burgum would 
attend Sunday’s game in Min-
neapolis with his wife, Kathryn 
Helgaas Burgum, as guests of 
Xcel Energy but wouldn’t pay for 
tickets.

“At the end of the day, I am fully 
confi dent I’ve kept the best inter-
ests of North Dakotans at the heart 
and forefront of everything I do,” 
Burgum said in a statement. “And 
while I recognize some may feel 
di� erently, I know with certainty 
that tickets to a sporting event 
have not infl uenced, and will not 
infl uence, my decision-making as 
governor.”

Trump considers military parade
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ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Senate lead-
ers brokered a long-elusive budget 
agreement Wednesday that would 
shower the Pentagon and domestic 
programs with an extra $300 billion 
over the next two years. But both 
Democratic liberals and GOP tea 
party forces swung against the plan, 
raising questions about its chances 

just a day before the latest govern-
ment shutdown deadline.

The measure was a win for Repub-
lican allies of the Pentagon and for 
Democrats seeking more for infra-
structure projects and combating 
opioid abuse. But it represented a 
bitter defeat for many liberal Dem-
ocrats who sought to use the party’s 
leverage on the budget to resolve the 
plight of immigrant “Dreamers” who 
face deportation after being brought 
to the U.S. illegally as children. The 
deal does not address immigration.

Senate leaders hope to approve 
the measure today and send it to the 
House for a confi rming vote before 

the government begins to shut down 
at midnight today. But hurdles re-
main to avert the second shutdown 
in a month.

While Senate Democrats cel-
ebrated the moment of rare bi-
partisanship — Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer called it a “genu-
ine breakthrough” — progressives 
and activists blasted them for leav-
ing immigrants in legislative limbo. 
Top House Democrat Nancy Pelosi 
of California, herself a key architect 
of the budget plan, announced her 
opposition Wednesday morning 
and mounted a remarkable daylong 
fi libuster on the House fl oor, trying 

to force GOP leaders in the House to 
promise a later vote on legislation to 
protect the younger immigrants.

“Let Congress work its will,” Pe-
losi said, before holding the fl oor 
for more than eight hours without 
a break. “What are you afraid of?”

The White House backed the deal 
— despite President Donald Trump’s 
outburst a day earlier that he’d wel-
come a government shutdown if 
Democrats didn’t accept his immi-
gration-limiting proposals.

Trump himself tweeted that the 
agreement “is so important for our 
great Military,” and he urged both 
Republicans and Democrats to sup-

port it.
But the plan faced criticism from 

defi cit hawks in his own party.
Some tea party Republicans 

shredded the measure as a bud-
get-buster. Combined with the 
party’s December tax cut bill, the 
burst in military and other spend-
ing would put the GOP-controlled 
government on track for the fi rst $1 
trillion-plus defi cits since President 
Barack Obama’s fi rst term. That’s 
when Congress passed massive 
stimulus legislation to try to stabi-
lize a down-spiraling economy.

Senate celebrates budget deal

KIMBERLY WYNN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The drought North Dakota expe-
rienced in 2017 could continue into 
2018, according to Adnan Akyuz, 
state climatologist and professor 
of climatological practice at North 
Dakota State University.

That may be the case, even 
though the Climate Prediction 
Center is forecasting a greater 
chance for wetter and colder than 
normal weather in February and 
March, he said.

“There is not a huge snowpack 
in the Plains,” said Doug Kluck, a 
climatologist with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration pointing out that, 
in Montana snowpack was 2 to 4 
inches in depth this week.

North Dakota 
drought might 
extend into ’18

Activists blast 
Dems for leaving 
immigrants in limbo
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Governor covers cost 
of Super Bowl tickets; 
repays company $37K

President flirts with 
idea for flashy event 
long eschewed by U.S.

WONG MAYE-E, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

In this Saturday, April 15, 2017, photo, soldiers salute as their national 
anthem is played during a military parade to celebrate the 105th birth 
anniversary of Kim Il Sung, in Pyongyang, North Korea.

Elizabeth Burdolski, right, a soil scientist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources Conservation Service of North Dakota, leads a 
class of fourth-grade students from Lewis and Clark Elementary School in Mandan through a giant soil properties display during one of the brief lectures 
of the Living Ag Classroom exhibits at the 41st annual KFYR Radio Agri International at the Bismarck Event Center on Wednesday. Students from the area 
attended the classroom to learn about the many aspects of agriculture through displays and interactive activities. The attraction was organized by Karla 
Meikle, NDSU 4-H Youth and Development Extension agent for Morton County and youth volunteers in FFA. 
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