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ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Despite the 
sheer size and society-spanning 
impact of the $1.5 trillion tax over-
haul, the quickest and most potent 
political victory that Republicans 
would savor by pushing the bill 
through Congress next week may 
be what it averts: another big 
GOP legislative crash in the age of 
Trump.

Even if Republicans are correct 
that tax cuts for business and the 
wealthy bolster the economy, it 
can take time for obvious results 
to show. And even with millions of 
families likely to enjoy lower taxes, 
many won’t feel much until they 
file their 2018 tax returns in early 
2019. That’s well after the Novem-
ber 2018 elections that may be a 
coin flip for control of Congress, 

BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 North Dakota law enforcement 
purchased more than $600,000 
worth of body armor, tactical 
equipment and crowd control de-
vices during the height of protests 
against the Dakota Access oil pipe-
line, state invoices show.

The purchases, tallied by The 
Associated Press from invoices 
obtained through a public records 
request, included pepper spray, 
flash-bang and smoke grenades, 
riot helmets, gas masks, night-vi-
sion goggles, more than 2,000 
rounds of non-lethal ammunition 
and more.

The equipment ultimately made 
up a small share of the $35 million 
in policing costs associated with 
the pipeline, and state officials de-
fend the purchases as reasonable 
for a protest that attracted thou-
sands of protesters to southern 
North Dakota who skirmished — 
sometimes violently — with law 
enforcement.

“There was a legitimate, deliber-
ate plan that was put together that 
said, ‘OK, how can we do this and 
do it safe for folks on both sides?’” 
state Homeland Security Director 
Greg Wilz said. “At the end of the 
day we were successful.”

Most of the purchases were in 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Tens of thousands of Puerto Ri-
cans have fled devastated Puerto 
Rico for the continental United 
States since Hurricane Maria. 
Many have left the island for Bis-
marck and Mandan, where their 
families and friends reside.

Their move to the Peace Garden 
State presents significant chal-
lenges, including learning a new 
language, securing housing and 
finding jobs. They are enrolling 
their children in school, which, for 
these students, means navigating 
an entirely new education system.

About 40 students from Puerto 
Rico have enrolled in Bismarck and 
Mandan schools since September.

As the number of English learn-
ers has increased in recent years, 
local districts are adapting by hir-
ing additional teachers and staff. 
Bismarck and Mandan received 
federal funding this year for more 
instructional aides for English 
learners, as well as other services. 
Mandan also is considering open-
ing a Welcome Center, similar to 
the center established for Bismarck 
English learners in grades K-5.

A cultural challenge 
Juan Duran left his family and his 

hometown of Lares, Puerto Rico, 
five years ago for a “better life, a 
better future” in Mandan.

Three years later, after finding 
some stability and a place to live 
for his family still in Puerto Rico, 
he brought his wife, Maria Duran, 
and their two daughters, Nayelie 
and Karina.

Now, Juan Duran has brought 
his wife’s parents, Roberto Acev-

edo, 75, and his wife, Miriam Marti, 
73, to Mandan, who were displaced 
by the hurricane. They arrived on 
Oct. 27.

The move has been difficult for 
Acevedo and Marti. They left their 
home of more than 20 years, which 
was destroyed in the storm. They 
came here with only the clothes on 
their backs.

Acevedo said, day by day, he has 
been taking in his surroundings 
and the new culture. For Marti, 

the move has been particularly 
difficult.

“(It’s been) very sad,” Marti said 
through a translator in an interview 
earlier this week at her daughter 
and husband’s apartment. She 
choked up, explaining how she 
wishes to be back on the island, 
where her family and friends re-
main.

When Acevedo and Marti left 

Making a new home
mIKe mccLeArY PHOTOS, TRIBUNE 

Miriam Marti, front left, and Roberto Acevedo, far right, are surrounded by their family last week in a Mandan apartment and home to their son, Juan 
Duran, back left, granddaughters Karina Duran, second from left, and Nayelie Duran, third from left, and their great-granddaughters, Abdrielys Cardona, 
11 months, and Karielys Cardona, 5. The retired couple live at the apartment after Hurricane Maria destroyed their home and community in Puerto Rico. 

Over $600K 
spent during 
DAPL protest 
on police gear

Tax bill’s 
most visible 
win might be 
averting failure

Conditions in Puerto 
Rico set stage for mass 
exodus after hurricanes

Jeanette Myhre Elementary School classroom aid and interpreter Michael 
Cruz reads with Admarie Febo Delgado, left, and Abniel Alvirez Rivera while 
in class at the school district’s Welcome Center in Bismarck last month. 
Admarie and Abniel are new students from Puerto Rico. 

Puerto Rico 
residents flee to U.S.

 � Thousands have fled Puerto Rico 
for mainland United States since 
September. Florida has seen the 
largest influx of Puerto Rican 
students, with more than 7,200 
students in Florida’s K-12 schools, 
and 800 in state colleges, accord-
ing to The Orlando Sentinel.

 In a recent article about Puerto 
Rican resettlement, The New York 
Times references a report from the 
Center for Puerto Rican Studies at 
Hunter College, which predicted 
more than 200,000 people could 
leave Puerto Rico in the year after 
Hurricane Maria. By 2019, nearly 
500,000 people, or 14 percent of the 
population, are estimated to leave 
the island.
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