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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Changes proposed to North Da-
kota oil rules aim to give royalty 
owners more information about 
deductions taken from their pay-
ments, addressing a growing frus-
tration among mineral owners.

The Department of Mineral Re-
sources is seeking public input on 
updates to oil and gas regulations, 
including revising a rule related to 
royalty statements that the state 
hasn’t updated in 25 years.

“It was really our No. 1 source of 
calls that we were getting was roy-
alty owners unable to understand 
what kind of deductions and why 
deductions were being made from 

their royalty payments,” Director 
Lynn Helms said.

As prices for natural gas and 
natural gas liquids dropped, roy-
alty owners started noticing more 
deductions from their payments 
for transportation, processing and 
other costs, Helms said.

But often the deductions ar-
en’t adequately explained on the 
statements, and several owners 
expressed frustration about getting 
answers from the oil companies.

“Without the information, they 
have no way of evaluating it ac-
cording to their lease and seeing 
if the deductions are proper or too 
much or too little,” Helms said.

The revised rule would require 
oil companies to clearly identify 
the amount and purpose of each 
deduction or adjustment made to 
a royalty payment.

Oil rules add 
transparency 
to statements
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Eleven-year-old Redstar Cavanaugh dances in the Fancy Shawl fi nals at the United Tribes Technical College 
International Powwow on Saturday. Cavanaugh is from Minneapolis. The powwow continues Sunday with a grand 
entry at 1 p.m.

Tampa, not Miami, in 
Hurricane Irma’s track

FORUM NEWS SERVICE

 FARGO — Ashton Matheny, 
the boyfriend of Savanna LaFon-
taine-Greywind, has provided Fo-
rum News Service with photos of 
his presumed newborn daughter, 
Haisley Jo.

In an email to Forum News Ser-
vice reporter, Matheny said that he 
“would not release any photos of 
Haisley Jo until she was in his care.” 
Matheny has since posted the pho-
tos of Haisley Jo to his own personal 
Facebook page.

Matheny, along with Savanna’s 
parents Norberta and Joe Greywind, 
saw their presumptive daughter and 
granddaughter for the fi rst time 
on Aug. 30, 10 days after LaFon-
taine-Greywind went missing.

Haisley Jo is being held in pro-
tective custody by Cass County 
Social Services until DNA results 
can confi rm that Matheny and La-
Fontaine-Greywind are the parents.

LaFontaine-Greywind was ex-
pected to give birth to a child Sept. 
20. LaFontaine-Greywind was 
eight months pregnant when she 
disappeared on Aug. 19 after going 
upstairs in her north Fargo apart-
ment building to help a neighbor 
who asked her to model a dress the 
neighbor was sewing. She never 
returned.

Matheny and LaFontaine-Grey-
wind, both members of the Spirit 
Lake tribe, met in 2011 at Devils 
Lake High School. They started 
dating two months later and had 
been together ever since.

LaFontaine-Greywind had long, 

straight brown hair, big green eyes 
and freckles. Matheny looked at 
baby pictures of her before the ini-
tial Aug. 30 visit and said the baby 
looks exactly like her, particularly 
how she looked as an infant.

“She’s beautiful,” said Matheny. 
“She’s Savanna all the way.”

Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind’s 
funeral was Thursday at First As-
sembly Church in Fargo.

First images of Greywind’s 
presumed baby Haisley Jo
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Proposed changes 
give royalty owners 
additional information

Storm loses strength, 
shifts course toward 
western Florida coast FORUM NEWS SERVICE, PROVIDED 

Ashton Matheny, the boyfriend of 
Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, has 
provided Forum News Service with 
photos of his presumed newborn 
daughter, Haisley Jo.

Please see OIL, Page A8

JAY REEVES AND TAMARA LUSH
Associated Press 

 NAPLES, Fla. — Hurricane Ir-
ma’s leading edge bent palm trees 
and spit rain as the storm swirled 
toward Florida with 120 mph winds 
Saturday on a projected new track 
that could expose Tampa — not 
Miami — to a direct hit.

Tampa has not taken a head-on 
blow from a major hurricane in 
nearly a century.

An estimated 70,000 Floridians 
huddled in shelters as Irma closed 
in on the Florida Keys, where it was 
expected to roll ashore this morn-

ing and begin making its way up the 
state’s west coast.

“This is your last chance to make 
a good decision,” Gov. Rick Scott 
warned residents in Florida’s evac-
uation zones, which encompassed 
a staggering 6.4 million people, or 
more than 1 in 4 people in the state.

Earlier in the day, Irma executed 
a westward swing toward Florida’s 
Gulf coast that appeared to spare 
the Miami metropolitan area of 
the catastrophic direct hit that 
forecasters had been warning of 
for days.

Still, Miami was not out of dan-
ger. Because the storm is 350 to 
400 miles wide, forecasters said 
the metro area of 6 million people 
could still get life-threatening hur-
ricane winds and storm surge of 4 
to 6 feet.

Irma — at one time the most pow-
erful hurricane ever recorded in the 
open Atlantic — left more than 20 
people dead across the Caribbean as 
it steamed toward the U.S.

It was chugging toward Florida 
as a Category 3, with winds down 
considerably from their peak of 
185 mph earlier in the week. But it 
was expected to strengthen again 
before hitting the Sunshine State.

Meteorologists predicted Irma 
would plow into the Tampa Bay 
area by Monday morning. Tampa 
has not been struck by a major hur-
ricane since 1921, when its popu-
lation was about 10,000, National 
Hurricane Center spokesman Den-
nis Feltgen said. Now the area has 
around 3 million people.

Please see IRMA, Page A8
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