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ANDREW HAZZARD
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 GALESBURG — Sheri Paulson is 
waiting.

The Galesburg woman was elated 
when 64 percent of North Dakota 
voters approved a ballot measure le-
galizing medical marijuana in 2016, 
a move she believes will bring her 

relief from chronic nerve pain. But 
a year after the measure passed, the 
Department of Health says it’s 11 to 
13 months from delivering product to 
patients and still has to receive pub-
lic feedback and legislative approval 
on a set of rules guiding the new pro-
gram. Paulson’s patience is fading.

“I’m frustrated with the process,” 
she said.

Paulson, 50, has su� ered from 
multiple sclerosis for 16 years. Four 
years ago she was diagnosed with 
atypical trigeminal neuralgia, a rare 
disorder of the fi fth cranial nerve 

that causes severe pain in the facial 
area.

She knows marijuana products 
can help. This summer Paulson went 
to Washington, one of eight states 
that has fully legalized marijuana, 
and tried a cannabis oil product 
high in CBD, a non-psychoactive 
cannabis component, and expe-
rienced something she hasn’t in 
years despite dozens of medication 
and treatment regimens: fi ve days 
without pain.

“That doesn’t happen,” Paulson 
said.

But a lot must happen before 
patients like Paulson are able 
to access medical marijuana. 
On Nov. 6, the Department of 
Health’s medical marijuana di-
vision released its proposed rules 
for the program, all 50 pages 
of them, and the public now 
has 90 days to weigh in. Pub-
lic hearings will be held across 
the state next month, including 
a Dec. 14 meeting in the Grand 
Forks County O�  ce Building. 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Online education is a topic in-
cluded in an interim legislative 
committee study, which will look at 
possible duplication of educational 
services in North Dakota.

The goal is to determine whether 
some services could be consolidated 
to save money, said Sen. Erin Oban, 
D-Bismarck, who chairs the state’s 
education policy committee.

“There’s a lens on everybody 
that o� ers education services that 
receives state dollars,” Oban said. 
“That’s just the reality of the bud-
gets we’re working with.”

The North Dakota Department of 
Career and Technical Education and 
the North Dakota Center for Dis-
tance Education both o� er distance 
learning opportunities to North Da-
kota students, which will likely be 
discussed by the committee.

Alan Peterson, state director of 
the North Dakota Center for Dis-
tance Education, said the organi-
zation provides a service in some 
areas in the state where they may 
not be able to receive services from 
any other state entity.

“We try not to be redundant. 
What we try to fi nd are the gaps in 
the system and fi ll them,” Peterson 
said. “That is the role that we take 
and that is the role that (the center) 
has had since 1935.”

Oban said the education policy 
committee also recently asked the 
North Dakota Council of Educa-
tional Leaders to conduct a survey 
of administrators, asking districts 
what services they seek that they 
cannot provide directly in their dis-
trict and why. Survey results will be 
discussed at a committee meeting 
on Monday.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-
8251 or Blair.Emerson@bismarck
tribune.com

Patients still longing for relief
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Century High School’s Centahnas perform a dance routine in the Hip Hop Division at the Century Centahnas Showcase 2017, the area’s fi rst competition for 
dance teams. From left, are, Ashlynn Birst, Caitlyn Wahl, Sydney Gall, Corinna Vigness, Jayda Boyd, Shivani Shirestha, Lucee LaMotte, Haley DeBoer, Saige 
Schneider and Kiana Sayler. For more photographs of the dance teams go to www.bismarcktribune.com.

State to
investigate
educational
redundancies
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 Step into a classroom during sixth 
period at Wolford Public School and 
there are 11 students taking nine 
courses online.

About six years ago, the small, ru-

ral district — with an enrollment of 
42 students — lacked course o� er-
ings, and Wolford Superintendent 
Larry Zavada said he longed for 
more academic rigor and account-
ability.

The district was limited due to 
fi nances, and good teachers were 
hard to come by, according to Za-
vada. So, he tried something new: 
online classes.

Now, students in Wolford are 
taking an array of online courses 

through the North Dakota Cen-
ter for Distance Education, which 
o� ers 330 courses, including Ad-
vanced Placement, credit-recovery 
courses and a variety of electives.

Online classes have made a dif-
ference in some rural schools in 
North Dakota, including Zavada’s, 
where more than half the students 
are taking an online class through 
the center.

There are millions of K-12 stu-
dents in the United States taking 

online courses, though it’s hard to 
determine an exact number. An Ed-
ucation Week article in June noted 
one estimate from the Evergreen 
Education Group, a consultancy 
organization, which said 2.7 mil-
lion students took about 4.5 million 
supplemental online courses during 
the 2014-15 school year.

In North Dakota, the number of 
course enrollments at the Center for 
Distance Education has increased 
considerably, which can be tied to 

when the state Legislature began 
subsidizing the cost of courses for 
North Dakota students. There were 
students enrolled in 2,173 courses 
in 2011, compared to 7,530 this year, 
according to data from the center. 

Some rural school districts 
fi nd help through the center be-
cause they lack fi nancial resources 
to o� er certain classes, such as 
foreign languages and science. 

Rural schools expand o�erings
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 WASHINGTON — The Pales-
tinians threatened on Saturday to 

suspend all communication with 
the United States if the Trump 
administration follows through 
with plans to close their diplomatic 
o�  ce in Washington. The poten-
tial rupture in relations threatens 
to undermine President Donald 
Trump’s bid for Mideast peace — a 
mission he has handed his son-in-
law, Jared Kushner.

Senior Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said the U.S. decision 
was “very unfortunate and unac-
ceptable,” and accused Washington 
of bowing to pressure from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s government “at a time 
when we are trying to cooperate 
to achieve the ultimate deal.”

In a video statement on social 

media, Erekat said: “We will put 
on hold all our communications 
with this American administra-
tion.”

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Trump administra-
tion. Netanyahu’s o�  ce said the 
closure was “a matter of U.S. law.”

Palestinians vow to suspend communications

Online courses help 
meet students’ needs 
in smaller communities
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Year after medical 
marijuana approved, 
process lagging behind

Study will determine
if some services can
be consolidated

Threat comes after 
their diplomatic o�ce 
was order to shut down
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