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JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press 

A draft legislative bill sets the 
framework for American Indian 
tribes in North Dakota to levy 
state sales taxes on their reser-
vations and keep a yet-to-be-
determined share of the collec-
tions.

The bill, which would allow 
tribal leaders to enter into a tax 
agreement with North Dakota’s 
governor, comes largely in re-
sponse to tribes’ concerns about 
dwindling federal dollars on the 
state’s five American Indian 
reservations, North Dakota Tax 
Commissioner Ryan Rauschen-
berger said.

It also comes after Three Af-
filiated tribal officials doubled 
taxes on non-American Indian 
retail businesses that sell liquor, 
leading some to halt sales.

The draft legislation would 
forbid tribal governments that 
reach an accord with the state 
on sales tax collections to impose 
such taxes.

“What we want to avoid is 
dual-taxation,” said Rauschen-
berger, whose agency would 
consult with the governor on any 
accord with the tribes.

Three Affiliated Tribal Chair-
man Mark Fox did not immedi-
ately return phone calls Wednes-
day for comment.

The bill is the work of the Leg-
islature’s newly formed Tribal 
Taxation Issues Committee, 
which met with tribal leaders in 
August and has another meeting 
planned Dec. 15 in New Town, on 
the Fort Berthold Reservation, 
home to the Three Affiliated 
Tribes.

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 “Me too.” Millions of victims 
have found their voice, as of late, 
and used the phrase to denounce 
sexual assault and harassment. This 
week, Bismarck State College is us-
ing its theater program to shed light 
on this difficult-to-address topic 
through its production of “How I 
Learned to Drive.”

Paula Vogel’s Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play tells the story of a young 
woman who was sexually assaulted 
as a child and her attempts to be-
come a survivor and overcome her 
past.

“It is, sadly, an extremely rele-
vant show for us to work on,” said 
director Daniel Rogers, noting the 
production was in the works long 
before accusations began to sur-
face. “The production is appearing 
on campuses all over the country 
in response to the sexual assault 
and harassment charges that are 
sweeping the nation as many 
women are finding their voice and 

daring, as a group, to step forward 
and say ‘Me too.’”

Recommended for a mature audi-
ence, “How I Learned to Drive” will 
be performed at 7:30 p.m. Today, 
Friday and Saturday, and 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday at BSC’s Sidney J. Lee Au-
ditorium.

Playing the lead role of L’il Bit 
is Breanna Sailer, a BSC freshman 
majoring in English education and 
minoring in theater.

“L’il Bit is a survivor of sexual 
assault, mostly from her uncle 
who she was not blood-related 
to,” Sailer said. “As she’s looking 
back at memories of her life, not 
all containing sexual abuse, she’s 
not all down and conservative and 
scared all the time. She’s funny, she 
goofs off and she’s still allowed to 
be a loveable character, even though 
plenty of terrible things have hap-
pened to her in her life.”

A challenging role for any actor, 
but, for Sailer, it hits close to home.

“I was really apprehensive on do-
ing this play in the first place. I fig-

ured it would bring up triggers and 
things from my past,” she said. “I 
didn’t know if I could emotionally 
handle it, because I was abused, in 
several different ways, for five years 
of my life.

“This role has been a true gift and 
art form and has done nothing but 
helped me with my recovery,” she 
said. “It’s allowed me to just com-
pletely open up about the topic, 
because it’s something that’s never 
really talked about. Ever.”

Sailer, the current Miss Rugby ti-
tleholder, plans to compete for Miss 
North Dakota in June, with sexual 
abuse awareness as her platform.

According to the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, one out 

of four girls and one out of six boys 
will experience sexual abuse before 
they turn 18.

“I think we all know, in terms 
of sexual assault, the real healing 
power has to be discussion and 
awareness. And I’ve always felt the 
theater can help in that process,” 
Rogers said. “The theater is a safe 
place for us to explore the difficult 
topics, the difficult issues. The 
stage is a laboratory where we can 
witness, ponder and judge human 
behavior, and do so from a safe and 
enlightening distance.”

BSC, in collaboration with the 
Abused Adult Resource Center, 
is also hosting “The Clothesline 
Project,” a visual display of T-shirts 
created by survivors of violence, or 
in honor of someone who has expe-
rienced violence.

Each T-shirt reflects the ex-
perience of its creator, and many 
contain graphic materials, such as 
swear words, explicit descriptions 

BSC theater production to 
shed light on sexual abuse

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Breanna Sailer, center, as L’il Bit, stands on a dinner table proclaiming her independence from her family’s oppression. Family members are played by, 
from left, Nelson Abrego, Cianna Carlson and Max Rebhun during a rehearsal at the Sydney J. Lee Auditorium on Tuesday of “How I learned to Drive.” The 
Bismarck State College drama department play is directed by Dan Rogers. 
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 One day after 
an apartment fire, 
a resident of the 
building has been 
charged with set-
ting the blaze in an 
alleged attempt to 
kill his roommate.

Darren Michael 
Weber, 42, of Bis-

marck, is charged with Class B 
felony endangering by fire or ex-
plosion as well as four other felony 
counts in violation of a court order.

Weber and his roommate are 
registered sex offenders who lived 
together in a unit at the apartment 
house at 501 Memorial Highway in 
Bismarck, where firefighters and 
police responded around 7:15 a.m. 
Tuesday to the fire.

At first, Weber allegedly consid-
ered using a pocketknife and ham-
mer to kill his sleeping roommate, 
whom he blamed for violations in a 
probation search the night before, 

Apartment resident charged: ‘I’ll just kill him’

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Police and fire officials responded to this apartment house, where Darren 
Weber allegedly started a fire in an attempt to kill his roommate.

SAM EASTER
Forum News Service 

 WASHINGTON — Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp, D-N.D., called for the 
resignation of Sen. Al Franken, 
D-Minn., on Wednesday, joining 
the morning surge of Democrats 
who began demanding Franken 
step down after reports of a sev-
enth woman accusing him of in-
appropriate conduct.

“We must commit to zero 
tolerance,” Heitkamp wrote 
on Twitter. “Which is where 
I believe we as a country and 
Congress should be — and that 
means Senator Franken should 
step down.”

Heitkamp’s statement was 
posted shortly after a wave of 
Democratic senators began call-
ing for Franken to step down. 

Heitkamp 
joins call for 
Franken to 
step down

ADVICE C3
CLASSIFIEDS  C5, C6
COMICS C4

LOTTERIES B2
OBITUARIES  A3
OPINION A4

Volume 143, Issue 341 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2017 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

 � Bismarck-Mandan’s favorite breakfast and brunch spots – ranked
 � What was the most popular baby name the year you were born?

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM/CONNECT

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Girls basketball
Metz reflects on Century’s 
season opener   SPORTS, D1

A warm welcome
New Department of Trust Lands  
commissioner attends first meeting   DAKOTA, B1

 MOSTLY CLOUDY 32 • 26 FORECAST,  B4 | ThuRSdAY, dECEMbER 7, 2017 | bismarcktribune.com | $2

If you go
What: “How I Learned to Drive”

When: 7:30 p.m. Today, Friday and 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday

Where: Sidney J. Lee Auditorium

Tickets: www.bsctheatre.com

Man faces serious 
charges following a 
bizarre turn of events

Weber

Minnesota senator 
faces seventh claim  
of sexual harassment
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