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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 As community leaders work on 
a long-term plan for housing the 
homeless, Bismarck’s mayor is 
calling for the facility to also focus 
on intoxication management.

During a recent Bismarck City 
Commission meeting, Mayor Mike 
Seminary said the city has a need 
for emergency housing and a bet-
ter way for responding to police or 
emergency room calls for people 
who are intoxicated.

“We need a facility where we can 
appropriately and with heartfelt 
delivery systems deal with intox-
ication management,” Seminary 
said. “That is not what’s happen-
ing now.”

When police respond to a call 
for an intoxicated person, o�  cers 
fi rst try to fi nd family or friends 
who will care for the person, said 
Deputy Chief Randy Ziegler of the 
Bismarck Police Department.

If police are unable to fi nd some-
one and the person is incoherent, 
two o�  cers will take the individual 
to an emergency room for an exam.

“Our o�  cers have to sit there 
and wait until they can see a doc-
tor,” Ziegler said. “The whole pro-
cess just takes a long time and that 
keeps our o�  cers o�  the streets.”

Dr. Chris Meeker, vice president 
for medicine at Sanford Health in 
Bismarck, said individuals may be 
admitted to the hospital if they 
have other medical conditions or if 
they are having severe withdrawal 
symptoms.

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 A former Mandan student 
sentenced to eight years in state 
prison after driving drunk and 
killing three of his friends spoke 
to teens at Mandan High School 
on Tuesday.

“I want to stop you guys from 
making the same decision I did. 
I want you to learn from my mis-
take,” said Taylor Berhow, 29.

Berhow gave about a 40-min-

ute presentation to a room packed 
with students, teachers, sta�  
and administrators about his life 
and the events leading to Oct. 
29, 2011, or what he described 
as “the day (his) life was turned 
upside down.”

He wore a button-down shirt 
and spoke calmly and with asser-
tion to the audience. Part of the 
prison sentence requires that he 
speak about his decision to drive 
drunk and how it has impacted his 
life and others’ lives.

“Every single decision you make 
in life has a ripple e� ect,” he told 
them.

‘You’re not invincible’
TOM STROMME PHOTOS, TRIBUNE 

Mandan High School graduate Taylor Berhow, right, speaks to students at Mandan High School on Tuesday afternoon about drinking and driving and its 
consequences. 
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RYAN NAKASHIMA AND MICHAEL LIEDTKE
Associated Press 

 MENLO PARK, Calif. — The 
chairman of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission set out Tuesday 
to scrap rules around open internet 
access, a move that would allow gi-
ant cable and telecom companies to 
throttle broadband speeds and favor 

their own services if they wish.
Ajit Pai followed through on a 

pledge to try to repeal “net neutral-
ity” regulations enacted under the 
Obama administration. The current 
rules treat internet service providers 
such as Comcast, AT&T and Veri-
zon as if they were utility companies 
that provide essential services, like 
electricity. The rules mandate that 
they give equal access to all online 
content and apps.

Pai said those rules discourage in-
vestments that could provide even 
better and faster online access. In-

stead, he said new 
rules would force 
ISPs to be transpar-
ent about their ser-
vices and manage-
ment policies, and 
then would let the 
market decide.

“Under my pro-
posal, the federal 

government will stop microman-
aging the internet,” Pai said in a 
statement.

Pai distributed his alternative plan 
to other FCC commissioners Tues-

day in preparation for a Dec. 14 vote. 
Pai promised to release his entire 
proposal today. Although the FCC’s 
two Democrats said they will oppose 
the proposal, the repeal is likely to 
prevail as Republicans dominate 
3-2. The vote for net neutrality in 
2015 also was along party lines, but 
Democrats dominated then.

“The partisan politics around 
the inappropriately named ‘net 
neutrality’ rules need to stop,” Rep. 
Kevin Cramer said in a statement 
issued Tuesday. “There’s nothing 
‘neutral’ about an unelected federal 

agency unilaterally taking author-
ity over an entire industry. On the 
contrary, this anti-freedom, gov-
ernment-knows-best rule was an-
other Washington power grab that 
stifl ed investment of our internet 
industry and punished internet 
providers, both small and large, for 
doing nothing wrong.”

Equal treatment for all web tra�  c 
has been a fundamental principle of 
the internet since its creation, but 
companies have increasingly put 

‘Net neutrality’ in FCC’s sights
Chairman sets out 
to repeal regulations 
around open internet
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 A tree on Third Street Southeast in Mandan has been a roadside shrine 
since 2011 when three young men died when their vehicle struck the tree.

Mayor says to explore 
center for homeless, 
intoxication guidance
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