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 WASHINGTON — Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke bristled 
Tuesday under questioning 
by Democrats about his travel 
spending as the Trump ad-
ministration seeks deep cuts 
to conservation programs 
and fee increases at national 
parks.

Zinke testified before a 
Senate committee about the 
agency’s proposed $11.7 bil-
lion budget for 2019.

He has proposed doubling 
entry fees during peak sea-
sons at some of the nation’s 
most popular national parks 
to help make up for an $11 bil-
lion backlog in needed main-
tenance. Meanwhile, he has 
proposed cutting royalty fees 

paid by energy companies to 
drill for oil and natural gas on 
public lands.

The former Navy SEAL 
flashed with anger when 
the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee’s rank-
ing Democrat pressed him 
on whether he could justify 
increasing access fees for 
working Americans when he 
has been spending taxpayer 
money on chartered airplane 
flights. Sen. Maria Cantwell 
of Washington asked Zinke 
if it was a mistake for him to 
spend $12,375 on a late-night 
trip in June from Las Vegas to 
his home state of Montana on 
a private jet.

“Well, first, insults and 
innuendos are misleading. I 
never took a private jet any-
where,” Zinke said, adding 

that all three flights he had 
taken on private planes as sec-
retary were on aircraft driven 
by propellers, not jet engines.

At Tuesday’s hearing, 
Zinke also defended recent 
and proposed increases to 
national park entrance fees. 
Currently, the Park Service 
charges per vehicle entry fees 
of $25 or $30 to enter the bus-
iest national parks, including 
Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, 
Yosemite and Zion.

Zinke has proposed fee 
hikes of up to $70 per vehicle.

“When you give discounted 
or free passes to elderly, 
fourth graders, veterans, dis-
abled, and you do it by the 
carload, there’s not a whole 
lot of people who actually pay 
at our front door,” Zinke said. 
“So, we’re looking at ways to 

make sure we have more rev-
enue in the front door of our 
parks themselves.”

Members of the military 
on active duty can receive a 
free annual pass to the park 
system, as can disabled vet-
erans. Asked by Cantwell if he 
was seriously proposing im-
posing new fees on veterans, 
Zinke said no, but left open 
the possibility that others in 
the car with them might get 
charged a fee.

“Basically, one person with 
a pass, everyone in that car 
comes in free,” he said. “Now, 
whether or not that’s correct, 
we’re looking at it.”

The Park Service increased 
the cost of a lifetime pass for 
seniors last year from $10 to 
$80. An annual pass costs 
non-seniors $80 a year.

Zinke defends hiking park fees
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 LOS ANGELES — A grand-
son of cult leader Charles 
Manson won the bizarre Cal-
ifornia court battle Monday 
over the killer’s body.

Kern County Superior 
Court Commissioner Alisa 
Knight ruled that Jason Free-
man can retrieve Manson’s 
remains, which have been on 
ice in the Bakersfield morgue 
since he died in November.

Freeman didn’t immedi-
ately comment but previ-
ously said he would cremate 
and spread the ashes of Man-
son and put to rest “this so-
called monster, this histori-
cal figure that shouldn’t have 
been blown up as big as it was 
for all these years.”

Manson died in a hospital 
in Bakersfield while serving a 
life sentence for orchestrat-
ing the 1969 killings of preg-
nant actress Sharon Tate and 
eight others. He was 83.

The fight over his corpse 
devolved into a circus of sorts 
with friends filing competing 
wills purportedly signed by 
the infamous inmate while 
kin began to come out of the 
woodwork to also stake a 
claim to the killer’s body and 
an estate that could include 
lucrative rights to songs 
Manson wrote or to license 
his image and other material.

While the decision clears 
the way for Manson to be 
cremated or buried, the bat-
tle for the body foreshadows 
what lies ahead as the same 
competing camps wrestle for 
control of the estate.

The case in Kern County 
was brought by the coroner’s 
office, which said it wanted 
to quickly resolve the matter 
because bodies were piling 
up at the morgue from the 
methamphetamine and opi-
oid epidemics.

The three-way fight for the 
body was between Freeman, 
Michael Brunner, a man who 
said he was fathered by Man-
son, and Michael Channels, 
a pen pal who collected and 
sold Manson memorabilia 
and filed what he said was 
the cult leader’s will.

The three all tried to cast 
doubt on the authenticity of 
the competing claims and 
Freeman largely won out be-
cause of deficiencies with the 
other petitions.

Knight said the will sub-
mitted by Channels was 
problematic, in part, be-
cause he was one of the two 
witnesses while also sole 
beneficiary. It was also am-
biguous about what would 
be done with Manson’s 
body other than for Chan-
nels to use his judgment as  
executor.

“All I wanted to do was take 
the dude’s ashes and dump 
them in the desert where 
he wanted,” said Channels, 
who said he was more upset 
that Freeman prevailed over 
Brunner, who he believes is 
Manson’s legitimate son. 

Manson’s 
grandson 
wins battle 
for remains

NATION

BISMARCK • FARGO • JAMESTOWN

“ZIMMERMAN’S WILL ALWAYS SAVE YOU MONEY!”

Visit our website at
www.zimmermansfurniture.com

SPRING CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION EVENT

Don’t miss this huge,
money-saving event! Check

out our flyer in today’s
paper and find coupons
and amazing deals!

IN
TODAY’S
PAPER!

052000-00217 2/18

When they are healthy or when they need us most, Sanford
Children’s is here for your family with the latest and most

advanced services and treatment options. We give you access to
more than 250 pediatric experts in 35 specialty areas, including

the region’s only pediatric oncologist, all just a call away.

To learn more, call (701) 323-KIDS or visit
childrens.sanfordhealth.org.
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