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 WASHINGTON — Pressure 
mounted on White House chief 
of staff John Kelly on Thursday as 
questions swirled about his defense 
of a senior aide he fought to keep in 
a highly sensitive West Wing job de-
spite accusations of spousal abuse 
from two ex-wives.

White House staff secretary Rob 
Porter, a member of President Don-
ald Trump’s inner circle and arguably 
Kelly’s closest aide, cleaned out his 
desk on Thursday. But the aftershocks 

of his resignation reverberated amid 
concerns about his access to classified 
information.

Kelly himself faced criticism for 
defending Porter only 
to belatedly reverse 
course hours after 
the publication of 
photos showing one 
of the ex-wives with 
a black eye.

“It’s fair to say we 
all could have done 
better over the last 

few hours or last few days in dealing 
with this situation,” said White House 
deputy press secretary Raj Shah, who 
faced a barrage of questions about 
Kelly during a press briefing.

Though the allegations against 
Porter became public this week, Kelly 
had previously been given an indica-

tion that something was amiss with 
the staff secretary’s attempts to get 
a security clearance, according to an 
administration official who insisted 
on anonymity to discuss internal 
matters.

The chief of staff had sought infor-
mation about the status of security 
clearance applications for top aides, 
and it was then he learned there were 
allegations against Porter from his ex-
wives, said the official.

But when the allegations first 
emerged against Porter, a number 
of senior aides rallied around him. 
Kelly was Porter’s loudest defender, 
including in the first hours after the 
photos of alleged abuse emerged. 
Only later did the chief of staff, who 
had argued for Porter to keep his 
post, release a second statement in 
which he said he supported Porter’s 

resignation.
Shah said that Trump was not 

aware until Tuesday of the accusa-
tions against Porter, who was a fre-
quent presence in the Oval Office 
and helped craft last week’s State of 
the Union address.

A number of lawmakers criticized 
Kelly, and a leading women’s group 
called for the chief of staff to resign. 
The president, for his part, has not 
signaled to allies that he is on the verge 
of making a change. But his frustra-
tion with Kelly has grown in recent 
weeks.

Though Trump frequently vents 
about senior aides, he is often loath 
to fire staffers. A dismissal of Kelly 
would surely revive the narrative of a 
White House in crisis as it faces the 
ongoing Russia probe and the mid-
term elections.

Staff chief under fireImmigrant troops 
won’t be deported

WASHINGTON — The nearly 
850 immigrants serving in the 
military or waiting to start ba-
sic training won’t face deporta-
tion despite the ongoing federal 
wrangling over the fate of people 
who came to America illegally as 
children, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis said Thursday.

Mattis said he spoke with 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen earlier Thursday 
in what he described as a “con-
firming call” and was told that 
those military members and all 
veterans who were honorably dis-
charged will be safe unless they 
have committed a serious felony 
or a judge had issued a specific 
deportation order for them.

Leaders won’t meet 
deadline on map

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Repub-
lican leaders in the Pennsylva-
nia Legislature said Thursday 
they would not be able to meet a 
court-ordered deadline to hold a 
vote on a replacement map for the 
state’s congressional districts, 
but that they still hoped to de-
velop a plan in the coming days.

Aides to the top-ranking GOP 
lawmakers, House Speaker Mike 
Turzai and Senate President Pro 
Tempore Joe Scarnati, said they 
may send Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf a map by Friday’s deadline 
without a vote in either chamber, 
and then attempt to pass it as leg-
islation in the following days.

BRIEFLY
CANADA: Police in Toronto have 
recovered the remains of at least 
six people from planters on a 
property connected to alleged 
serial killer Bruce McArthur, of-
ficials said Thursday. Detective 
Sgt. Hank Idsinga said the re-
mains, found on property McAr-
thur used as storage in exchange 
for doing the landscaping, in-
cluded some from one of the five 
men McArthur is already charged 
with killing, Andrew Kinsman.

BALTIMORE POLICE: Jurors 
started deliberating Thursday in 
a case involving one of the worst 
U.S. police corruption scandals 
in recent memory after hearing 
nearly three weeks of testimony 
from drug dealers, a crooked bail 
bondsman and disgraced Bal-
timore detectives who detailed 
astonishing levels of police mis-
conduct. The two detectives on 
trial face robbery, extortion and 
racketeering charges that could 
land them up to life in prison if 
convicted.

TRANSGENDER TEACHING: South 
Dakota lawmakers will consider 
banning public school teaching 
on gender identity in elementary 
and middle schools, a push that 
critics said targets transgender 
students in the same way some 
states limit the positive por-
trayal of homosexuality in the 
classroom.

VENEZUELA: The Venezuelan 
government’s decision to plow 
ahead with early presidential 
elections over the objections of 
the opposition risks spurring 
more international sanctions 
and exacerbating an economic 
and social crisis driving increas-
ing numbers of Venezuelans 
into exile, analysts said Thurs-
day. Opposition politicians were 
meeting the day after officials 
announced the April 22 vote, de-
ciding whether to challenge so-
cialist President Nicolas Maduro 
in an election that several foreign 
nations have already vowed not to 
recognize — or to boycott it.

ASTEROID: Another asteroid is 
headed our way — the second 
this week — but there’s no need 
to worry. The newly discov-
ered space rock will pass within 
39,000 miles of Earth on Friday 
afternoon. Designated 2018 CB, 
the asteroid is an estimated 50 
feet to 130 feet in size.

DOCTOR ASSAULT: A man who 
tried to attack former sports 
doctor Larry Nassar in a Michi-
gan courtroom is thanking people 
who donated $31,000 online but 
says he doesn’t want the money. 
Randy Margraves says refunds 
are available. After March 9, any 
money in the GoFundMe account 
will be donated to groups that 
help victims of physical abuse.

— Associated Press
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Vice President Mike Pence waves upon his arrival Thursday at Osan air base in Pyeongtaek, South Korea.
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 SEOUL, South Korea — Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence is trying to counter 
North Korean “propaganda” around 
the Winter Olympics with his own 
symbolism and rhetoric, shining 
a spotlight on the North’s nuclear 
weapons program and human rights 
abuses.

Meanwhile, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un presided over an extrav-
agant military parade in Pyongyang’s 
Kim Il Sung Square on Thursday, 
grabbing the spotlight on the eve of 

the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
in South Korea to thumb his nose at 
Washington while making a point of 
showing off his new-found restraint 
toward Seoul.

The parade itself 
had been anticipated 
for weeks. North Ko-
rea announced last 
month that it would 
hold a big event to 
mark the 70th anni-
versary of the found-
ing of its military.

But instead of 
broadcasting the morning event live, 
North Korean television aired an ed-
ited version later in the day, giving it 
a somewhat lower profile than ex-
pected. The parade was also shorter 
and featured fewer missiles than the 

previous one, which was held in April 
last year and unveiled five new kinds 
of missiles — surprising analysts and 
generating headlines worldwide.

Pence, who will lead the U.S. del-
egation to the games’ opening cer-
emonies on Friday, met Thursday 
with South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in to press for a more clear-eyed 
approach toward the nuclear-armed 
neighbor to the north. Moon has 
looked at the games as an opportu-
nity to pursue a diplomatic opening 
with North Korea — a move the vice 
president cautioned against.

Pence avoided public criticism of 
Moon, congratulating South Korea 
on hosting the games and pledging 
continued support in addressing the 
North’s nuclear threat. 

But privately, officials said, Pence 

expressed concern to Moon about his 
more conciliatory tone toward North 
Korea.

Moon, for his part, took the oppor-
tunity to highlight the visit of North 
Korean officials to the global com-
petition, referring to the “Olympic 
Games of peace.” 

The games will be attended by 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
sister and other senior officials. And 
female ice hockey players from both 
Koreas will compete as one team.

Eager to put a reality check on the 
thaw in relations, Pence will meet 
this morning with North Korean 
defectors and pay respects at the 
Cheonan Memorial in Seoul, which 
honors the 46 South Korean sailors 
killed in a 2010 torpedo attack at-
tributed to the North.

Pence fights ‘propaganda’

MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Partisan spar-
ring over the Russia investigation is 
causing chaos on the traditionally bi-
partisan House intelligence commit-
tee — with the panel now planning 
to build a wall to separate Republican 
and Democratic staff who have long 
sat side by side.

A senior Republican on the com-
mittee, Florida Rep. Tom Rooney, 
said Thursday that he thinks the 
committee is “poison” right now, 
characterizing partisan tensions as a 
total breakdown on committee that 
could have national security con-

cerns. Rooney is one of the leaders of 
the panel’s investigation into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 election and 
whether the Trump campaign was 
involved.

“The level of trust is just gone,” 
Rooney said, adding that “certain 
things definitely suffer,” like how to 
fund and conduct oversight over in-
telligence agencies.

The plan to divide the Republican 
and Democratic staff comes as mem-
bers of the two parties have publicly 
been at odds, first over the panel’s 
ongoing investigation into Russia and 
more recently over Republican inves-
tigations into the FBI and Justice De-
partment. A committee official who 
declined to be identified, confirmed 
the plan to separate staff, character-
izing the move as bringing the panel 
into line with most other committees 
in the House.

ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — A Republi-
can lawmaker who’s been a leading 
advocate of striking a bipartisan 
immigration deal is guarded about 
whether the Senate can approve a 
compromise on the politically elec-
tric issue, days before the chamber 
is expected to begin a debate that 
looms as an unpredictable free-
for-all.

“I don’t know. Right now, it’s 
tough to see,” Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., 
said Thursday about whether any 
proposals will get the 60 GOP and 

Democratic votes needed to survive.
Flake told reporters he thinks 

President Donald Trump “sees a 
political downside of not fixing” 
the problem of “Dreamers,” younger 
immigrants whose protections 
against deportation the president is 
ending. But he says Trump “is only 
willing to go so far” because of his 
conservative base.

Flake recounted what Trump pri-
vately told GOP lawmakers after a 
White House meeting the president 
had with Congress’ two top Demo-
crats, Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi. Schumer and 
Pelosi emerged from that meeting 
saying Trump had agreed to work 
toward an agreement to protect the 
Dreamers, only to see the White 
House take a less yielding stance.

GOP lawmaker: House 
Russia panel ‘poison’

Flake guarded about 
deal on immigration

As vice president visits 
South Korea, the North 
stages military parade

GOP senator says he 
thinks Trump is ‘only 
willing to go so far’

Partisan tensions result 
in breakdown on group, 
says Rooney of Florida
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