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VISION
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 Bismarck State College 
and University of Mary in 
Bismarck are making a case 
for local high school stu-
dents to stick around after 
graduation with new build-
ings, dorm halls and pro-
grams.

The higher education in-
stitutions in Bismarck have 
been growing each year — 
not just in the number of 
students, but also in the new 
programs the schools offer.

Bismarck State College 

opened two new residence 
halls over the past two years 
in response to more students 
wanting to live on campus. 
Living on the campus of a 
community college may not 
be the norm in North Da-
kota, but, in Bismarck, it is.

The University of Mary, 
too, is reporting record en-
rollment numbers. More 
than half of its students are 
from out of state, and the 
university is responding 
with new construction proj-
ects, including an impressive 
new center opening this fall.

Officials at the University 
of Mary and BSC say they 
will continue to meet the 
needs of college students in 
the state, with affordable tu-
ition and new places to stay 
on campus. They also aim to 
customize their schools’ of-
ferings to meet the workforce 
needs of the region and state.

The story below and story 
on Page N5 explain what’s 
planned at the schools.

reach Blair Emerson at 701-
250-8251 or Blair.Emerson@
bismarcktribune.com

Higher ed institutions
seeing marked growth

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

a bronze sculpture of the holy Family stands in the courtyard of the university of Mary with the 
new dorm roers hall, back right, earlier this month. The new, $11 million, 276-bed facility is an 
all-female residence hall and the largest dormitory on campus. The new dorm is one phase of the 
university’s $272 million Vision 2030 fundraising campaign.
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 When one project stops, another 
one starts.

That’s the motto at the Univer-
sity of Mary as part of Vision 2030, 
a fundraising campaign that reflects 
what the university plans to do in 
the next 13 years.

The current focus is on the Lu-
men Vitae University Center, ac-
cording to Jerome Richter, vice 
president for public affairs. The 
80,000-square-foot campus cen-
ter, expected to open this fall, will 
have a ballroom, conference center, 
dining hall, bookstore, coffee shop 
and a bank.

“It’s exciting,” Richter said of the 
new community spaces.

Vision 2030 encompasses three 
phases: The first phase includes the 
new Field House and Wellness Cen-
ter, a 276-bed women’s residence 
hall that opened in the fall and the 
Lumen Vitae University Center.

The University of Mary saw 11 
percent growth in all-around stu-
dent enrollment from fall 2015 to 
fall of 2016, an increase of about 
300 students. Total enrollment sits 
at about 3,250 students, and more 
than 50 percent of its students are 
from out of state.

The university has doubled the 
number of beds on campus in recent 
years. Five years ago, the university 
had just over 600 beds. Now, it has 
more than 1,200.

“There will be approximately a 

third more square footage on our 
campus in fall 2018 than we had in 
fall 2017,” said Michael McMahon, 
assistant vice president for en-
rollment services. “That speaks to 
growth in a particular type of way 
— that there’s just more places for 
people to be.”

As soon as the Lumen Vitae Uni-
versity Center is completed, the 
old Dining Center, bookstore and 
wellness space will become the new 

School of Engineering. Currently, 
engineering students are in an older 
science building on campus.

When the university opened its 
engineering program in the fall in 
response to greater demand, there 
were 45 students, according to 
Richter, pointing out that the en-
gineering school will soon grow 
out of space as the university an-
ticipates enrollment to double and 
even triple each year.

“Naturally, we’re going to need 
the space, but we also need the 
specific labs to educate them ap-
propriately,” Richter said.

Health sciences 
The Vision 2030 capital cam-

paign is set up to ensure no space 
on campus sits vacant and that 
projects are continuous, according 
to Richter.

Once the Field House and Well-

ness Center opened earlier this 
year, the university directed its at-
tention to the engineering school. 
The science building, where engi-
neering students are currently lo-
cated, needs updating.

“As soon as they go into the new 
School of Engineering, that’s going 
to free up space there; we can now 
renovate and we can expand our 
health sciences, because we’re tight 
with space,” Richter said.

Physical therapy and occu-
pational therapy programs have 
“waiting lists that are a mile long, 
and that’s a space constraint for us,” 
he said. The university offers doc-
torate programs in physical therapy, 
nurse practices and will create a 
doctorate program in occupational 
therapy next year.

A pioneering spirit 
Much of the new projects the 

university has undertaken reflect 
the spirit of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Annunciation Monastery.

“The spirit of pioneering and 
finding a new way to meet the 
needs, that’s what the sisters did 
from the outset and they continue 
to do it over the years, and it’s been 
progressively growing,” said McMa-
hon, pointing to Monsignor James 
Shea carrying efforts even further 
by establishing the Rome campus.

“This was a significant develop-
ment, where farm kids from Beu-

University of Mary tackles an unending vision
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The Leach Field house at the university of Mary south of Bismarck is in the process of being repurposed into the two-story Lumen Vitae university center. The $21.75 million, 80,000-square-foot 
building is expected to be open for the fall semester.

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

The university of Mary held a ribbon cutting for the official opening of the new 276 all-female residence hall located in 
the center of the Bismarck campus. The new $11 million roers hall is the largest residence hall on the campus and is 
named for Jim and Sandra roers, of Fargo. For a video of the event, go to www.bismarcktribune.com.
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