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 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday that 
he has signed a memo directing 
the Justice Department to propose 
regulations to “ban all devices” like 
the rapid-fi re bump stocks involved 
in last year’s Las Vegas massacre.

Seeking to show action days after 
a deadly school shooting in Park-
land, Fla., Trump spoke during a 
White House ceremony recogniz-
ing bravery by the nation’s public 
safety o�  cers.

“We must move past clichés and 
tired debates and focus on evi-
dence based solutions and secu-
rity measures that actually work,” 
Trump said.

The announcement came days 
after the shooting deaths of 17 peo-
ple at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. The device Trump 
referred to was used in the Octo-
ber shooting deaths of 58 people in 
Las Vegas, and attached to a half-
dozen of the long guns found in the 
shooter’s hotel room. A legislative 
e� ort to ban the device fi zzled out 
last year.

White House o�  cials say the 
president will be meeting with 
students, teachers and state and 
local o�  cials to discuss ways of 
providing more school safety and 
address gun violence. Pressure has 
been mounting for action after the 
Parkland shooting.

Trump has also indicated he is 
open to a limited strengthening of 
federal background checks on gun 
purchases.
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Josiah Walla, 6, right, and Brynlee Wanner, 5, near the fi nish of the 2.4-mile nordic ski trail at Riverwood Golf Course in south Bismarck on Tuesday 
afternoon. Both were skiiing with other family members who followed them as they pulled a pair of sleds with kids along the groomed trail. Due to recent 
snowfall, it is in the best shape of the season, said Riverwood’s Tim Doppler. On Friday, the second 1-mile Ski & Glo night ski will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Riverwood. “We have the lights all set up and ready,” Doppler said.

President 
targets gun 
devices with 
DOJ memo
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 WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration Tuesday spelled 
out a plan to lower the cost of 
health insurance: give consumers 
the option of buying less coverage 
in exchange for reduced premiums.

The proposed regulations would 
expand an alternative to the com-
prehensive medical plans required 
under former President Barack 
Obama’s health law. Individuals 
could buy so-called “short-term” 
policies for up to 12 months. But 
the coverage would omit key con-
sumer protections and o� er fewer 
benefi ts, making it unattractive for 
older people or those with health 

problems.
The plans would come with a 

disclaimer that they don’t meet the 
A� ordable Care Act’s safeguards, 
such as guaranteed coverage, 10 
broad classes of benefi ts, and lim-
its on how much older adults have 
to pay. Insurers could also charge 
more if a consumer’s medical his-
tory discloses health problems.

Nonetheless, administration of-
fi cials said they believe the short-
term option will be welcomed by 
people who need an individual 
health insurance policy but don’t 
qualify for the ACA’s income-based 
subsidies.

Those in this largely mid-
dle-class crowd make too much 

for subsidies and have absorbed 
years of price hikes. Some say they 
now face monthly, mortgage-size 
payments of well over $1,000 for 
health insurance. Then they usu-
ally have to pay a deductible of 
several thousand dollars. Research 
indicates the uninsured rate among 
these customers is growing.

“If you are not subsidized, the 
options can be really una� ord-
able for folks,” Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar told 
reporters. The administration es-
timates monthly premiums for a 
short-term plan could be about 
one-third of what a comprehensive 
policy costs.

Democrats swiftly branded it 

a return to “junk insurance,” and 
the main insurance industry lob-
bying group said it was concerned 
the Trump plan could divide the 
healthy from the sick in the mar-
ket and make it more expensive to 
cover those with health problems.

Democrats say the solution is to 
increase government subsidies, so 
that more middle-class people will 
be eligible for taxpayer assistance 
to buy comprehensive coverage. 
The Obama administration had 
limited short-term plans to peri-
ods of no longer than three months, 
making them impractical for many 
consumers.

Trump plan: Less coverage, low premiums
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 Excluding oil, North Dakota ex-
ported $2.24 billion worth of prod-
ucts in 2017, a 5.63 percent increase 
over the previous year.

The increase in exports paral-
leled the 6.59 percent increase in 
national exports.

North Dakota’s export growth 
was led by machinery and soy-
beans, according to the U.S. Com-
mercial Service.

Some of the machinery exported 
from the state includes bulldoz-
ers, tractors, combines and farm 
implements. The value of those 
exports went from $686.5 million 
to $756.9 million. Values of ma-
chinery exports in 2015 was more 
than $785 million. Canada, Aus-
tralia and Ukraine were among the 
countries who upped their imports 
of machinery from North Dakota 
in 2017.

Soybean exports were up 120 
percent from 2016 to 2017.

N.D. exports 
following the 
national trend
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 A new pipeline system proposed 
by Andeavor Logistics would 
transport growing volumes of 
natural gas liquids from the core of 
the Bakken to a rail terminal west 
of Belfi eld.

The company, formerly known 
as Tesoro Logistics, has applied to 
the North Dakota Public Service 
Commission to construct 44 miles 
of new pipeline in McKenzie, Bill-
ings and Stark counties.

The project would transport 
mixed natural gas liquids from the 
Watford City area to an Andeavor 
gas processing plant near Belfi eld, 
where the liquids would be sepa-
rated into products such as eth-

ane, propane, butane and natural 
gasoline.

The products would then be 
transported by pipeline to the An-

deavor Fryburg Rail Terminal and 
loaded onto rail cars.

North Dakota produces more 
than 400,000 barrels of natural 

gas liquids per day, according to 
estimates from Justin Kringstad, 
director of the North Dakota Pipe-
line Authority.

Kringstad projects that natural 
gas liquids production will more 
than double by the 2030s, ranging 
from 800,000 to 1 million barrels 
per day.

“Our goal here is to provide an 
outlet for the natural gas liquids to 
get to market,” said Destin Single-
ton, a spokeswoman for Andeavor.

The project involves the con-
struction of three pipeline seg-
ments that total 44 miles plus 
the conversion of 42 miles of the 
Andeavor BakkenLink crude oil 
pipeline into natural gas liquids 
service. The project would collect 
natural gas liquids from the Oasis 
Wild Basin natural gas processing 
plant that’s being expanded near 
Watford City.

Pipeline system proposed
Natural gas liquids line 
would transport product 
to Fryburg rail terminal

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

The Fryburg Rail Terminal is located just east of the community of Fryburg 
and is owned by Andeavor Logistics. 
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