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College basketball
U-Mary men, women host 
Concordia-St. Paul  SPORTS, D1

Residents mull recall
Lincoln men to hold gathering to 
discuss options   DAKOTA, B1

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 When Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, 
D-N.D., got the news that the U.S. 
Supreme Court would be taking up 
a case on state’s rights to collect 
sales tax on online sales, she just 
started smiling.

“I’m absolutely thrilled,” she said.
For Heitkamp, the court battle 

has been 27 years in the making.
Heitkamp served as North Dako-

ta’s tax commissioner in 1992 and 
helped bring forth the case, Quill 
v. North Dakota, which involved a 
mail-order company that tried to 
gain the right for states to collect 
taxes on companies selling prod-
ucts remotely to customers in the 
state. Ultimately, 
the high court said 
retailers can be 
forced to collect 
taxes only in states 
where the company 
has a “physical 
presence.”

The North Da-
kota Tax Depart-
ment has previously estimated 
the state loses from $7.5 million to 
$10.2 million per year in sales and 
use tax on internet purchases made 
by consumers.

A total of 36 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia had asked the high 
court take up the issue. In a brief 
filed with the court, states wrote, 
“As the volume of internet-based 
retail transactions continues to 
compound daily, the physical-pres-
ence rule exacts an ever-increasing 
toll on the states’ fiscal health.”

The states said that, according 
to one estimate, they’ll lose out 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota hospitals are re-
sponding to a spike in flu-related 
visits in recent weeks, mirroring a 
current nationwide trend.

Despite the flu season ramping 
up to be one of the worst, the end 
may be in sight: On Friday, officials 
at the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said it may 
be at its peak.

CDC officials, in a conference 
call with reporters, said the flu 
season appears to be peaking due 
to slower patient traffic in compar-
ison to last month, the Associated 
Press reported.

According to the CDC’s FluView 
report, which is updated weekly, 49 
states are experiencing widespread 
flu activity, including North Dakota.

The peak of the flu season is on 
par with past seasons, Jill Baber, an 
epidemiologist with the state Health 
Department, said Friday. Typically, 
the season peak can be anywhere 

from January to February.
“We might be (peaking), but it’s 

too soon to tell,” she said.
Within one week — the week 

ending Jan. 6 — there were 35 flu 

hospitalizations in North Dakota, 
according to data from the North 
Dakota Department of Health’s 
weekly flu snapshot. So far, there 
have been eight reported deaths 

caused by the flu, though that 
number could be higher.

North Dakota hospitals are 

N.D. flu hospitalizations spike

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Dr. Noe Mateo, a physician at Sanford Health, said practicing good hygiene 
and getting an influenza vaccine are good ways to reduce the chance of 
getting influenza.

Heitkamp 
cheers 
high court 
review

JILL COLVIN AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Friday offered a 
partial denial in public but privately 
defended his extraordinary remarks 
disparaging Haitians and African 
countries a day earlier. Trump said 
he was only expressing what many 
people think but won’t say about 
immigrants from economically 
depressed countries, according to a 
person who spoke to the president 
as criticism of his comments rico-

cheted around the globe.
Trump spent Thursday evening 

making a flurry of calls to friends 
and outside advisers to judge their 
reaction to the tempest, said the 
confidant, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he wasn’t au-
thorized to disclose a private con-
versation. Trump wasn’t apologetic 
about his inflammatory remarks 
and denied he was racist, instead, 
blaming the media for distorting his 
meaning, the confidant said.

However, critics of the president, 

including some in his own Republi-
can Party, spent Friday blasting the 
vulgar comments he made behind 
closed doors. In his meeting with 
a group of senators, he had ques-
tioned why the U.S. would accept 
more immigrants from Haiti and 
“(expletive) countries” in Africa as 
he rejected a bipartisan immigra-
tion deal, according to one partic-
ipant and people briefed on the re-
markable Oval Office conversation.

The comments revived charges 
that the president is racist and 

roiled immigration talks that were 
already on tenuous footing.

“The language used by me at the 
DACA meeting was tough, but this 
was not the language used,” Trump 
insisted in a series of Friday morn-
ing tweets, pushing back on some 
depictions of the meeting.

But Trump and his advisers 
notably did not dispute the most 
controversial of his remarks: using 
the word “(expletive)” to describe 

Trump partly denies, defends comments

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 North Dakota Attorney General 
Wayne Stenehjem, on Friday asked 
the state Supreme Court to reject 
arguments from lawmakers who 
challenged Gov. Doug Burgum’s 
vetoes, arguing that two bills passed 
last year give too much power to a 
subset of the Legislature.

The response was filed about a 
month after state lawmakers pe-
titioned the court over five of Bur-
gum’s vetoes on parts of four budget 
bills funding higher education, the 
Department of Commerce, the State 
Water Commission and the Depart-
ment of Trust Lands. Lawmakers 
asked justices to determine the le-
gal effect of Burgum’s partial vetoes.

Friday’s reply, signed by Stene-
hjem and Deputy Solicitor General 
James Nicolai, asks the court to 
reject the legislators’ petition be-
cause “it does not present actual 

Stenehjem asks 
Supreme Court 
to reject petition

Situation in state 
mirrors national trend

Flu deaths and 
hospitalizations

 � Week ending Jan. 6: 8 deaths, 
117 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Dec. 30: 6 
deaths, 82 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Dec. 23: 6 
deaths, 59 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Dec. 16: 2 
deaths, 44 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Dec. 9: 1 death, 
35 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Dec. 2: 1 death, 
22 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Nov. 25: 1 death, 
13 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Nov. 18: 0 
deaths, 10 hospitalizations

 � Week ending Nov. 11: 0 
deaths, 3 hospitalizations

Source: North Dakota Depart-
ment of Health, www.ndflu.com

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Emily Riedman helps her daughter, McKenna, 18 months, move a cloth shape on a Velcro wall during the grand opening of Science First for Early Learners 
area at Gateway to Science on Friday in Bismarck. The designated area is for infants to children 5 years old to explore science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics with age appropriate hands-on activities. Each Friday, the center will open from 9 to 10 a.m. for parents to bring their preschool children 
to use the area. “Every kid is a born scientist,” said Beth Demke, executive director. “It’s just natural to explore.” Gateway to Science is open noon to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

SCIENCE FIRST FOR EARLY LEANERS

Supreme Court to  
re-examine internet 
sales tax collections
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