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ASSOCIATED PRESS

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump declared Monday 
he’s willing to take on the National 
Rifl e Association over gun legisla-
tion, but Republicans who con-
trol Congress aren’t so sure. They 
prefer to consider only modest 
changes to fi rearms limits in re-
sponse to the mass shooting at a 
Florida high school.

Congress returned to work Mon-
day without following Trump’s 
lead on any of the major initiatives 
he has tossed into the debate since 
the massacre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School. Despite pub-
lic calls for stricter gun laws, Re-
publican leaders have largely kept 
quiet after the shooting which left 
17 dead and ushered in another 
phase in the gun debate, prompted 
in large part by the activism of the 
young survivors.

Over the weekend, Trump spent 
time talking to Republican House 

Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, 
and the White House is inviting 
lawmakers from both parties for 
meetings this week. But Trump’s 

ideas to arm many teachers, lift the 
minimum age for buying assault ri-
fl es to 21 and impose stricter back-
ground checks were falling fl at.

“You guys, half of you are so 
afraid of the NRA,” the president 
said Monday at a meeting with the 
nation’s governors. “There’s noth-
ing to be afraid of. And you know 
what? If they’re not with you, we 
have to fi ght them every once in a 
while. That’s OK.”

Instead, Senate Republicans are 
hoping to consider more mod-
est legislation from Sens. John 
Cornyn, R-Texas, and Chris Mur-
phy, D-Conn., to strengthen the 
National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System. The “Fix 
NICS” bill, similar to one approved 
last year in the House, would pe-
nalize federal agencies that don’t 
properly report required records 
used to determine whether some-
one can legally buy a gun.

While speaking to the gover-
nors at the White house Monday, 
Trump, who’s been highly critical 
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 ALBANY, N.Y. — Son of Sam, 
Ted Bundy, Je� rey Dahmer and the 
Columbine High School shooters 
are among the infamous criminals 
who had a history of hurting ani-
mals before they went on to target 
humans, a tendency that’s part 
of what’s behind a movement to 
create public online registries of 
known animal abusers.

New York is among 11 states with 
animal abuse registry bills pending 
in their legislatures, following Ten-
nessee, which started its in 2016 
along with a growing number of 
municipalities in recent years, 
including New York City, and the 
counties that include Chicago and 
Tampa, Fla.

Trump willing to buck NRA

Animal 
abuser lists 
considered

JESSICA GRESKO
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday rejected the 
Trump administration’s highly un-
usual bid to bypass a federal appeals 
court and get the justices to inter-
vene in the fate of a program that 
protects hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants from deporta-
tion.

The announcement means the 

case a� ecting “Dreamers” will 
have to work its way through the 
lower courts before any Supreme 
Court ruling is possible. The case 
also could become moot if Congress 
takes action in the meantime. Right 
now, however, e� orts to address the 
issue in Congress have hit a stale-
mate.

The Supreme Court’s decision 
for now to stay out of the case on 
the Obama-era Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, wasn’t surprising. It’s highly 
unusual for the Supreme Court to 
hear a case before a lower appeals 

court has considered it.
But DACA supporters hailed the 

decision as a signifi cant — if only 
temporary — win. President Donald 
Trump said the case would now be 
heard by an appeals court and “we’ll 
see what happens from there.”

“You know, we tried to get it 
moved quickly because we’d like to 
help DACA. I think everybody in this 
room wants to help with DACA,” he 
said to visiting governors. “But the 
Supreme Court just ruled that it has 
to go through the normal channels.”

DACA has provided protection 
from deportation and work permits 

for about 800,000 young people 
who came to the U.S. as children and 
stayed illegally.

In September, Trump argued that 
President Barack Obama had ex-
ceeded his executive powers when 
he created the program. Trump an-
nounced he was ending the program 
e� ective March 5 and gave lawmak-
ers until then to come up with a leg-
islative fi x.

But in recent weeks, federal judges 
in San Francisco and New York 
have made Trump’s deadline tem-
porarily moot for people who have 
sought and been granted renewals; 

the rulings do not extend to people 
who are applying for the fi rst time. 
Judges issued injunctions ordering 
the administration to keep DACA 
in place while courts consider legal 
challenges to Trump’s termination. 
As a result, U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services resumed accept-
ing and processing DACA renewals 
in January, just as it had before 
Trump’s September announcement.

The Trump administration has 
not tried to block the injunctions 
that force it to continue operating 

‘Dreamers’ fate unknown

KIMBERLY WYNN
Bismarck Tribune city editor 

 As family gathered at Sandord 
Health in Bismarck, Isaac Cramer, 
the son of Rep. Kevin Cramer, 
R-N.D., saw some stabilization 
and slight improvement over the 
weekend.

“His hemoglobin has stabi-
lized without blood transfusions 
since very early Sunday morning,” 
said Kevin Cramer, updating his 
35-year-old son’s condition, which 
involved kidney and liver failure 
due to an ongoing battle with al-
coholism.

“He has been o�  of blood pres-
sure assistance for 24 hours and 
has maintained good pressure on 
his own. His heart rate has also 
improved as they’ve reduced se-
dation. His kidneys are improv-
ing and his temperature is down 
slightly. He remains critical, but 
instead of planning for the worst, 
we are planning for recovery,” 
Kevin Cramer said.

Neither friends of the family 
nor Rep. Cramer have publicly de-
scribed the events that led to Isaac 
Cramer’s hospitalization.

Rep. Cramer’s 
son stabilizes

Supreme Court 
declines to intervene

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Fargo North High School student Maria Modi Tuya won the 2018 Poetry Out Loud state fi nals in Bismarck on Monday. Tuya recited the poem “The Walking” 
by Theodore Roethke. The competition was held in the North Dakota Heritage Center and sponsored by the North Dakota Council on the Arts and Poetry 
Foundation. Tuya will now advance to the national competition in Washington, DC. For a video of Tuya go to www.bismarcktribune.com.

POETRY OUT LOUD

MARK WALLHEISER, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The Rally in Tally protesters chant Monday after marching to the Florida 
Capitol for the Rally in Tally in Tallahassee, Fla.
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