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ASSOCIATED PRESS

 RYDER — O�  cials have created 
a fund to ensure the preservation 
of a 110-year-old cemetery in a 
small community in central North 
Dakota.

The Ryder Cemetery Historical 
Preservation Fund was recently es-
tablished to maintain the Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Ryder, the Minot Daily 
News reported.

The permanent fund is being 
administered by the Minot Area 
Community Foundation in Minot. 
It’s the foundation’s fi rst cemetery 
preservation funding project.

The fund’s board of directors was 
created with representatives of the 
city’s past and present churches. 
All of the fund’s earnings will go to-
ward the cemetery’s preservation.

A letter about the fund said the 
goal is to raise $200,000, and do-
nations will be accepted in any 
amount.

The letter said that the limited 
care for the community’s cemetery 
can be attributed to Ryder’s popu-
lation decline. Ryder currently has 
82 residents.

BLAKE GUMPRECHT
Forum News Service 

 In April 2015, members of Girl 
Scout Troop 34001 went before 
the Grand Forks City Council to 
request that council members en-
act an ordinance prohibiting the 
idling of vehicles for longer than 
three minutes, fi ve minutes when 
the temperature is below freezing.

The Girl Scouts also suggested 
the city post “no idling” signs 
near schools, since parents often 
sit in their cars, engines running, 
waiting to pick up their kids. They 
told the council such e� orts would 
save money and help the environ-
ment.

Grand Forks Mayor Mike Brown 
thanked the group for bringing 
the issue to the council and said, 
according to the minutes of the 
meeting, the city “will work on 
this.”

Contacted last week, with tem-
peratures below zero and Grand 
Forks shut down for the day be-
cause of a blizzard, Brown had no 
recollection of the interaction and 
sco� ed at the idea that any city in 
North Dakota would ever enact an 
anti-idling ordinance.

“Where we live you need to idle 
to heat your cars,” Brown said. “It’s 
survival.”

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Sam Saylor walked down a dark 
hallway of the Morton County 
Courthouse to the clerk of district 
court’s o�  ce.

He was there to ask if the judge 
had arrived for a motion hearing that 
blizzardy afternoon on Wednesday, 
but instead was told the hearing was 
canceled, the charges dismissed.

Prosecutor Brian Grosinger had 
motioned one day before trial to 
dismiss the four pipeline pro-
test-related charges against Say-
lor’s client, Ernest Cobiness.

His reason?
“The state cannot su�  ciently 

identify the defendant,” Grosinger 
wrote in his motion.

“You would think that someone 
would have caught that,” Saylor 
said while waiting to speak with 
Grosinger.

‘Evaporate’ options 
Cobiness’ case is one of many this 

month related to a protest event on 
Nov. 15, 2016, at the railroad cross-
ing on Morton County Road 82.

Twenty-fi ve people were arrested 
that day. Many of those defendants 
face felony tampering with a pub-
lic service for the events on the 
train tracks. Their cases are among 
the fi rst felony charges to go to trial 

from the Dakota Access Pipeline 
protests.

Two trials already have taken 
place, with one acquittal and two 
convictions, including the fi rst pro-
test defendant to be convicted of a 
felony at trial.

“We fi rmly believe that these 
charges are inaccurate,” said Saylor, 
of the Freshet legal collective. “That 
they don’t apply to people exercis-
ing their First Amendment rights, 
specifi cally the felony tampering 
with a public service.”

Cobiness, 22, is a resident of Buf-
falo Point First Nation in Manitoba. 
He said he makes his living “solving 
problems for our people.” Specifi -
cally, he said he builds sweat lodges 
for elders and cuts tepee poles with 

his dad — just ways to help others in 
his community.

“People are very traditional up 
here,” said Cobiness, who has had 
felony charges dangling over him 
for the past year.

Now dismissed, Cobiness said 
he and his family are relieved, but 
added that being “wrongly ac-
cused” made life di�  cult for him.

“(The charges) put a damper on 
what I can do, getting myself a job 
anywhere,” he said by phone Friday.

Attorney Amanda Harris, who 
has defended numerous protest 
cases, agreed that felony charges 
and convictions can “evaporate” a 
person’s options in life.

Federal protest cases 
have consequences
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Law enforcement o�  cers met protesters at the railroad crossing on Morton County Road 82 west of Mandan on Nov. 15, 2016. O�  cers arrested 25 of the 
400 people gathered there. Those defendants represent some of the fi rst felony cases of the Dakota Access Pipeline protests to go to trial.
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DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press 

 PALM BEACH, Fla. — President 
Donald Trump said Sunday that a 
program that protects immigrants 
who were brought to the U.S. ille-
gally as children is “probably dead,” 
casting a cloud over already tenu-
ous negotiations just days before a 
deadline on a government funding 
deal that Democrats have tied to 
immigration.

At issue is the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program 
created by President Barack Obama 
to shield hundreds of thousands 
of these individuals, known as 
“Dreamers,” from deportation. 
Trump, who has taken a hard 
stance against illegal immigration, 
announced last year he will end the 
program unless Congress comes up 
with a solution by March.

“DACA is probably dead be-
cause the Democrats don’t really 
want it, they just want to talk and 
take desperately needed money 
away from our Military,” the Re-
publican president tweeted. “I, 
as President, want people coming 
into our Country who are going to 
help us become strong and great 
again, people coming in through a 
system based on MERIT. No more 
Lotteries! #AMERICA FIRST.”

Republicans and Democrats 
were already at odds over funding 
the government, and the negoti-
ations became more complicated 
after Democrats — whose votes 
are needed to pass a government 
funding bill — insisted immigra-
tion be included. Government 
funding expires midnight Friday 
without a deal in place, and some 
government functions will begin 

to go dark.
Further roiling the talks are 

comments by Trump during an 
Oval O�  ce meeting in which he 
questioned the need to admit more 
Haitians to the U.S., along with Af-
ricans from (expletive) countries, 
according to people briefed on the 
conversation but not authorized 
to describe it publicly. He also said 
in the Thursday meeting he would 
prefer immigrants from countries 
like Norway instead. The White 
House has not denied that Trump 
said the word though Trump did 
push back on some depictions of 
the meeting.

A confi dant of Trump’s told The 
Associated Press that the president 
spent Thursday evening calling 
friends and outside advisers to 
judge their reaction on his infl am-
matory remarks. Trump wasn’t 

apologetic and denied he was rac-
ist, instead blaming the media for 
distorting his meaning, said the 
confi dant, who wasn’t authorized 
to disclose a private conversation 
and spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The president also rejected an 
immigration deal drafted by the 
bipartisan group of lawmakers 
who attended that meeting. The 
deal had included a pathway to 
citizenship for the “Dreamers” 
that would take up to 12 years, as 
well as $1.6 billion for border secu-
rity, including Trump’s promised 
wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Trump’s staunchest supporters 
consider any route to citizenship 
for the “Dreamers” amnesty for 
lawbreakers.
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