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 UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. 
General Assembly voted over-
whelmingly Thursday to denounce 
President Donald Trump’s rec-
ognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, largely ignoring Trump’s 
threats to cut off aid to any country 
that went against him.

The nonbinding resolution de-
claring U.S. action on Jerusalem 
“null and void” was approved 
128-9 — a victory for the Pales-
tinians, but not as big as they pre-
dicted. Amid Washington’s threats, 
35 of the 193 U.N. member nations 
abstained and 21 were absent.

The resolution reaffirmed what 

has been the United Nations’ stand 
on the divided holy city since 1967: 
that Jerusalem’s final status must 
be decided in direct negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestin-
ians.

The Trump administration made 
it clear the vote would have no ef-
fect on its plan to move the Ameri-
can Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jeru-
salem. And Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said after-
ward that he completely rejects the 
“preposterous” resolution.

Palestinian U.N. Ambassador 
Riyad Mansour called the vote a 
victory not only for the Palestin-
ians but for the United Nations 
and international law, saying U.S. 
Ambassador Nikki Haley “failed 
miserably” in persuading only 
seven countries aside from the 
U.S. and Israel to vote against the 
resolution.

“And they used unprecedented 

tactics, unheard of in the diplo-
matic work at the U.N., including 
blackmail and extortion,” he said.

The United States and Israel had 
waged an intensive lobbying cam-
paign against the measure, with 
Haley sending letters to over 180 
countries warning that Washing-
ton would be taking names of those 
who voted against the U.S. Trump 
went further, threatening a funding 
cutoff: “Let them vote against us. 
We’ll save a lot. We don’t care.”

But in the end, major U.S. aid 
recipients including Afghanistan, 
Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan, Nige-
ria, Ethiopia, Tanzania and South 
Africa supported the resolution. 
Egypt received roughly $1.4 bil-
lion in U.S. aid this year, and Jordan 
about $1.3 billion.

The nine countries voting “no” 
were the U.S., Israel, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Micronesia, Nauru, 
Palau, the Marshall Islands and 

Togo. Among the abstentions were 
Australia, Argentina, Canada, Co-
lombia, Croatia, Czech Republic 
and Mexico.

The absent countries included 
Kenya, which was the fifth-larg-
est recipient of U.S. aid last year, 
Georgia and Ukraine, all of which 
have close U.S. ties.

The U.S. is scheduled to dispense 
$25.8 billion in foreign aid for 2018. 
Whether Trump follows through 
with his threat against those who 
voted “yes” remains to be seen.

After the vote, Haley tweeted a 
photo naming the 65 nations that 
voted no, abstained or were absent, 
and said: “We appreciate these 
countries for not falling to the ir-
responsible ways of the UN.”

But within hours, the Trump ad-
ministration appeared to be back-
ing away from its funding threats. 

UN denounces recognition
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Parker Rasmussen, 4, waves to his mother, Stephanie, after receiving a gift from Bismarck firefighter Charlie Keis on Thursday at CHI St. Alexius Health. 
Also shown is Courtney Johnson, a speech language pathologist. Four Bismarck firefighters, Ian Flanders, Brenden Dockter, Andrew Pomonis and Keis, 
visited CHI St. Alexius and Sanford Health on Thursday to deliver gifts to children in both hospitals who will be away from their home on Christmas.

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 The North Dakota Department of 
Health on Thursday raised the level 
of flu activity in the state to wide-
spread.

There were 234 cases of influenza 
reported during the week that ended 
Dec. 16, according to the Health De-
partment’s weekly influenza sum-
mary.

Since August, there have there 
have been 709 cases of the flu re-
ported.

Public health officials are report-
ing an unusually high number of 
influenza cases for this time of the 
year, and they are expected to con-
tinue to increase for the next several 

weeks at least.
The flu season has started early. 

In comparison, there were 87 cases 
of the flu reported at this time last 
year. Also, last season, widespread 
flu activity wasn’t announced until 
mid-January.

The number of cases has risen 
sharply in the past month, according 
to Health Department data.

There have been 44 influenza-re-
lated hospitalizations so far this sea-
son, and two reported deaths caused 
by the flu.

There have been six reported out-
breaks of “influenza-like illnesses” 
in long-term and basic care settings. 
Outbreaks in schools, assisted living 
facilities and workplaces are com-

mon during the influenza season, 
according to public health officials.

The flu is a contagious respi-
ratory illness caused by influenza 
viruses that infect the nose, throat 
and lungs, according to the Health 
Department. Symptoms include 
fever, cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, 
headaches and fatigue. The flu virus 
can spread a day before symptoms 
develop, and five to seven days after 
becoming sick.

Public health officials recommend 
getting the flu vaccine to prevent the 
flu. The vaccine is recommended for 
everyone 6 months and older.

Other tips include washing your 
hands frequently, staying home 

when you are sick and avoid-
ing touching your hands to your  
face.

For updates on flu activity in 

North Dakota, visit www.ndflu.com.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-8251 or 
Blair.Emerson@bismarcktribune.com

Widespread flu activity reported
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 Gov. Doug Burgum has ap-
pointed members to his task force 
to study North Dakota’s higher ed-
ucation governance structure and 
help public colleges and universi-
ties better meet the state’s “educa-
tional and workforce needs.”

The 14 task force members, an-
nounced Thursday, were selected 
from a pool of more than 230 
applicants, which Burgum said 
reflected “intense interest” and 
“demonstrates the passion North 
Dakotans feel toward their higher 
education system.”

Burgum will lead the task force. 
He has been an outspoken advocate 
for a more nimble higher education 
system that is able to adjust quickly 
in the face of pressures brought 
by technological changes and the 
needs of an evolving workforce.

“This group represents a wide 
range of backgrounds and exper-
tise that will ensure a thoughtful 
assessment of our nearly 80-year-
old governance structure and 
whether the higher education sys-
tem is operating at its full potential 
to prepare students for success in 
a world undergoing rapid techno-
logical disruption,” he said.

The North Dakota University 
System, comprised of 11 col-
leges and universities serving 
45,000 students, is overseen by 
the eight-member State Board of 
Higher Education.

The task force is expected to 
present recommendations to the 
North Dakota Legislature in 2019. 
The 14 members in addition to Bur-
gum, a graduate of North Dakota 
State University and Stanford Uni-
versity, are:

 � Gerald VandeWalle, chief jus-
tice of the North Dakota Supreme 
Court.

 �  Don Morton, chairman of 
the State Board of Higher Educa-
tion, a retired Microsoft executive 
and former head football coach at 
North Dakota State University.

 �  Sen. Brad Bekkedahl, 
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