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 MINOT AIR FORCE BASE – 
Vice President Mike Pence toured 
the Minot Air Force Base Friday 
to highlight its importance as a 
nuclear deterrent, pledging to 
strengthen and modernize Amer-
ica’s nuclear capabilities.

“Your vigilance and your 
strength are more important than 
ever before,” Pence told a couple 
hundred airmen and family mem-
bers while speaking from a B-52 
hangar.

Pence emphasized the signifi -
cance of the Minot Air Force Base, 
home to B-52 bombers and inter-

continental ballistic missile wings 
and the only base with two of the 
three legs of the nuclear triad.

Accompanied by Air Force Sec-
retary Heather Wilson, Pence re-
ceived a mission briefi ng from base 
commanders and toured a missile 
silo and a B-52.

During an 18-minute speech, 
Pence mentioned global threats 
facing the United States, including 
aggression from North Korea. He 
said the U.S. will continue to use 
economic and diplomatic pressure 
to demand that North Korea aban-
don its nuclear and ballistic missile 
programs.

“Anyone who would threaten our 
nation should know that America 
always seeks peace, but if we are 
forced to defend ourselves or our 
allies, we will do so with military 

Pence touts importance 
of Minot Air Force Base
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Vice President Mike Pence thanked the men and women at the Minot Air Force Base for their service and promised a commitment to resources and 
training for the military in his remarks. He spoke to a gathering in front of a B-52 bomber in a hangar at the base in Minot on Friday afternoon. For more 
photos visit bismarcktribune.com. 
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 The Rev. Marv Mutzenberger 
is beginning to think he’s Martin 
Luther.

Mutzenberger has been posing 
as Luther, called the father of the 
Protestant Reformation, at events 
at churches and organizations for 
years. He fi rst donned a Luther 
costume in 1983 as a campus pastor 
at Bismarck State College.

On Sunday, he’ll put on his tai-
lored costume again to speak to a 
crowd of more than 3,000 people 
expected to attend a worship ser-
vice at the Bismarck Event Center 
commemorating the 500th anni-
versary of the Protestant Refor-

mation.
The event is to celebrate the 

entire Reformation, said Mutzen-
berger, who will give an opening 
statement and invocation, and 
then he’ll lead a processional with 
about 70 to 80 clergy members.

On Oct. 31, 1517, Luther posted 95 
theses, or complaints, against the 
Roman Catholic Church in Wit-
tenberg, Germany. This caused a 
schism in the church.

Other reformers before Luther 
include a Czech priest named Jan 
Hus, who was burned alive at the 
stake, Mutzenberger said. But Lu-
ther was the fi rst reformer to be 
aided by the printing press.

The Reformation was a turning 
point in history, said the Rev. Paul 
Schauer, of Sunne Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Wilton, who has 
been involved with the planning of 

the event.
“Especially for Lutherans, the 

Reformation is the beginning of 
our church,” he said.

And though a lot of the things 
that Luther wanted the Roman 
Catholic Church has since changed 
over the years — for example, the 
church now worships in the lan-
guage of the people rather than 
Latin — the beginning of their 
church is a cause for celebration.

Sunday’s event is projected 
to bring together thousands of 
people from Bismarck-Mandan 
and the surrounding community. 
Other denominations will be 
present there, as well, including 
a Methodist bishop and a repre-
sentative from an Episcopalian 
church.

Protestant Reformation remembrance
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Jory Berge, with Night Life Sound and Music, talks with a crew from the Bismarck 
Event Center on Friday while leveling a large wood cross to be suspended high 
above the stage for Sunday’s commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. An estimated 3,000 worshipers from the Western North 
Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church are expected to attend.
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 SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — A major 
health care system serving the up-
per Midwest said this week that the 
number of opioid pills it prescribes 
has fallen by almost a quarter as it 
works to respond to America’s opi-
oid epidemic.

South Dakota-headquartered 
Sanford Health started analyzing 
its prescribing last year to direct its 
response to rising opioid and heroin 
overdose deaths, said Doug Griffin, 
who spearheaded the system’s data 
collection as vice president and 
medical officer for Sanford in Fargo.

Griffin said the health system 
learned that the numbers are “stag-
gering” — the system reported pre-
scribing 4.3 million opioid pills in 
the first quarter of 2016 — a fig-
ure that doesn’t include cancer 
patients’ prescriptions. Sanford 
took steps as a result including 
mandating opioid education for 
providers and using its electronic 
health record system to alert doc-
tors about safe prescribing habits, 
Griffin said.

Sanford has since seen a signifi-
cant reduction in both the number 
of pills prescribed and prescrip-
tions written. Sanford providers 
wrote 18 percent fewer prescrip-
tions for opioids in the third quar-
ter of 2017 compared to the first 
quarter of 2016, amounting to 24 
percent — or about 1.25 million — 
fewer pills prescribed, according to 
the health system.

The Sioux Falls region saw a 19 
percent reduction in pills pre-
scribed, while the Fargo area ex-
perienced a 33 percent drop and 
the Bemidji, Minn., region saw a 
37 percent decrease, according to 
Sanford.

“The stance that we have taken 
is clearly opioid overdoses, both il-
licit and prescription overdoses, are 
a problem in this country, includ-
ing in our footprint,” Griffin said. 
“Like many things in medicine, our 
knowledge has changed and our fo-
cus has shifted on this.”
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Minot Air Force Base Lt. David Miller, left, briefs Vice President Mike Pence, 
center, Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson and Gov. Doug Burgum on 
a M-129 Leafl et Bomb in a B-52 hangar at the base north of Minot on Friday 
afternoon. For more photos visit bismarcktribune.com.
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