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  Gallery: Brilliant frost covers Bismarck-Mandan
  Video: United Tribes Technical College mascot “Thunder”

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM/CONNECT

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Organizations seek fix
Confusion abounds over reporting requirement 
for animal waste emissions   DAKOTA, B1 

High school basketball 
Buzzer-beater lifts Century 
past Mandan   SPORTS, D1 

 MOSTLY CLOUDY 30 • 17 FORECAST, B6  | WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018 | bismarcktribune.com | $2

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The North Dakota Coalition for 
Homeless People eliminated its 
only two paid sta�  positions and 
closed its Bismarck o�  ce indef-
initely, steps the board of direc-
tors hopes will keep the nonprofi t 
afl oat.

Diana Hall, chairwoman for the 
board of directors, called the bud-
get cuts “drastic,” but said they 
were necessary due to ongoing fi -
nancial issues.

In a letter to members of the coa-
lition, Hall said the cuts aim to pre-
serve the coalition’s core functions 
to prevent North Dakota homeless 
service providers from losing fed-
eral funding.

“That would have had a real and 
devastating impact directly on the 
lives of some of North Dakota’s 
most vulnerable people and we 
could not let that happen,” wrote 
Hall, who manages veterans hous-
ing and employment programs at 
the Fargo Veterans A� airs Health 
Care System.

The statewide coalition runs 

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 MINOT — Gov. Doug Burgum 
painted an optimistic portrait of 
North Dakota’s future during his 
second State of the State address 
Tuesday, but warned budget chal-

lenges remain.
Speaking at Minot State Uni-

versity, Burgum recapped his fi rst 
year in o�  ce and pointed to the 
road ahead in a nearly 90-minute 
speech that emphasized themes of 
reinventing government over spe-
cifi c policy proposals.

The Republican governor is less 
than a year removed from the end 
of his fi rst legislative session in 
which lawmakers slashed general 
fund spending by more than 28 

percent after falling oil and farm 
commodity prices helped force 
budget cuts under Burgum’s pre-
decessor. Burgum said the state’s 
economy is showing signs of re-
bounding but noted policymakers 
tapped reserve funds when reve-
nues dropped.

“We’re not risk-free,” Burgum 
said. He said there’s “more work 
ahead” on balancing the state’s 
budget.

Burgum said he’s not in favor 

of tapping the principal of the 
voter-approved Legacy Fund. He 
said the interest should be used to 
“transform what we’re doing, not 
just fund basic … services and op-
erations of government.” Lawmak-
ers set aside $200 million in Legacy 
Fund earnings for this two-year 
budget cycle.

“We may have to use this again to 
get us through this period of time 

Governor: North Dakota’s 
budget future not ‘risk-free’
Burgum optimistic, 
but warns challenges 
remain in State of State

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Foggy weather conditions transformed the scenery around Bismarck and Mandan into a rare winter wonderland on Monday and Tuesday, with a brilliant 
display of Jack Frost’s handiwork covering trees and vegetation. Above, the sunrise highlights a tree limb with the BNSF railroad trestle in the background. 
For more photos of the frost, visit www.bismarcktribune.com. 

Homeless 
coalition 
cuts sta�

Commission 
approves 
Main Ave. 
conversion

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bismarck’s Main Avenue, from 
Mandan Street through Sixth 
Street, will be permanently con-
verted to three lanes, following a 
4-1 vote by the city commission 
Tuesday night.

The road was temporarily re-
duced from four lanes to three 
lanes in June of 2016 at the rec-
ommendation of the Bismarck 
Downtown Subarea Study as a 
method to help calm tra�  c and 
to improve downtown Bismarck’s 
walkability. The restriping of lanes 
and change in signage cost approx-
imately $30,000.

“If you talk to people who don’t 
like it, it’s because they don’t like 
that they can’t drive 40 (miles per 
hour) in what was a 25, because it’s 
safer for pedestrians and the mul-
timodal forms of transportation 
because we’ve now done exactly 
what we tried to do, which was 
calm that tra�  c and make it better 
and more e�  cient,” said Commis-
sioner Josh Askvig. “At the end of 
the day, this is the right move.”

‘Drastic’ reductions at 
N.D. nonprofit made to 
preserve core functions

Road will remain 
three lanes following 
city commission vote

SCENERY TRANSFORMED

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Crews are expected to break 
ground on a new riverside restau-
rant and event center in Bismarck 
this spring.

The Heritage River Landing, 
which will replace the void left by 
demolition of the old Wilton Train 
Depot that housed Captain Meri-
wether’s Landing after the 2011 
Missouri River fl ood, has been in 
the works since 2016. It’s being 
developed by The Missouri Valley 
Heritage Alliance, formerly known 
as the Fort Abraham Lincoln Foun-
dation.

When complete, the 
4,400-square-foot community 
event space will house a locally 

owned seasonal bar and restau-
rant and a gift shop with ticket 
sales for the Lewis and Clark Riv-
erboat, as well as interactive ki-
osks about the area’s history. The 
175- to 200-person capacity event 
space will be available for rent for 
public and private events and a 
4,200-square-foot patio will allow 
for outdoor dining in the summer.

Fundraising for the building 
had nearly reached the $750,000 
goal at the beginning of 2017. The 
project was then expanded to a 
price tag of $1.5 million. Over the 
past year, the alliance has made it 
to the $750,000 mark, halfway to 
the fi nal goal.

“We’re really excited about this,” 
said former Bismarck Mayor John 
Warford, who is co-chairing the 
fundraising committee.

Warford and his co-chair, retired 
North Dakota National Guard Adj. 

Fundraising to support construction
Heritage River Landing 
will replace void left by 
old Wilton Train Depot

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Former Bismarck Mayor John Warford, left, and retired Adjutant Gen. 
David Sprynczynatyk, co-chairs of the fundraising e� orts for construction 
of the $1.5 million Heart River Landing, announced the kick-o�  of phase 
two funding at a press conference on Tuesday. The 4,400-square-foot 
event space and tourist center will be built in place of the old Captain 
Meriwether’s Landing on the east bank of the Missouri River in Bismarck 
beneath the Grant Marsh Bridge. 
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