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ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The crush of 
unfi nished business facing law-
makers when they return to the 
Capitol would be daunting even if 
Washington were functioning at 
peak e�  ciency.

It’s an agenda whose core items 
— tax cuts, a potential government 
shutdown, lots of leftover spend-
ing bills — could unravel just as 
easily as advance in factionalism, 
gamesmanship and a toxic political 
environment.

There’s only a four-week win-
dow until a Christmas deadline, 
barely enough time for compli-
cated negotiations even if Decem-
ber stays on the rails. And that’s 
hardly a sure bet in President Don-
ald Trump’s capital.

Trump and congressional lead-
ers plan a meeting Tuesday to dis-
cuss how to sidestep a shutdown 
and work though the legislative 
to-do list.

ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 Amid a year of jostling federal 
policy around refugees, those who 
work closely in bringing vetted 
people to North Dakota are ex-
pecting a continued decline in re-
settlements.

The agency working with the 
federal government to resettle ref-
ugees in North Dakota is Lutheran 
Social Services, a Fargo-based 
nonprofi t. Shirley Dykshoorn 
manages that resettlement e� ort 
and, while she says the projected 
total of 352 people bound for re-
settlement in fi scal year 2018 is 
approximately in line with the 
LSS yearly average, the number 
represents a drop from the past 
few years.

Looking forward, a dwindling 
national quota for refugees paired 
with executive actions such as the 
proposed travel ban have left reset-
tlement agencies unsure of where 
they stand.

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 State Street in Bismarck has 
somewhat of a reputation.

In recent years, intersections 
along the north-south thorough-
fare have ranked at the top of the 50 
urban high-crash locations ranked 
by the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation’s Highway Safety 
Improvement Program. Data com-
piled in three-year increments 
highlight the state’s high-crash 
locations in communities of 5,000 
people or more, weighted accord-
ing to fatalities, injury severity and 
property damage.

Seventeen Bismarck locations 
made NDDOT’s 2014-16 list in 
the HSIP, including State Street’s 
intersection with Interstate Avenue 
at No. 1. Again.

Three other Bismarck intersec-
tions also crowd the top fi ve in 
North Dakota. But that doesn’t 
mean the city has the most dan-
gerous corners in North Dakota. 
Context is key.

“We throw 50,000 people every 
day into an intersection and ask 

them to not hit each other,” Bis-
marck city engineer Gabe Schell 
said. “We’re ultimately trying to 
make it as safe as we can.”

Behind the wheel 
Distractions are the biggest rea-

son for crashes, according to Bis-
marck Police Lt. Je�  Solemsaas. 

Police respond to an average of 10 
crashes a day, or about 3,800 per 
year, a third of which are in parking 
lots, such as those of high schools 
or malls, he said.

“Two-thirds are on the street. 
Obviously, the more tra�  c you 
have, the more likely you are to 
have collisions,” Solemsaas said. 
“Statistically, we have collisions 
along State Street, Bismarck Ex-
pressway, Century Avenue, any-
where there’s more tra�  c.”

From 3 to 6 p.m. is a high-crash 
time in Bismarck, the tra�  c lieu-
tenant said, with some crashes 
happening during the morning 
commute. The fi rst snow of the 
season is notable as well, said 
Solemsaas, noting that’s rooted 
in driver behavior not adapting to 
new road conditions.

Schell agreed driver behavior can 
o� er some challenges, particularly 
regarding yellow lights.

“If I see that yellow light, I might 
slow down, you might speed up or 
vice versa,” he said. “Because ev-
eryone’s making di� erent deci-
sions at those areas, we try to make 
those facilities as safe as we can.”

Yellow lights should be a deci-
sion point, not a signal to speed up, 
according to Schell.

Street smarts: Crash data 
highlight local intersections

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Looking north at the intersection of Bismarck Expressway and Third Street, there were 18 crashes in 2014, 28 in 2015 and 20 in 2016. Of the 66 collisions 
over the three-year period, 20 resulted in an injury and 46 involved property damage only. Of the total accidents, 44 were rear-end collisions. Thirty-two 
percent occurred from 4 to 7 p.m., according to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, which ranks the intersection as 18th in the state, using 
a formula that weighs the number of crashes and their severity. Flashing yellow arrows and countdown timers were installed in 2016. Confi rmation lights 
are planned for installation in 2018. 
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