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Alan Widel
 alan r. “Bob” Widel, 57, Black-

water, mo., passed away surround-
ed by his family Feb. 6, 2018, at 
Good samaritan care center in 
cole camp, mo.

a visitation will be held from 
4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 
knights of columbus Hall, 1515 
radio Hill road, Boonville, mo. a 
memorial service will follow the 
visitation at 7:30 p.m. Private in-
terment, no luncheon planned. ar-
rangements under the direction of 
Howard Funeral Home in Boonville.

alan robert Widel was born 
June 6, 1960, in columbia, mo., the 
son of raymond Dwayne Widel and 

mildred Vada nation Widel. Bob was a graduate of Pilot Grove High 
school. He married elizabeth Boyd Dec. 26, 1987, in mckenzie. in 
1980, Bob started dozing for customers and in time started and 
ran a successful bridge construction and dirt work business, Widel 
inc. above all Bob was a steady man of his faith. Bob was a farm-
er at heart, loved nature, and watching the sun rise and set. He 
cherished every day always seeing the best in others. Bob loved 
his family, he had a special relationship with each and every one.

Bob is preceded in death by is daughter, Olivia Paige.
He is survived by his wife, elizabeth of the home; son, aron 

Widel, Blackwater; daughters, Phoebe ann (Bradley) Bergeson, 
sedalia, mo., sophie Grace Widel and Josie Vada Widel, both of 
Blackwater. also surviving are his grandchildren, Boyd alan Wade 
and Vera ann Bergeson, sedalia; his brothers, ronnie Widel, Green 
ridge, mo., and randy (nancy) Widel, Blackwater; sisters, renita 
(ron) silvers, Warrensburg, mo., and sandy (rick) schibi, seda-
lia; and many nieces and nephews.

memorial contributions are suggested to the ronald mcDon-
ald House.

Online condolences may be left at: www.howardfh.com.

OBITUARIES

Jessie Swedlund
 Jessie swedlund, 99, died Jan. 

31, 2018. a memorial service will 
be held at 1 p.m. monday, Feb. 12, 
at Bismarck Funeral Home.

emily Doris Jessie was born Jan. 
16, 1919, in sussex, england, to 
Frederick and emily Baron. When 
Jessie was a baby the family immi-
grated to Quebec, canada, and set-
tled in the Brownsburg area where 
her sister Dorothy was born. she 
grew up attending school in the 
area. in July of 1939, her mother 
decided to return to england. she 
would not go unless her daughters 
also went. Jessie and her sister in-
tended to get their mother settled 

and return to canada. in september of 1939, World War ii broke 
out in europe and they were unable to return. During the war, 
Jessie worked for the war effort as a machine operator making 
parts for the spitfire airplanes. in 1950, Jessie returned to can-
ada and joined her sister who had returned three years earlier. 
Jessie’s sister, Dorothy moved with her family to san Francisco 
in 1956. Jessie visited her sister and during that time met her fu-
ture husband, cliff swedlund. in 1959, Jessie moved to san Fran-
cisco. she married cliff in 1961 and lived in san Francisco until 
1977, when they moved to Bismarck after cliff retired, where she 
lived for 30 years. Jessie was a devoted follower of christ. she 
enjoyed knitting and made beautiful sweaters.

Jessie was preceded in death by her parents; and loving hus-
band, cliff.

Jessie is survived by her sister, Dorothy Poulin; nieces, Brenda 
rascoe and marlyn Poulin; and a nephew, robert Poulin, all of cal-
ifornia; and a great-nephew, Guy (Brenda) Tangedahll, Bismarck.

in lieu of flowers, the family prefers a memorial to a charity 
of your choice.

Carolyn Seibel
 services for carolyn seibel, 

76, mobridge, s.D., will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. saturday, Feb. 10, at 
the ucc church in mobridge. Visita-
tion will be from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday 
with the family present at kesling 
Funeral Home, mobridge. carolyn 
passed away Feb. 7, 2018, at the 
mobridge regional Hospital. kes-
ling Funeral Home of mobridge is 
in charge of arrangements.

carolyn Fay seibel was born 
nov. 7, 1941, in eureka, s.D., to ar-
thur and clara Olga (Beck) Berreth. 
she attended Orth country school 
through the eighth grade, graduat-
ing in may 1955. she attended Her-

reid High school for one year.
carolyn married Henry seibel on nov. 22, 1956. They were mar-

ried by The rev. rieker in the evangelical united Brethren church 
in Herreid, s.D. carolyn and Henry had five children, Genevieve, 
roy, sharlene, Vern, and rebecca. after they were married they 
farmed near Gettysburg and mound city, s.D. in 1968, they moved 
to Bismarck, where she was a nurse’s aide at the Baptist Home 
and a custodian at century High school. They moved to mobridge 
in 1990 and carolyn worked as a nurse’s aide at the Golden Liv-
ing center until retiring in 1991.

carolyn is survived by her children, Genevieve seibel, Bis-
marck, roy (renee) seibel, Bismarck, sharlene (randy) reuer, 
Jamestown, rebecca (Tom) schultz, Jamestown; one sister, ma-
rie ruzsa, selby, s.D.; one brother, merle (Linda) Berreth, red-
wood Falls, minn.; nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

she was preceded in death by her parents; son, Vern; one sis-
ter, Lucille Forbess; two brothers-in-law, melvin Wiedmeier and 
raymond ruzsa; and Henry ‘Hank” seibel.

Stephen Millner
 stephen m. millner, 60, Bismarck, died Feb. 7, 2018, at a Bis-

marck care center. mass of christian burial will be held at 10 a.m. 
monday, Feb. 12, at corpus christi catholic church.

Visitation will be sunday from 5 to 8 p.m. with a rosary at 
7 p.m. at Bismarck Funeral Home. Further arrangements are 
pending with Bismarck Funeral Home.

Keith Salter
 keith salter, 82, died Feb. 7, 2018, at sanford Health sunset 

Drive—a Prospera community, mandan. services will be held at 
11:30 a.m. monday, Feb. 12, at First Lutheran church, 800 n 7th 
st., Bismarck.

Visitation will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. sunday at Parkway Fu-
neral service, 2330 Tyler Parkway, Bismarck, where a prayer ser-
vice will begin at 7 p.m.

Further arrangements are pending with Parkway Funeral 
service.

Katherine Schulz
 VeLVa — katherine L. schulz, 98, Velva, formerly of mott, 

passed away Feb. 7, 2018, at the souris Valley care center in Vel-
va, at the age of 98 years, one month, nine days.

The rosary service will be held at 10:30 a.m. followed by the 
mass of christian burial at 11 a.m., both on monday, Feb. 12, at st. 
Vincent’s catholic church in mott. Fr. stephen Folorunso will offi-
ciate, with burial in sunnyslope cemetery, mott.

surviving family members include her son, Peter n. schulz, 
crookston, minn.; daughter, Garnetta Wanner, minot; eight grand-
children; 16 great-grandchildren and two step-great-grandchildren.

she was preceded in death by her husband; five brothers, nick, 
karl, John, Frank, and Pete; and four sisters all in infancy, eva, 
katie, katie, and eva; and a sister, Lena.

Charlotte Jensen
 charlotte L. Jensen, 93, Bismarck, went to be home with her 

Lord and savior Jesus christ, Feb. 7, 2018, at a Bismarck hospital. 
services will be held at a later date. Further arrangements with 
Bismarck Funeral Home.

Dennis Witt
 JamesTOWn — Dennis Witt, 72, Jamestown, passed 

away Feb. 7, 2018, at sanford Hospital, Fargo. services 
will be held at 10 a.m. monday, Feb. 12, at Temple Bap-
tist church, Jamestown. Burial will be in north Dakota 
Veterans cemetery, mandan.

Family will be receiving friends from 5 to 7 p.m. sunday with 
a prayer service at 7 p.m. at eddy Funeral Home, Jamestown. On-
line guest book: www.eddyfuneralhome.com.

Maggie Volk
 maggie Volk, 95, Bismarck, died Feb. 7, 2018, at cHi st. alex-

ius Health, Bismarck. mass of christian burial will be held at 
11 a.m. monday, Feb. 12, at church of the ascension, 1825 s 3rd 
st., Bismarck.

Visitation will be held from 3 to 6 p.m. sunday at Parkway Fu-
neral service, 2330 Tyler Parkway, Bismarck, where a vigil/rosa-
ry will begin at 6 p.m.

Further arrangements are pending with Parkway Funeral ser-
vice, Bismarck.

Brian Gravning
 HeTTinGer — Brian Terry Gravning, 52, rural Hettinger, passed 

away suddenly at his home in northern adams county.
service of remembrance for Brian will be held at 2 p.m. sunday, 

Feb. 11, at the Hettinger Lutheran church in Hettinger. The rev. 
Tom Davis will officiate and burial will follow at the richland cem-
etery near his home. Visitation will be from 3 to 7 p.m. saturday 
followed by a gathering of family and friends at 7 p.m., all at the 
centennial chapel of evanson Jensen Funeral Homes in Hettinger.

Brian is survived by his wife, Libby Gravning; daughters, Paige 
(Brandon) Byler, ellinwood, kan., and kaycee schwind, Fargo; 
his parents, Terry and myrna Gravning, Hettinger; brother, Greg 
Gravning, Hettinger; two granddaughters, madalynn and charleigh 
Byler; nephew, Gabe (steph) Gravning, Bismarck; niece, amanda 
Gravning, Bismarck; great-nephew, abraham Gravning and great-
niece, abigail Gravning.

Brian was preceded in death by both grandparents, earl and 
Virginia meisner, and melvin and Thelma Gravning.

in lieu of flowers, a memorial will be established in Brian’s 
memory.

condolences to Brian’s family can be sent through our website 
at www.evansonjensenfuneralhome.com.

SAMUEL MCNEIL
Associated Press 

 DHOFAR DESERT, Oman 
— Two scientists in space-
suits, stark white against 
the auburn terrain of des-
olate plains and dunes, test 
a geo-radar built to map 
Mars by dragging the flat box 
across the rocky sand.

When the geo-radar stops 
working, the two walk back 
to their all-terrain vehicles 
and radio colleagues at their 
nearby base camp for guid-
ance. They can’t turn to their 
mission command, far off in 
the Alps, because commu-
nications from there are de-
layed 10 minutes.

But this isn’t the red 
planet — it’s the Arabian 
Peninsula.

The desolate desert in 
southern Oman, near the 
borders of Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia, resembles Mars so 
much that more than 200 

scientists from 25 nations 
chose it as their location for 
the next four weeks, to field-
test technology for a manned 
mission to Mars.

Public and private ven-
tures are racing toward Mars 
— both former President 
Barack Obama and SpaceX 

founder Elon Musk declared 
humans would walk on the 
red planet in a few decades.

New challengers like China 
are joining the United States 
and Russia in space with an 
ambitious, if vague, Mars 
program. Aerospace corpo-
rations like Blue Origin have 

published schematics of fu-
ture bases, ships and suits.

The successful launch 
of SpaceX Falcon Heavy 
rocket this week “puts us in 
a completely different realm 
of what we can put into deep 
space, what we can send to 
Mars,” said analog astronaut 
Kartik Kumar.

The next step to Mars, he 
says, is to tackle non-engi-
neering problems like medi-
cal emergency responses and 
isolation.

“These are things I think 
can’t be underestimated.” 
Kumar said.

While cosmonauts and 
astronauts are learning valu-
able spacefaring skills on the 
International Space Station 
— and the U.S. is using vir-
tual reality to train scien-
tists — the majority of work 
to prepare for interplanetary 
expeditions is being done on 
Earth.

Mars simulation test held in remote desert

SAM MCNEIL, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Two scientists test space suits and a geo-radar for use in a future 
Mars mission Wednesday in the dhofar desert of southern Oman. 

KEVIN FREKING  
AND MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans rode the tea party 
wave to power eight years 
ago on a message of fiscal 
responsibility and attack-
ing budget deficits, and 
kept at it during President 
Barack Obama’s two terms.

That was then.
On Thursday, however, a 

Republican-led Congress 
was rounding up support 
for a bipartisan budget bill 
that would put the govern-
ment on track for annual 
deficits topping $1 trillion, 
a gap last seen toward the 
end of Obama’s first term.

The projection for mas-
sive budget deficits has 
split Republicans. Dedi-
cated fiscal conservatives 
criticized the plan while 
others accepted it as a 
necessary compromise to 
shore up military spending 
and keep the government 
running after a short-lived 
shutdown last month.

“I think the spend-
ing in this is reckless 
and irresponsible,” said 
Rep. Thomas Massie, 
R-Ky., a conservative 
who is backed by the tea  
party.

Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
said the budget agreement 
was “doubling down on the 
irresponsible mentality in 
Congress of spend now, 
pay later. To say I am dis-
couraged by the outcome 
of these negotiations would 
be an understatement.”

Corker voted for the re-
cent Republican tax cut af-
ter raising similar concerns 
in the weeks leading up to 
the vote.

Republicans are pin-
ning their long-term 
hopes on their $1.5 tril-
lion tax cut, which they 
say eventually will stim-
ulate enough economic 
growth to help reduce the 
deficit. GOP leaders were 
using that argument and 
a desire to boost military 
spending to sell the bud-
get plan. Congress needs 

to approve a spending bill 
by midnight Thursday to 
avoid a partial government  
shutdown.

Many in the GOP ranks 
were willing to sign on de-
spite the soaring deficit.

“It all comes down to one 
thing — economic growth. 
That’s where you take care 
of the debt and deficit,” said 
Rep. Dennis Ross, R-Fla.

Republicans supporting 
the package include de-
fense hawks who say mil-
itary readiness has been 
harmed by years of auto-
matic budget cuts known as 
sequestration. The budget 
bill boosts defense spend-
ing by $165 billion over two 
years.

“If you vote no, you’re 
voting against fixing the 
military,” said Rep. Mac 
Thornberry, R-Texas, 
chairman of the House 
Armed Services Commit-
tee.

Conservative angst about 
the growing deficit was 
valid, he said: “But you 
are not going to fix them 
by cutting our military or 
by failing to provide the 
equipment that our troops  
need.”

Other lawmakers cited 
the need to keep the gov-
ernment running and boost 
domestic spending on in-
frastructure and programs 
such as community health 
centers. The budget plan 
also was drawing support 
from Republicans repre-
senting states that would 
benefit from $89 billion in 
aid to speed recovery from 
last year’s hurricanes and 
wildfires.

Still, some GOP activ-
ists worried that the deal 
reinforces the notion that 
congressional Republicans 
are not delivering on their 
promises to slash spend-
ing and reduce the size 
of government. The plan 
could demoralize some 
Republican voters, hurt-
ing the party’s efforts to 
keep its majorities in the 
House and Senate, they  
said.

$1 trillion deficit 
sours some 
Republicans

JACQUELYN MARTIN, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

House Speaker Paul ryan, center, leaves the podium as he 
turns toward rep. Mac Thornberry, chairman of the armed 
Services Committee, left, after a news conference Thursday on 
Capitol Hill in Washington.

NATION-WORLD

FUNERALS TODAY
 Alisa Horner, 38, 2 p.m., Faith Lutheran church, Bismarck. 

(Bismarck Funeral Home)
Curtis Munsch, 75, Bismarck, 11 a.m., Parkway Funeral ser-

vice, Bismarck.
Tyler Nagel, 22, La crosse, Wis., 10:30 a.m., st. James catho-

lic church, La crosse. (Dickinson Family Funeral Home, La crosse)
Tillie Walker, 88, mandaree, 10:30 a.m., Water chief Hall, 

mandaree. (Fulkerson stevenson Funeral Home, Watford city)

STATE OBITUARIES
 BOTTINEAU—Harlan Flaata, 89.
CARRINGTON—Donna Hager, 78.
CLEVELAND—ruth Gomke, 93.
ELLENDALE—ryan roaldson, 66.
GRAND FORKS—Olga Fetsch, 97.
MINOT—Joann Olson, 60.
WAHPETON—Paul Wawers, 84.
WEST FARGO—David Bigelow, 46; elaine stordahl, 83.


