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 The Bismarck Tribune welcomed 
a new publisher on Thursday.

Gary Adkisson, formerly pub-
lisher of The Sentinel in Carlisle, 
Pa., was named by Lee Enterprises 
to lead the Bismarck newspaper.

“Gary has an impressive record 
of accomplishment 
and has excelled in 
every area of our 
business,” said Ju-
lie Bechtel, a group 
publisher for Lee 
Enterprises, which 
owns the Bismarck 
Tribune. “He has 
great passion for 

strong local news and outstanding 
service to readers and advertisers.”

Adkisson, who began his du-
ties Thursday and spent the day 
meeting with employees, said he 
is looking forward to building re-
lationships with business, civic 
and charitable organizations in 
Bismarck-Mandan.

“There is nothing I enjoy more 
than meeting our readers and ad-
vertisers, and that will be my pri-
ority in the upcoming weeks and 
months,” he said.

Adkisson, 60, joined Lee Enter-
prises in 2014 after serving as gen-
eral manager of The Paducah Sun 
in Paducah, Ky., since 2007.

He previously was regional 
publisher of three daily newspa-
pers and 13 weekly publications 
at Brown Publishing in Delaware, 
Ohio. His career also includes po-
sitions as publisher at the Bluefi eld 
Daily Telegraph in Bluefi eld, W.Va.; 
the Weatherford Democrat in 
Weatherford, Texas; and Livermore 
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A mason works on the sca� olding at the west side of Watcher Middle School for the new music wing next to the cafetorium on Thursday in Bismarck. The 
site is part of the $57.5 million construction project for additions and renovations to the three Bismarck public middle schools and improvements to the 
two high schools. A gymnasium and locker room is also being added to the east side of the school.
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 Local organizations are once 
again teaming up to bring a little 
holiday cheer to children in need 
through the Christmas Playpen—a 

program in which gently-used toys 
and bikes are gathered, repaired 
and provided to area families.

“We don’t want any child to go 
without Christmas,” said Maj. Faye 
Flanagan with the Bismarck-Man-
dan Salvation Army.

Beginning Friday, toys and bikes 
can be donated at the Go Mini’s 
storage unit, located at Dan’s Su-

permarket’s south location park-
ing lot, 835 S. Washington St. Do-
nations will be collected through 
Nov. 24.

Monetary donations, used to fi ll 
gaps in gift donations, should be 
sent to The Bismarck Tribune.

“We make sure every child 
gets something new,” Flanagan 
said.

The toys and bicycles are then 
brought to the North Dakota State 
Penitentiary, the Missouri River 
Correctional Center and the Da-
kota Women’s Correctional and 
Rehabilitation Center to be re-
paired by inmates.

More than 500 children from 

Christmas Playpen accepting donations
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 Sanford Health and Mid Dakota 
Clinic executives took the stand 
to defend their companies’ pro-
posed merger in U.S. District Court 
Thursday.

The merger is at the center of an 
anti-trust lawsuit fi led by the Fed-
eral Trade Commission and North 
Dakota Attorney General. Thurs-
day was the fi rst day the defense 
o� ered testimony in a preliminary 
injunction hearing to halt merger 
talks until a formal FTC hearing 
can be held in Washington, D.C., 
near the end of the month.

The FTC and attorney general 
are alleging that the deal would vi-
olate antitrust law by signifi cantly 
reducing competition for adult 
primary care physician services, 
pediatric services, obstetrics and 
gynecology services, and general 
surgery physician services.
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 WASHINGTON — With fan-
fare and a White House kicko� , 
House Republicans unfurled a 
broad tax-overhaul plan Thurs-
day that would touch virtually all 
Americans and the economy’s ev-
ery corner, mingling sharply lower 
rates for corporations and reduced 
personal taxes for many with fewer 
deductions for home-buyers and 
families with steep medical bills.

The measure, which would be 
the most extensive rewrite of the 
nation’s tax code in three decades, 
is the product of a party that faces 
increasing pressure to produce a 
marquee legislative victory of some 
sort before next year’s elections. 
GOP leaders touted the plan as a 
sparkplug for the economy and a 
boon to the middle class and chris-

tened it the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
“We are working to give the 

American people a giant tax cut 
for Christmas,” President Donald 

Trump said in the Oval O�  ce. The 
measure, he said, “will also be tax 
reform, and it will create jobs.”

It would also increase the na-

tional debt, a problem for some 
Republicans. And Democrats at-
tacked the proposal as the GOP’s 
latest bonanza for the rich, with a 
phase-out of the inheritance tax 
and repeal of the alternative mini-
mum tax on the highest earners — 
certain to help Trump and mem-
bers of his family and Cabinet, 
among others.

“If you’re the wealthiest 1 per-
cent, Republicans will give you the 
sun, the moon and the stars, all of 
that at the expense of the great 
middle class,” said House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.

And there was enough dis-
content among Republicans and 
business groups to leave the leg-
islation’s fate uncertain in a jour-
ney through Congress that lead-
ers hope will deposit a landmark 
bill on Trump’s desk by year’s 
end.

GOP tax bill would cut 
rates, popular breaks
House unfurls most 
extensive rewrite in 
nearly three decades
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President Donald Trump holds an example of what a new tax form may look 
like during a meeting on tax policy with Republican lawmakers Thursday in 
the Cabinet Room of the White House with House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
left, and Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee.
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