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 Oil companies fl ared 17 percent of 
natural gas produced in September, 
exceeding the state’s fl aring targets 
for the fi rst time since they were ad-
opted three years ago.

Director of Mineral Resources 
Lynn Helms said the fl aring of 
323 million cubic feet per day was 
caused by unanticipated mainte-
nance problems with pipelines, 
natural gas processing plants and 
compressor stations. 

Under guidelines adopted by the 
North Dakota Industrial Commis-
sion, oil companies are supposed to 
capture 85 percent of natural gas or 
limit fl aring to no more than 15 per-
cent.

Flaring increased from 14 percent 
in August to 17 percent in Septem-
ber, an increase of 54 million cubic 
feet per day.

Helms said the vast majority of 
the increased fl aring was caused 
by unforeseeable circumstances 
and likely won’t lead to regulators 
requiring companies to restrict oil 
and natural gas production.

Justin Kringstad, director of the 
North Dakota Pipeline Authority, 

said he does not expect the high-
er-than-average fl aring to continue 
into October and November.

However, additional natural gas 
processing plants and other infra-
structure will be needed to stay on 
track with the state’s gas capture 
goals, which will increase to 88 per-
cent on Nov. 1, 2018, Helms said.

“We’re rapidly approaching the 
capacity for what we have out there 
for infrastructure,” he said.

North Dakota oil production in-
creased 1.6 percent in September 
to an average of 1.1 million barrels 
per day, according to preliminary 
fi gures.

It’s the fi rst time the state’s pro-

duction has exceeded 1.1 million 
barrels per day since March 2016, 
Helms said.

“It’s very encouraging,” he said.
Natural gas production saw a 

slight decrease of less than half a 
percent to an average of 1.9 billion 
cubic feet per day. It’s the fi rst time 
in three years that North Dakota gas 
production has decreased while oil 
production increased.

Helms attributes that shift to a 
greater number of wells being de-
veloped outside of the core Bakken 
area, where wells tend to produce 
more natural gas.

The number of wells that have 
been drilled but are waiting on hy-

draulic fracturing crews was 853 at 
the end of September, a decrease of 
10. The number of inactive wells de-
creased by 54 to 1,444 in September.

North Dakota had 14,190 produc-
ing oil and gas wells in September, 
a new all-time high. The state had 
55 drilling rigs operating in the state 
on Wednesday, a level that has held 
steady over the past few months.

Seventy-six percent of oil was 
transported by pipeline in Septem-
ber, while 11 percent was transported 
by rail, Kringstad said.

Reach Amy Dalrymple at 701-250-
8267 or Amy.Dalrymple@bismarcktri-
bune.com

Flaring exceeds state’s limits
Maintenance issues lead 
to significant increase

BLAKE NICHOLSON
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 A New York City woman who 
su� ered a serious arm injury 
while protesting the Dakota Access 
Pipeline last year is preparing for 
her fi fth surgery, even as she faces 
assertions by the government that 
she or her fellow protesters are at 
fault for an explosion they blame 
on police.

Recently unsealed court doc-
uments indicate the government 
last spring sought evidence that 
might implicate Sophia Wilan-
sky of federal crimes dealing with 
homemade explosives by searching 
her Facebook account.

Wilansky was injured during a 
violent clash between protesters 
and police in November 2016 that’s 
become the emblematic skirmish 
of the months-long protest in 
North Dakota against the recently 
fi nished pipeline that’s carrying oil 
to Illinois.

Protesters tried to push past a 
blocked highway bridge near their 
main encampment but were turned 
back by authorities using tear gas, 
rubber bullets and water sprays. 
Police said protesters threw objects 
including rocks, asphalt and water 
bottles at o�  cers.

Wilansky su� ered a left arm 
injury in an explosion. Protest-
ers allege the blast was caused by 
a concussion grenade thrown by 
o�  cers, while police maintain it 
was caused by a propane canister 
that protesters rigged to explode.

“There is probable cause to be-
lieve that violations (of explosives 
laws) have been committed by So-
phia Wilansky,” FBI Special Agent 
Brian VanOosbree said in an a�  -
davit accompanying the March 28 
application for a search warrant for 
her Facebook account.

Eight months later, Wilansky 
hasn’t been charged with any 
crimes, though the investigation is 
ongoing, according to the FBI and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. 

MARILYNN MARCHIONE
Associated Press 

 OAKLAND, Calif. — Scientists 
for the fi rst time have tried edit-
ing a gene inside the body in a bold 
attempt to permanently change a 
person’s DNA to try to cure a dis-
ease.

The experiment was done Mon-
day in California on 44-year-old 
Brian Madeux. Through an IV, he 
received billions of copies of a cor-
rective gene and a genetic tool to 
cut his DNA in a precise spot.

“It’s kind of humbling” to be 
the fi rst to test this, said Madeux, 
who has a metabolic disease called 
Hunter syndrome. “I’m willing to 
take that risk. Hopefully it will help 
me and other people.”

Signs of whether it’s working 
may come in a month; tests will 
show for sure in three months.

If it’s successful, it could give a 
major boost to the fl edgling fi eld 
of gene therapy. Scientists have 
edited people’s genes before, al-
tering cells in the lab that are then 
returned to patients. There also are 
gene therapies that don’t involve 
editing DNA.

But these methods can only be 
used for a few types of diseases. 
Some give results that may not last. 
Some others supply a new gene 
like a spare part, but can’t control 
where it inserts in the DNA, pos-
sibly causing a new problem like 
cancer.

This time, the gene tinkering is 
happening in a precise way inside 
the body. It’s like sending a mini 
surgeon along to place the new 
gene in exactly the right location.

U.S. scientists try first gene editing

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Jeanne Mancini, center, shares a laugh with Jerome Richter, left, University of Mary President Monsignor James Shea, second from right, and The Rev. Josh 
Waltz, right, after her keynote speech for the annual Prayer Day inside the new Lumen Vitae University Center on Wednesday. Mancini, president of the 
March for Life Education and Defense Fund based in Washington, D.C., spoke to the large audience about this year’s theme of “Pray and Work: Building a 
Culture of Life” and the nonprofi t’s pro-life message. “It’s so life giving to be with young people,” Mancini said. “The students here are so self confi dent, 
independent and have a very healthy sense of groundedness.” For more photos, go to bismarcktribune.com. 

Injured 
protester 
still being 
investigated
Woman su�ered 
serious arm injury 
during DAPL protest
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Please see PROTEST, Page A6
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Brian Madeux sits with his girlfriend, Marcie Humphrey, while waiting 
Monday to receive the fi rst human gene editing therapy at the UCSF Benio�  
Children’s Hospital in Oakland, Calif.Please see GENES, Page A6


