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 � Videos: Looking ahead to Sunday’s NFL games
 � Is winter arriving later? Use the interactive map to see for yourself
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Warm Thanksgiving 
Holiday temperatures break 70 
degrees to set new record    DAKOTA, B1

High school hockey
Century, Bismarck opens season  
with wins   SPORTS, D1
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AMY DALRYMPLE
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 Federal prosecutors are seeking 
prison time for a man they say en-
dangered drinking water sources by 
illegally operating an oilfield salt-

water disposal well near Dickinson 
and then attempting to cover up his 
environmental crimes.

But a defense attorney for Jason 
Halek argues in court records that 
probation and home confinement is 
the right punishment, referring to 
the situation as a permit violation.

Halek, of Southlake, Texas, is 
scheduled to be sentenced Monday 
in U.S. District Court in Bismarck 
after he pleaded guilty in April to 

three felony counts of violating the 
Safe Drinking Water Act.

The case involves a saltwater 
disposal well that Halek Operating 
continued operating in early 2012 
even after state regulators ordered 
wastewater injections to stop be-
cause the well was not in compliance 
with environmental rules.

Prosecutors for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Environmental 
Crimes Section say in court docu-

ments that Jason Halek directed an 
associate to move a safety device 
within the well, known as a “packer,” 
to deceive inspectors. He then cov-
ered up his illegal conduct with false 
statements and failed to fully com-
ply with a grand jury’s subpoenas, 
prosecutors say.

“In short, Halek willfully violated 
laws designed to protect the pub-
lic’s drinking water and, thereafter, 
took active steps to hide his criminal 

acts,” prosecutors wrote.
Before Halek came to North Da-

kota, he was accused by the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission 
of fraudulently selling investments 
in Texas oil and gas projects, raising 
$22 million from at least 300 inves-
tors nationwide.

Prosecutors allege that a judg-
ment from the SEC requiring Halek 

Oil operator could face prison

JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press 

 Fewer North Dakotans are re-
porting seven-figure incomes due 
to a prolonged slump in agriculture 
and energy prices, the state’s tax 
commissioner says.

Figures released to The Asso-
ciated Press show 686 people re-
ported incomes of more than $1 
million on their 2016 individual tax 
returns, a drop of nearly 40 per-
cent from the record 1,120 people 
in 2014 when the state’s oil boom 
was at its zenith.

Data show 950 North Dakotans 
reporting income of more than $1 
million in 2015.

“The biggest reason for the 
drop is the decline in commodity 
prices,” said Ryan Rauschenberger, 
the state’s tax commissioner. Oil 
prices and production peaked in 
2014 before “it really started to 
decline,” he said.

In 2006, when North Dakota’s 
oil boom was in its infancy, there 
were 339 so-called “income mil-
lionaires.”

Rauschenberger said most of 
the people reporting seven-figure 
incomes are in North Dakota’s 17 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Black Friday in Bismarck ap-
peared to be off to a slow start, but 
warm weather coupled with good 

deals brought out swarms of shop-
pers to the Kirkwood Mall, Pine-
hurst Square Shopping Center, 
Gateway Mall and other retailers, 
such as Menards and Lowe’s.

The Kirkwood Mall remained 
closed on Thanksgiving, but some 
anchor stores, including JCPenney, 
kept with the holiday tradition and 
opened Thursday for those looking 

to nab a bargain.
Jennifer Wilson, general man-

ager of Kirkwood Mall, said 200 
people lined up at 6 a.m. Friday 
waiting for the shopping center 
to open, as well as for their door-
buster promotion of 200 $10 gift 
certificates to various retailers 
inside. After 6 a.m., there was a 
lull, but shopping picked back up 

after about 7:30 a.m., according to 
Wilson.

Mall hallways remained packed 
midday Friday, as people ambled 

Nice weather draws shoppers

tom Stromme, TRIBUNE 

The Lewis family, from left, Gerald, Brexlie holding Remi, 18 months, and Taleah, 3, stand next to their packed vehicle filled with Black Friday sales 
items outside the JCPenney store in Bismarck on Friday. “This is our second load,” said Brexlie Lewis. “We got a TV, some toys, clothes, a scooter and a 
trampoline.” The Lewis’ are from Dickinson.

Number of
N. Dakota
millionaires
is in decline

BRIAN ROHAN AND SAMY MAGDY
Associated Press 

 CAIRO — In the deadliest-ever 
attack by Islamic extremists in 

Egypt, militants assaulted a crowded 
mosque Friday during prayers, blast-
ing helpless worshippers with gun-
fire and rocket-propelled grenades 
and blocking their escape routes. At 
least 235 people were killed before 
the assailants got away.

The attack in the troubled north-
ern part of the Sinai Peninsula tar-
geted a mosque frequented by Su-

fis, members of a mystic movement 
within Islam. Islamic militants, 
including the local affiliate of the 
Islamic State group, consider Sufis 
heretics because of their less literal 
interpretations of the faith.

President Donald Trump de-
nounced what he called a “horrible 
and cowardly terrorist attack on 
innocent and defenseless worship-

pers.”
“The world cannot tolerate terror-

ism” he said on Twitter, “we must 
defeat them militarily and discredit 
the extremist ideology that forms 
the basis of their existence!” He later 
tweeted that the attack showed the 
need to get “tougher and smarter,” 
including by building the wall he has 
promised along the U.S. border with 

Mexico.
The U.N. Security Council and 

Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres have condemned the deadly 
attack on a mosque in Egypt’s Sinai 
Peninsula in “the strongest terms” 
and called for the perpetrators to be 
brought to justice.

Islamic militants kill at least 235 worshipers at Cairo mosque

Halek to be sentenced 
on Monday over felony 
environmental violations

Black Friday patrons 
out in force after slow 
start to season of sales

 � More inside: Black Friday 
shows stores are still alive in the 
Amazon era, A4

Attack is Egypt’s 
deadliest committed 
by Islamic extremists

Data from 2016 
show a drop of 40 
percent post boom
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SHOP SMALL,
WIN BIG!

Look inside to see how you can
win one of five $100 gift cards!

No purchase necessary to win.


