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 WASHINGTON — Over the 
strong objections of his own 
Justice Department, President 
Donald Trump will clear the way 
for the publication of a classifi ed 
memo on the Russia investiga-
tion that Republicans say shows 
improper use of surveillance by 
the FBI, White House o�  cials 
said Thursday.

The memo, prepared by Re-
publicans on the House Intel-
ligence Committee, is said to 
allege FBI misconduct in the 
initial stages of its investigation 
of potential ties between Russia 
and Trump’s 2016 campaign. 
Trump’s Justice Department 
and Democrats furiously lobbied 
Trump to stop the release, saying 
it could harm national security 
and mislead the public.

A White House o�  cial said 
Congress would probably be 
informed of the decision today, 
adding Trump was “OK” with its 
release. A second White House 
o�  cial said Trump was likely 
to declassify the congressional 
memo but the precise method 
for making it public was still 
being fi gured out. The o�  cials 
were not authorized to be quoted 
about private deliberations and 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity.

The FBI’s stance means that 
Trump, by allowing the memo’s 
release, would be openly defying 
his own FBI director. It also sug-
gests a clear willingness by FBI 
Director Christopher Wray to 
challenge a president who just 
months ago fi red his predeces-
sor, James Comey.

The House intelligence panel 
voted along party lines Mon-
day to put the memo out, giving 
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 Michaela Howe, 33, of the Fort 
Berthold Indian Reservation, a 
U.S. Army veteran, started drinking 
when she was 10 years old — after 
her three brothers died in front of 
her. Howe blamed herself, as she 
was the oldest of six children.

When she returned home after 
eight years in the military, she de-
veloped postpartum depression and 
her drinking worsened.

Aaron Fowler, 37, an associate 
pastor at Lighthouse Church in 

Fargo, grew up in Las Vegas, and 
there, in 2008, he was charged with 
possession of methamphetamine. 
A judge gave him a second chance, 
sentencing him to treatment in-
stead of prison.

Joe Fay, 29, of Cando, used to get 
high on any type of drug, starting 
at a young age. He’s well known 
in his hometown of Bismarck, but 
not for the right reasons. Fay said 
he thought he was a drug addict 
when he was sentenced to a year in 
prison in 2013, but, when he got out, 
he was “10 times worse.”

There are many di� erent faces of 
addiction, which is often coupled 
with a mental illness. To help peo-
ple struggling with substance use 
disorders, treatment providers are 
increasingly looking to peer spe-

cialists to share their unique stories 
of recovery and, in turn, help others 
dealing with addiction.

In a conference room of a hotel 
in Bismarck on Thursday, dozens 
of people from across North Da-
kota were being trained to become 
certifi ed peer specialists, including 
Howe, Fowler and Fay. The week-
long training program is funded 
through the Free Through Recov-
ery Program, which was created by 
the state’s justice reinvestment ini-
tiative that allocated $7 million for 
recovery services, including peer 
support.

“It hurts to see people leave 
treatment, and they have no sup-
port,” said Fay, who completed 
treatment two years ago and works 
for the Heartview Foundation in 

Cando. “I’m here to get the help to 
people who need it, where they can 
get it.”

Peer specialists use their expe-
riences of recovery from an addic-
tion or mental illness, and, through 
formal training, are able to support 
others in a behavioral health set-
ting.

In recent years, there has been 
a sharp increase in the use of peer 
support services within treatment 
settings to assist in recovery. Recent 
research shows peer support can 
signifi cantly reduce relapse.

“Their role is to connect people 
with resources in the community,” 
said Ike Powell, director of training 
for Georgia-based Appalachian 

Peer support aids those 
within addiction’s grasp
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Role playing was part of the peer support training o� ered Thursday in Bismarck. From left, Jake Metcalf asks Margeaux Walking Elk, center, about her 
addiction. Listening in back is Becki Lawler.

Classified 
memo will 
be released
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 Conservationists warned Thurs-
day that North Dakota’s Badlands 
are threatened by oil and gas devel-
opment unless the public and state 
leaders take action.

The Badlands Conservation Al-
liance and the North Dakota Wild-
life Federation have released a fi lm 
called “Keeping All the Pieces” 
aimed at trying to minimize im-
pacts of energy development on the 
state’s natural resources.

“The threat is real and it’s up to 
us to act,” Jan Swenson, executive 
director of the Badlands Conserva-
tion Alliance, says in the 15-minute 
fi lm. “Either we do this now, or we 
lose it all.”

The organizations showed the 
fi lm Thursday at the Bismarck Pub-
lic Library and planned to deliver a 
copy to Gov. Doug Burgum, who 
leads the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission that regulates oil de-
velopment.

Mike McEnroe, past president of 
the North Dakota Wildlife Federa-
tion, said the aim is to spur a pub-
lic conversation about a long-term 
plan for oil development.

“We have 14,000 wells now. 
We’re on our way to 50,000 or 
60,000 wells with the Bakken 
and we’ve got other formations,” 
McEnroe said during a news con-
ference. “What do we want out of 
this 20, 30, 40, 50 years from now? 
Let’s start the conversation now.”

The groups said they’d like to see 
landscape-level planning for oil 

Film urges action to protect Badlands APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 WARWICK — Warwick Pub-
lic Schools has suspended three 
basketball coaches as it looks 
into a reported sexual assault 
allegedly involving students last 
month in Bismarck.

The incident, which report-
edly happened Jan. 5 during a 
boys’ basketball trip to Bismarck, 
allegedly included students leav-
ing their hotel room and “engag-
ing in inappropriate behaviors,” 
according to documents ob-
tained Thursday.

Superintendent Dean Dauph-
inais confi rmed the school is 
investigating the alleged sexual 
assault and whether students 
violated school policy.

“One thing that people have 
to understand is, in the school 
when we investigate these 
things, we investigate whether 

Three coaches 
suspended amid 
sex assault report

Weeklong training 
program is funded by 
Free Through Recovery
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warn ‘the threat is real’

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Mike McEnroe, left, of the North Dakota Wildlife Federation, and Jan Swenson 
of the Badlands Conservation Alliance, present Thursday in Bismarck a fi lm 
that aims to support preservation of the North Dakota Badlands.
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