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What House 
memo reveals

 The House memo re-
leased Feb. 2 claims that 
former FBI Deputy Director 
Andrew McCabe testifi ed 
to the House Intelligence 
Committee in a closed-door 
meeting on Dec. 19 that “no 
surveillance warrant would 
have been sought” from the 
FISA court “without the 
Steele dossier information.” 
The Democrats disagree. We 
will have to fi nd out in the 
coming weeks, or hopefully 
days, what supporting video 
tapes and documents exist 
to support that assertion.

We do know that former 
FBI Director James Comey 
told a Senate committee 
that the dossier remained 
“salacious and unverifi ed” 
in a televised Senate hear-
ing. We also know the dos-
sier was paid for by Hillary 
Clinton and her DNC for 
a reported $12 million to 
get dirt on Donald Trump. 
With all this in mind how 
and why did Comey’s FBI 
use the Steele dossier as 
the primary evidence at the 
FISA court?

Then there’s the FBI love-
birds Peter Strzok and Lisa 
Page who hated Trump so 
much that they wanted an 
“insurance policy” just in 
case Trump was elected. 
Obviously both of the love-
birds need to be questioned. 
Was the “insurance policy” 
the phony dossier? Did the 
FBI intentionally deceive 
the FISA Court?

It was interesting to see 
how the FBI and Justice 
Department along with 
their compliant cohorts in 
the media were begging the 
president not to release the 
memo supposedly because 
of the possible exposure 
of classifi ed secrets of 
“sources and methods.” We 
now know after reading the 
four-page memo that this 
was utter nonsense, all lies 
to prevent the truth from 
being revealed. The FBI and 
the main stream media want 
the public to know nothing 
about their nefarious activ-
ities. The need for Attorney 

General Je�  Sessions to call 
for a special investigator to 
look into the activities of 
the FBI is now obvious to 
all.

Tom Hammerel, 
Bismarck

Burgum knew 
what he signed

 The North Dakota state 
director for Planned Par-
enthood (curious, since 
Planned Parenthood ad-
mits there “currently are 
no health centers in North 
Dakota” (https://www.
plannedparenthood.org/
health-center/nd)) stated 
that Gov. Doug Burgum 
erred when he signed our 
state’s Sanctity of Human 
Life Month proclamation, 
insinuating he did not know 
what he was doing and that 
he was not representing the 
people of North Dakota. 
Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

I think it’s safe to say 
that Burgum is a very smart 
man. He was the CEO of 
Great Plains Software (sold 
to Microsoft for $1.1 bil-
lion), a senior vice president 
at Microsoft, and member 
of boards for a number of 
companies and founder of 
others. To get to these po-
sitions, you have to be stra-
tegic, thoughtful, and read 
important documents put in 
front of you before signing 
them! This proclamation 
certainly falls within this 
category.

The Sanctity of Human 
Life Month proclamation 
is not deceptive and clearly 
states what it means. Bur-
gum undoubtedly knew that 
the proclamation stated, 
in part, “in keeping with 
the cherished fundamental 
principle of the American 
people, life from the unborn 
child to the senior citizen 
is a most valued part of our 
society.” To state that he 
“signed a deceptive ‘Sanc-
tity of Human Life Month’ 
proclamation” and was 
somehow duped into sign-
ing it is frankly insulting to 
the man leading our great 
state.

We applaud Burgum for 
a�  rming that preborn chil-
dren are “life,” something 
organizations like Planned 
Parenthood conveniently 
try to ignore. Make no 
mistake, preborn children 
are being killed in Planned 
Parenthood and similar 
clinics around the country. 
We thank Burgum for ac-
knowledging that preborn 
children are a valued part of 
our society.
Mark Jorritsma, Bismarck

Mark Jorritsma is president 
and executive director of the 
Family Policy Alliance of North 
Dakota.

Heitkamp doesn’t 
back tax cuts

 Sen. Heidi Heitkamp’s 
guest to the State of the 
Union deserves the utmost 
praise. Dennis Kooren drove 
a truck for UPS for over 30 
years, often lifting packages 
over 100 pounds. As anyone 
who has made a career of 
heavy lifting knows, it takes 
a toll on the body.

Kooren now advocates on 
behalf of his fellow truck 
drivers, warehouse work-
ers, and other heavy lifters 
across the country who 
paid into the Central States 
Pension Fund and risk not 
receiving their benefi t once 
the fund runs dry.

As reported in the Wil-
liston Herald, Heitkamp 
hoped Kooren’s presence 
would bring attention to 
her bill to protect pension 
plans. It’s ironic, though, 
that while Heitkamp advo-
cates for workers’ rights, 
she still doesn’t support the 
federal tax cuts that will put 
hundreds of dollars back 
into the pockets of working 
Americans.

Yahoo Finance estimates 
a person earning $60,000 
a year—roughly North Da-
kota’s mean household in-
come—will keep $112 more 
per month. Tax savings like 
that allow workers to build 
their own private invest-
ments.

In fact, a 25-year-old who 

invests just half that amount 
each month would save more 
than $530,000 by the time 
they retire. Allowing indi-
viduals to control their own 
money is the best benefi t 
Americans can hope for. If 
Heitkamp refuses to recog-
nize this, she has no business 
representing North Dakota’s 
hardest workers.

Jessica Unruh, Beulah

Sen. Jessica Unruh represents 
North Dakota’s 33rd District.

Energy program 
funding needed

 I read with great interest 
that MDU Resources re-
cently benefi ted from federal 
tax reform. In my opinion, 
these dollars could be used 
for Montana-Dakota Utili-
ties energy e�  ciency incen-
tive programs for their North 
Dakota customers.

Currently, there are no 
incentives of any kind 
available to MDU gas or 

electric customers in North 
Dakota. There are currently 
some incentives available 
to MDU customers in Mon-
tana and South Dakota. 
Other investor-owned util-
ities in North Dakota offer 
some type of energy effi-
ciency incentive but MDU 
continues to lag behind the 
industry. It is time for MDU 
to get up to speed with en-
ergy efficiency in its home 
state.

Eric Fewson, Mandan

Explain Schumer 
celebration

 An open letter to Sen. 
Heidi Heitkamp.

Sen. Heitkamp, I saw 
you high-fi ve Sen. Chuck 
Schumer after the defeat of 
the pain capable legislation 
whereby babies in the womb 
will continue to be dismem-
bered and killed.

I’d like to know, Sen. 
Heitkamp, just exactly 
what you were celebrat-
ing when already millions 

of our most vulnerable 
have and continue to be 
exterminated. Is it death? 
Science does attest to the 
fact that these little ones 
can and do experience pain. 
Please explain to me what 
you were celebrating?

Each one of us has and do 
go through many stages of 
development from zygot, 
embryo, birth, infancy, tod-
dler,etc.

Pregnancy is not always 
easy nor wanted. There is, 
however, help, lots of help 
for those in these di�  cult 
situations. First Choice clin-
ics comes to mind.

It would be nice if you, as 
a legislator, would look into 
these areas and pass laws 
that would bring forth help 
for those who reach out to 
aid both women and men 
experiencing unwanted 
pregnancies.

Now to me, life for the 
most vulnerable and small-
est in our society would be 
something worth celebrating.

Rosemarie Birrenkott, 
Mandan

OPINION

 Right now, policy develop-
ments in Washington, D.C., 
are placing our rural North 

Dakota hospitals and other health-
care providers at signifi cant risk of 
shutting down, choking o�  health-
care access for thousands of pa-

tients in rural com-
munities who have 
few other options.

 In December, an 
agency in Wash-
ington, the Centers 
for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services 
issued a troublesome 
ruling that will raise 
prices on prescrip-

tion drugs for millions of Medicare 
benefi ciaries who rely on the 340B 
drug program for reduced rates on 
medications (340B is simply the 

place in federal law that establishes 
this program). A federal judge just 
upheld this regulatory e� ort. This 
could negatively a� ect rural North 
Dakotans.

This innovative program, estab-
lished more than two decades ago, 
has long been hailed as a govern-
ment program that works for rural 
America, because it has held down 
prescription drug costs for mil-
lions of limited income patients, 
many of whom are served by Med-
icaid, Medicare, or are uninsured. 
The 340B drug program matches 
hospitals and other providers 
that serve large concentrations of 
Medicaid and uninsured Amer-
icans with the makers of highly 
prescribed medicines, who then 
sell their drugs at lower costs to 
the medical providers, such as the 

rural hospitals.
In turn, rural patients and rural 

health providers win. The rural 
hospitals and clinics that serve a 
large number of lower income pa-
tients get discounted drugs, pass-
ing on the savings to patients. The 
drug manufacturers still gain mar-
ket access to millions of patients 
who normally would not be able to 
a� ord such prescriptions.

Now more than ever, we need 
action from Washington to prevent 
further cuts to our rural North 
Dakota healthcare providers. Pro-
viding care in rural communities is 
neither easy nor cheap. Many, but 
not all of the rural North Dakota 
hospitals have experienced a bit of 
a fi nancial turnaround over the last 
three years. One of the reasons is 
the 340B program. Keeping rural 

facilities open means rural citizens 
have access to local care with local 
providers. It also means keeping 
rural jobs. Our elected o�  cials in 
Congress need to be reminded of 
these key factors:

  First, we have older populations 
in rural communities, and as we age, 
it’s no secret we go to the doctor and 
hospital on a more frequent basis.

  Second, diabetes, addiction, 
cancer, and heart disease present at 
greater numbers in rural communi-
ties than non-rural communities.

  Finally, our communities are 
home to so many of our nation’s 
bravest citizens – military veterans. 
A higher percentage of veterans are 
from rural areas (even more so in ru-
ral North Dakota). As our veterans 
come back from campaigns abroad, 
they absolutely need access to care 

to assist them with injuries incurred 
while serving their country.

If we can help our congres-
sional members understand the 
importance of this program to the 
citizens of rural America, we can 
preserve the entire 340B program 
and continue to deliver low-cost, 
necessary medicines to rural North 
Dakota communities.

We need to support Rep. Kevin 
Cramer, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, and 
Sen. John Hoeven in standing up 
for our communities to preserve 
the 340B program for our rural 
hospitals and healthcare providers 
but most of all for our rural North 
Dakota citizens.

Gretchen Dobervich is president 
of the North Dakota Rural Health 
Association.

Rural hospitals and clinics under attack

GRETCHEN 
DOBERVICH
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For more info and complete details about the show, go to
www.bismarcksportshow.com

Check out these great
vendors for the latest in
fishing boats, equipment,
lodges, resorts and more!

And don’t miss
our lineup of

fishing seminars!

ABC Boat Docks
AgPro Motors RV &Marine
Angells Fishing and
Hunting Resort

Automotive Addictions
Bismarck Propworks
Cube Docks

Custom Canvas
Epic Sports/701 Cycle
& Sport

Jeff ’s Outboards & Service
Kinn’s Sport Fishing
ND Game & Fish
ND State Parks & Rec

Protackle
Runnings Farm & Fleet
Scheels All Sports
S. K. Ice Additions
Spearfish Canyon Lodge
Ultimate Outdoor
Adventures TV

Saturday, February 17
10:30 Open Water Fishing for Kids
JR Carter & Kris Walcker
Sponsored by Future Angler Foundation

12:00 Get the lead out and be more effective
for Walleyes, Eric Olson

1:30The Angling Edge, Ultimate Outdoor Adventures

3:00 Getting Walleyes To Bite!, Scott Glorvigen

4:30 Getting into the swing of it, Jig Raps
not just for ice anymore, Eric Olson

Sunday, February 18
12:30 Ice Fishing for Kids,
JR Carter & Kris Walcker
Sponsored by Future Angler Foundation

2:00 Getting into the swing of it, Jig Raps
not just for ice anymore, Eric Olson

3:30 Eye Candy!, Scott Glorvigen

Bismarck Event Center • Bismarck, ND

Fri, Feb 16 • 3pm - 8pm
Sat, Feb 17 • 10am - 7pm
Sun, Feb 18 • 12pm - 5pm701-223-8818

322 N. 26th St, Bismarck
interiorsbyfrance.com
From Start to Furnish


