
M
1

ADVICE E3
CLASSIFIEDS E5, E6
FOOD C1

LOTTERIES B2
OBITUARIES A3
OPINION A4

Volume 143, Issue 291 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2017 Follow us online:  facebook.com @bistrib  facebook.com @bistrib  instagram.com/bistrib

  Photos: Bison herd culling at South Unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Park
  List: Every ‘People’ magazine’s ‘World’s Most Beautiful’ title winner since 1990

AT BISMARCKTRIBUNE.COM

DISCOVER 
DIGITAL

Healing through art
Therapeutic program improves dementia 
patients’ quality of life   DAKOTA, B1

High school volleyball
Jamestown sweeps Mandan   SPORTS, D1

 PARTLY CLOUDY 59 • 37 FORECAST, B6  | WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2017 | bismarcktribune.com | $1.50

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Without congressional action, 
companies o� ering health insurance 
on the A� ordable Care Act exchange 
in North Dakota will absorb the loss 
of cost-sharing reductions rather 
than passing it on to consumers.

North Dakota Insurance Com-
missioner Jon Godfread announced 
he will hold insurance companies to 
previously fi led rates for the ACA ex-
change, also known as Obamacare.

“This is an issue that is between 
insurance carriers and the federal 
government,” said Godfread, adding 
that, last summer, he asked insur-
ance companies to develop two sets 
of numbers — rates that assumed 
CSR renewal and rates that did not.

Following President Donald 
Trump’s announcement last week 
that his administration would no 
longer pay cost-sharing reductions, 
Godfread said he reopened the rate 
fi lings for companies. Those fi lings 
included an 8 to 10 percent increase 
request across the board.

Godfread said “due diligence” is 
what prompted him to reopen the 
fi lings despite ultimately deciding 
to deny increases for this year.

Godfread said he acted in order 
to protect the 22,000 North Da-
kotans who don’t buy coverage on 
the health care exchange from an 
increase, along with the 5,000 to 
10,000 who buy on the exchange but 
do not receive premium subsidies.

Those eligible to receive pre-
mium subsidies were not a� ected 
by Trump’s announcement and will 
continue to receive aid.

The president’s announcement 
shifts the decision to Congress, 
which could choose to fund the 
cost-sharing reductions. Law-
makers in both parties had urged 
the administration to continue the 
payments. Despite Republicans’ op-
position to the payments, many re-
alize ending them suddenly throws 
the market into chaos.

Congress likely will come forward, 
making the issue moot, according 
to Godfread, who opted to leave 
the uncertainty with the insurance 
companies rather than consumers.

Trump had been maintaining 
CSR payments on a month-to-
month basis. Democrats are likely 
to attempt funding them through 
a spending bill aiming to keep the 
government operating after Dec. 8.

Trump’s move complicates the fi -
nalizing of the spending bill, which 
Republican senators were aiming to 
use as a platform for tax reform. 

Depending upon the plan, health 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Weeks after her disappearance, 
the ex-husband of a missing San 
Diego woman with Bismarck ties 
has been arrested in connection to 
her murder.

Phoenix (Ariz.) Police and an FBI 
task force arrested 39-year-old 
Dalen Ware on Friday at his Laveen, 
Ariz., home, Ontario (Calif.) Police 
reported. He will be transported 
to the San Bernardino County 

West Valley Detention Center and 
charged with Julia Jacobson’s mur-
der.

Jacobson, 37, and her Wheaton 
terrier, Boogie, have been missing 
since Sept. 2. Their remains have 
not been found.

Based on a forensic analysis of her 
car discovered abandoned near her 
home in Normal Heights, San Diego, 
detectives have reason to believe she 
has been murdered, police reported.

Ontario Police Det. Melissa 
Ramirez declined to say what evi-
dence was found in Jacobson’s car, 
but said there was “overwhelming 
evidence that is indicative of the 
fact that she didn’t choose to be 
missing.”

Investigators are willing to go 
“anywhere and everywhere” in the 
search for Jacobson and her dog, 
said Ramirez, adding that police are 
trying to recreate and trace Ware’s 
actions. They have also posted his 
photo in hopes of triggering any-
one’s memory of seeing him and 
Jacobson together.

“It’s very much ongoing,” 
Ramirez said.

Jacobson’s Bismarck family is 
mourning her loss.

“The loss of Julia is beyond 
words,” her family said in a state-
ment. “There will be no more birth-
day parties, backyard gatherings, 
holiday celebrations or other fam-
ily activities to share. The laughter, 

hugs, guidance and our sense of 
security are forever gone, and our 
family’s hearts will be forever bro-
ken.”

Jacobson was a U.S. Army vet-
eran who deployed twice to Iraq. At 
the time of her disappearance, she 
worked as a corporate real estate 
broker for 7-Eleven.

Funeral arrangements are pend-
ing for services in Bismarck and San 
Diego.

Anyone with information related 
to Jacobson’s disappearance may 
call Ontario Police at 909-986-
6711.

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 or 
jack.dura@bismarcktribune.com.

Jacobson’s ex-husband arrested

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Tom Hutzenbiler, a maintenance worker at DeMores Elementary School in Medora, clears the thousands of leaves collected in the courtyard of the school 
with a powerful leaf blower on Monday. Hutzenbiler said the children enjoy making large piles of leaves on the grass to throw around and jump in before 
the fallen leaves are eventually removed with a lawn mower. More leaves may get blown around today, as the National Weather Service in Bismarck has 
issued a wind advisory in e� ect through 4 p.m. Wind gusts may reach as strong as 45 mph, raising the possibility of critical fi re conditions in some areas.

Trump edict 
won’t raise 
rates in N.D.

ERICA WERNER AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Republican 
and Democratic senators joined in 
announcing a plan Tuesday aimed 
at stabilizing America’s health in-

surance markets in the wake of 
President Donald Trump’s order to 
terminate “Obamacare” subsidies. 
Trump himself spoke approvingly of 
the deal, but some conservatives de-
nounced it as an insurance company 
bailout, making its future uncertain.

The agreement followed weeks of 
negotiations between Republican 
Sen. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee 
and Democratic Sen. Patty Murray 
of Washington that sought to ad-

dress health insurance markets that 
have been in limbo following GOP 
failures to repeal and replace the 
A� ordable Care Act. The talks took 
on added urgency when Trump an-
nounced last week that he would end 
monthly “cost sharing reduction” 
payments the government makes 
to help insurance companies reduce 
costs for lower-income people.

Without that money, premiums 
for some people buying individual 

health plans would spike, and some 
insurers would fl ee the markets, in-
dustry o�  cials warn.

The Alexander-Murray deal would 
continue the insurer payments for 
two years, while establishing new 
fl exibility for states under former 
President Barack Obama’s law.

“This would allow the Senate to 
continue its debate about the long 
term of health care, but over the next 
two years I think Americans won’t 

have to worry about the possibility 
of being able to buy insurance in 
counties where they live,” Alexan-
der said in announcing the deal after 
a closed-door lunch where he pre-
sented it to GOP senators.

“This agreement avoids chaos. I 
don’t know a Republican or Dem-
ocrat who benefi ts from chaos,” he 
said.

Short-term health deal planned

SARAH EL DEEB AND ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press 

 BEIRUT — U.S.-backed Syrian 
forces celebrated in the devastated 

streets of Raqqa on Tuesday after 
gaining control of the northern 
city that once was the heart of the 
Islamic State’s self-styled caliph-
ate, dealing a major defeat to the 
extremist group that has seen its 
territory shrink ever smaller since 
summer.

Militants took over the vibrant 
metropolis on the Euphrates 

River in 2014, transforming it into 
the epicenter of their brutal rule, 
where opponents were beheaded 
and terror plots hatched.

It took thousands of bombs 
dropped by the U.S.-led coalition 

U.S.-backed forces celebrate fall of Raqqa

Bipartisan e�ort to 
stabilize markets amid 
subsidy cuts announced
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