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 Joel Brostrom has not allowed a 
limitation to keep him from suc-
ceeding at a hobby he thoroughly 
enjoys.

The 54-year-old Bismarck res-
ident, who was born legally blind, 
rigs model sailing ships, and a por-
tion of his collection is on display 
at the Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library.

“We all have limitations, but 
sometimes our limitations don’t 
get in the way,” said Brostrom, 
who has limited fi eld vision due to 
congenital glaucoma. “I’ve been 
legally blind all my life, so I’m not 
sure what it’s like to have normal 

vision. I didn’t even think of my 
eyesight getting in the way (of 
shipbuilding).

“I can see well up close. Details 
fade at a distance,” he said.

Brostrom, a Wilton native, be-
gan working with replicas while 
enrolled at the school for the blind, 
where he attended his fi rst six years 
of school. His mother, Lorraine, 
would visit him on a regular basis, 
always bringing a model kit, such 
as a dinosaur, to assemble.

The fi rst ship he ever rigged 
was an 8-inch model of the Flying 
Cloud clipper, at the age of 12.

Next was a replica of Captain 
Hook’s pirate ship, the Jolly Roger, 
from the movie “Peter Pan.” The 
model kit arrived in the mail via 
the Revell Model Kit Club, of which 

Blind enthusiast 
rigs model ships
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Bismarck native Joel Brostrom, 54, holds a model of the U.S.S. Constitution he put together when 12 years old. Brostrom has a collection of 18 model ships 
on display through April in the entrance of the Bismarck Public Library.
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 WASHINGTON — Reeling from 
the downfall of a senior aide, the 
White House was on the defensive 
Sunday, attempting to soften Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s comments 
about the mistreatment of women 
while rallying around the embattled 
chief of sta� .

Several senior aides fanned out 
on the morning talk shows to ex-

plain how the White House han-
dled the departure of sta�  secretary 
Rob Porter, a rising West Wing star 
who exited after two ex-wives came 
forward with allegations of spousal 
abuse. And they tried to clarify the 
reaction from Trump, who has yet 
to o� er a sympathetic word to the 
women who said they had been 
abused.

“The president believes, as he said 
the other day, you have to consider 

all sides,” senior counselor Kelly-
anne Conway said. “He has said this 
in the past about incidents that re-
late to him as well. At the same time, 
you have to look at the results. The 
result is that Rob Porter is no longer 
the sta�  secretary.”

On Saturday, Trump tweeted that 
“lives are being shattered and de-
stroyed by a mere allegation. Some 
are true and some are false.” And the 
day before, he pointed to Porter’s as-

sertions of innocence and wished 
him a great future.

Conway also delivered what she 
said was a vote of confi dence from 
Trump for chief of sta�  John Kelly, 
who has come under fi re for his han-
dling of the Porter matter. Kelly ini-
tially defended his right-hand man 
before later o� ering a version of the 
week’s events that puzzled aides 
said did not line up with the White 
House’s earlier timeline.

Budget director Mick Mulvaney, 
among those mentioned as a pos-
sible Kelly successor if Trump were 
to make a change, also downplayed 
the speculation about Kelly’s stand-
ing, suggesting those stories “are 
mostly being fed by people who are 
unhappy that they have lost access 
to the president.” He said talk of Kel-
ly’s departure is “much ado about 

White House grapples with resignation fallout
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 WASHINGTON — The Senate 
begins a rare, open-ended debate 
on immigration and the fate of the 
“Dreamer” immigrants today, and 
Republican senators say they’ll in-
troduce President Donald Trump’s 
plan. Though his proposal has no 
chance of passage, Trump may be 
the most infl uential voice in the 
conversation.

If the aim is to pass a legislative 
solution, Trump will be a crucial 
and, at times, complicating player. 
His day-to-day turnabouts on the 
issues have confounded Democrats 
and Republicans and led some to 
urge the White House to minimize 
his role in the debate for fear he’ll 
say something that undermines 
the e� ort.

Yet his ultimate support will be 
vital if Congress is to overcome 
election-year pressures against 
compromise. No Senate deal is 
likely to see the light of day in the 
more conservative House without 
the president’s blessing and prom-
ise to sell compromise to his hard-
line base.

Trump, thus far, has balked on 
that front.

“The Tuesday Trump versus the 
Thursday Trump, after the base 
gets to him,” is how Sen. Je�  Flake, 
R-Ariz., a proponent of compro-
mise, describes the president and 
the impact conservative voters and 
his hard-right advisers have on 
him. “I don’t know how far he’ll 
go, but I do think he’d like to fi x it.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., scheduled an 
initial procedural vote for this 
evening to commence debate. It 
is expected to succeed easily, and 
then the Senate will sort through 
proposals, perhaps for weeks.

Democrats and some Repub-
licans say they want to help the 
“Dreamers,” young immigrants 
who have lived in the U.S. illegally 
since they were children and have 
only temporarily been protected 
from deportation by an Obama-era 
program. Trump has said he wants 
to aid them and has even proposed 
a path to citizenship for 1.8 million, 
but in exchange wants $25 billion 
for his proposed U.S.-Mexico bor-
der wall plus signifi cant curbs to 
legal immigration.

McConnell agreed to the open-
ended debate, a Senate rarity in re-
cent years, after Democrats agreed 
to vote to end a three-day gov-
ernment shutdown they’d forced 
over the issue. They’d initially 
demanded a deal toward helping 
Dreamers, not a simple promise of 
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Library puts 
collection on display

A model ship collection owned by Joel Brostrom, of Bismarck, is on display 
in the entry of the Bismarck Public Library. The collection of sailboats 
ranges from the Mayfl ower to the U.S.S. Constitution plus one of the Lesoleil 
Royal shown above.Please see SHIPS, Page A10 Please see IMMIGRATION, Page A10
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