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FUNERALS TODAY
 Margaret Simon, 74, Bismarck, 3 p.m., north Dakota Veterans 

cemetery, Mandan. (eastgate Funeral service, Bismarck)
Arlene Zoller, 80, 11 a.m., Parkway Funeral service, Bismarck.

Jim Rist III
 Jim rist iii, 77, Velva, died Feb. 

11, 2018, in a Minot hospital.
James arthur rist iii was born 

Dec. 25, 1940, in Minot, to James 
Jr. and eloise (christenson) rist. He 
was raised in Velva and graduat-
ed from Velva High school in 1959.

after high school, he attend-
ed a semester at Minot state col-
lege. He enlisted into the u.s. army 
in 1959, serving for three years in 
Germany. James was honorably 
discharged in 1963. upon his re-
turn, he was united in marriage to 
norma Jean kittelson in 1964. They 
made their home in Voltaire.

Jim worked a few years as an 
american republic insurance agent. in 1967, Jim was 
offered a job as a weighing scale attendant for n.D. 
Truck regulatory. This led to his north Dakota High-
way Patrol career of 32 years. During this time, he was 
transferred to Bowman, Hillsboro, and Mott. His last 

move was back to his home town, Velva, where Jim and norma 
Jean raised their four children. He retired in 1998.

Jim and norma enjoyed spending their summers at strawber-
ry Lake and trolling around the lake on their pontoon. Jim loved 
the outdoors, and before his first heart attack in 2000, he was 
an avid hunter, trapper, and fisherman. He was often found with 
a book in his hand or cleaning his firearms.

Jim was a member of the Velva american Legion and Oak Val-
ley Lutheran church of Velva. He was passionate about the lake 
and was a member to the strawberry Lake recreation associ-
ation. Jim was a devoted animal lover. His compassion for ani-
mals of all types was inspirational. He will be missed by all who 
shared in his life.

Jim leaves behind his wife, norma Jean, Velva; children, Donna 
(Ward) knutson, Bismarck, Paula (Mark) Bearman, Webster, s.D., 
Jason (kari) rist, Minot, and sara (ryan) klein, Velva; grandchil-
dren, kyle knutson, karli (Jordan) Weidler, calli and Brent Bear-
man, caleb, Mackenzie, Logan, and Mason rist, and crew, Dane, 
and Brek klein; brother, robert (colleen) rist, Minot; along with 
a niece, two nephews, and many cousins.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, James a. rist Jr. and 
eloise c. (christenson) rist; a special aunt, Vida Mae christenson 
and uncle, Vergil christenson.

Funeral service: Thursday, Feb. 15, at 11 a.m. in Oak Valley Lu-
theran church, Velva.

interment: Velva community cemetery.
Visitation: today from 2 to 5 p.m., Oak Valley Lutheran church, 

Velva.
Memorials are preferred to the souris Valley animal shelter 

of Minot.
Those wanting to sign the online memorial register or share 

memories and condolences are invited to use the expression of 
sympathy section at www.thomasfamilyfuneralhome.com. (Thom-
as Family Funeral Home, Minot)

Delbert Wells
 Delbert Wells, 91, carson, passed away at home Feb. 11, 2018, 

surrounded by his loving family. services will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, at st. John’s Paradise evangelical Lutheran 
church south of carson. The rev. sam Biebert will officiate with 
burial at Paradise Lutheran cemetery.

Visitation from 1 p.m. until the time of the family service at 
5 p.m. today, all at the evanson Jensen Funeral Home in elgin.

Delbert is survived by his wife of 69 years, arlene; children, 
Owen (Melanie) Wells, Janice (Lyle) steinmetz, casey (Bon-
nie) Wells; nine grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; three 
great-great-grandchildren; brother, Gene (carolyn) Wells; sis-
ters, Mavis McGlothlin, Joyce Forrey; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

www.evansonjensenfuneralhome.com.

Vivian Ebel
 Graveside services for Vivian 

Vina ebel, Bismarck, will be held 
in the spring at st. Luke Lutheran 
cemetery in Wishek.

Vivian Vina staebler, daughter 
of John and anna (krein) staebler 
was born Dec. 25, 1931, in Wishek. 
Vivian moved to Billings, Mont., at 
the age of nine years. Vivian was 
united in marriage to David ebel on 
Feb. 8, 1950, in Billings. They lived 
in Montana and california and in 
1964, they moved to Wishek. in 
1980, they moved to Bismarck.

Vivian died Feb. 9, 2018, at 
edgewood Vista on Dominion, Bis-
marck. she was 86 years old.

Vivian is survived by her son, David (Mitzi) ebel, Glendale, ca-
lif.; two sisters, annetta reich, Billings, and shirley Yerger, Billings.

she was preceded in death by her daughter, karla kaye ebel; 
three brothers, solomon, raymond, and Duane staebler; four 
sisters, eleanor Weisser, Tillie seiler, amanda Fuchs, edna Prop-
son; and her parents.

share memories and sign the online guest book at www.dahl-
stromfuneralservice.com. (Dahlstrom Funeral Home, Wishek)

Olga Laughlin
 Olga Laughlin, 98, formerly of 

Wilton, and a resident of the Mis-
souri slope Lutheran care center in 
Bismarck since 2009, passed away 
Feb. 12, 2018.

services will be held at 
10:30 a.m. saturday, Feb. 17, at the 
First Presbyterian church in Wil-
ton, with The rev. kevin kaufmann 
officiating. interment will follow in 
the riverview cemetery, Wilton.

Visitation will be held from 5 to 
7 p.m. Friday at First Presbyteri-
an church in Wilton, followed by a 
7 p.m. prayer service.

she is survived by two sons, 
chuck Laughlin, Gillette, Wyo., and 

rodney (rose) Laughlin, Fargo; one daughter, norma (Jeff) Hoch-
halter, Wilton; a daughter-in-law, sonja Laughlin, Gillette; a son-
in-law, Larry sorch, Wilton; 18 grandchildren; 38 great-grandchil-
dren; and eight great-great-grandchildren; three sisters, Mary 
Brown, Tacoma, Wash., ann Werner, spokane, Wash., and Mar-
lene arman, Bismarck.

(Goetz Funeral Home, Washburn)

Ronald Skelton
 ronald “ron” skelton, 77, Wil-

liston, most recently of Bismarck, 
passed away at the augusta Place 
assisted care center in Bismarck, 
Thursday evening, Feb. 8, 2018. 
ron suffered from years of deal-
ing with Multiple sclerosis.

His service will be held at 
11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at new Hope 
Wesleyan church in Williston. The 
rev. aaron case will officiate. inter-
ment will take place in sunset rest 
cemetery in ray.

Friends may call at ever-
son-coughlin Funeral Home, Wil-
liston, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, and for the hour preceding the 

service at the church on Friday.
ronald Lloyd skelton was born March 23, 1940, in Oklahoma 

city, to Harold and Lottie skelton. He was raised in Oklahoma un-
til the family moved to new Town in 1956.

On aug. 7, 1969, ron married Linda solberg. ron and Linda 
made Williston their home where they raised their three sons, 
kelly, Troy, and Mark.

ron worked in the oil field and was a truck pusher for Law-
rence Transportation and nicor drilling, up until he was injured 
while on the job in the mid-80s. ron truly believed in the “work 
hard, play hard” way of life.

ron and Linda’s home was open to anyone, as such the numer-
ous kids came and went through their front door and would refer 
to ron as “The captain.” Following Linda’s passing in 2005, ron 
lived alone with much assistance from his son, Mark. it was then 
that the name “captain ron” stuck.

ron loved making an example out of his kids while teaching 
them pinochle. He enjoyed watching television (action and syfy) 
and attending his family’s activities. ron would ask if you knew 
what was going on in the world. He loved talking politics with his 
son kelly. at the beginning and end of conversation, kelly would 
address dad as “The Man, The Myth, The Legend” and in return 
ron would grin from ear to ear.

During his glory years in Bismarck, ron was instrumental in 
teaching his grandchildren in how to give exploding knuckles and 
to play dominoes. ron’s desire for adventure never ended. He once 
let his three-year-old grandson drive his chair, resulting in the 
chair going off the sidewalk and the two of them on to the ground.

surviving ron are his children, kelly (kristi) skelton, Williston, 
Troy (kayla) skelton, Bismarck, and Mark (Lynn) skelton, sum-
merville, nev.; grandchildren, shelby, summerville, Titan, Ty, and 
Tanner, all of Bismarck; sister, Maryln (roy) Berquist; and sever-
al nieces and nephews.

Preceding ron in death were his wife, Linda; parents, Harold 
and Lottie skelton; Linda’s parents, Joseph and Hazel solberg; sis-
ter, Haroldeen (ron) Berg; brothers, Gary and Glen; and his broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-law, Mel and Bev solberg.

Friends are welcome to visit www.eversoncoughlin.com to 
share memories of ron or leave condolences for his family.

Gary Schmidt
 Gary schmidt, 59, Bismarck, 

died Feb. 11, 2018, in a Bismarck 
hospital. Memorial services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, at 
Prairie Family church, Bismarck.

Gary was born nov. 15, 1958, 
in kenmare, to carl and Lois (Hy-
att) schmidt. Gary grew up and 
attended school in Lansford. af-
ter high school, he met and mar-
ried Vicki Ballensky in December 
of 1976. He worked in Minot for 
automated Maintenance services 
until he transferred to Bismarck, 
where he and Vicki resided for the 
last 36 years. While in Bismarck he 
worked for national car rental un-

til becoming disabled.
Gary had a great interest in cars and motorcycles, owning 

many over the years. When he was 16, he took a job working for 
a custom combine crew, so he could buy his very first car. He also 
enjoyed being outdoors, whether camping with family, working in 
the yard, or taking his beloved dog Daphne on walks.

He is survived by wife, Vicki; daughter, Heather (Gerad) Wil-
liams; son, Matt (nicole) schmidt; granddaughter, Mady schmidt; 
parents, carl and Lois; brothers, David, Dan (Mary); mother-in-law, 
connie Ballensky; sisters-in-law, Vonnie Ballensky, Penny (eldon) 
erickson; brother-in-law, randy (Michelle) Ballensky; and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents; and his father-
in-law, James Ballensky.

Those wishing to sign the online register book or leave a mes-
sage of condolence, please go to www.bismarckfuneralhome.com. 
(Bismarck Funeral Home)

Betty Lapp
 Betty Lapp, 80, Bismarck, died Feb. 11, 2018, in a Bismarck care 

center. services will be held at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at calvary 
united Methodist church, Bismarck.

Visitation will be on Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Bismarck 
Funeral Home, with a prayer service at 7 p.m. Further arrange-
ments pending with Bismarck Funeral Home.

Ernest Gartner
 ernest P. Gartner, 92, Bismarck, died Feb. 13, 2018, at elm 

crest Manor, new salem. Mass of christian burial will be held at 
9:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at church of corpus christi, 1919 n. 2nd 
st., Bismarck.

Further arrangements are pending with Parkway Funeral ser-
vice, Bismarck.

STATE OBITUARIES
 FAIRMOUNT—Gloria Joerg, 

86.
FARGO – William Gruber, 75; 

Thomas Humphrey, 67; M. Jo ann 
schwengler, 77; Barbara sornsin, 
83; Magaret Wasche, 94.

FORMAN—kandi Hall, 45.

LEONARD—ernest Olson, 82.
LIDGERWOOD—James Du-

err, 76.
WEST FARGO – Gordon John-

son, 86.
WILLISTON—David Jorgen-

son, 57.

OBITUARIES

Please see MORE OBITUARIES, Page C5
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