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 WASHINGTON — In ringing and 
personal terms, President Donald 
Trump on Thursday pledged that 
“we will overcome addiction in 
America,” declaring opioid abuse 
a national public health emergency 
and announcing new steps to com-
bat what he described as the worst 
drug crisis in U.S. history.

Trump’s declaration, which will 
be e� ective for 90 days and can be 
renewed, will allow the government 
to redirect resources in various ways 
and to expand access to medical 
services in rural areas. But it won’t 
bring new dollars to fi ght a scourge 
that kills nearly 100 people a day.

“As Americans we cannot allow 
this to continue,” Trump said in a 
speech at the White House, where 
he bemoaned an epidemic he said 
had spared no segment of society, 
a� ecting rural areas and cities, rich 
and poor and both the elderly and 
newborns.

“It is time to liberate our com-
munities from this scourge of drug 
addiction,” he said. “We can be the 
generation that ends the opioid ep-
idemic.”

Deaths have surged from opioids, 
which include some prescribed 
painkillers, heroin and synthetic 
drugs such as fentanyl, often sold 
on the nation’s streets.BLAIR EMERSON AND AMY DALRYMPLE

Bismarck Tribune 

 Earlier this week, a dozen men 
lined up under the orange glow of 
a streetlight, waiting to get inside 
the Ruth Meiers men’s emergency 
shelter.

Tonight, many of those men will 
spend the night in donated sleep-
ing bags in their cars, park benches 
or entryways of churches.

Ruth Meiers Hospitality House 
closed this morning, the only 
homeless shelter of its kind in Bis-
marck-Mandan, a deadline that 
coincides with the fi rst snowfl akes 
of the season.

By 7 a.m., all residents were to 
leave the facility at 305 N. 23rd St. 
or be charged with trespassing, 
according to a sign posted at the 
entrance of the shelter.

The abrupt closing has left many 
residents resigned, and homeless 
advocates are questioning why 

a longstanding homeless shelter 
would shut down an essential ser-
vice for homeless men in the cap-
ital city.

“I’m just going to sleep outside,” 
said shelter resident, Beau Azure. 
“The city don’t care; nobody cares 
here. We’re homeless; they’re glad 

to see us die.”
Joby Zimmerman, a shelter resi-

dent recently released from prison, 
questioned why the community 
would allow a shelter to close with-
out a backup plan.

“They all know what the winters 
are like here,” Zimmerman said.

The men’s shelter charged res-
idents $2 a night. Some residents 
now may opt to go to Ruth Meiers’ 
primary facility, 1110 E. Boulevard 
Ave., which o� ers a transitional 
living program for $60 a week. But 
not all can get in, as the program 
does not admit those with certain 
felony convictions, including sex 
o� enders or those convicted of vi-
olent crimes.

Residents said rumors about the 
shelter closing ran rampant since the 
start of summer, but they weren’t 
o�  cially made aware that they 
would have to leave until the signs 
went up on doors this past week. 
Some men already have left to go to 
homeless shelters in Fargo and other 
states in advance of the closure.

Zimmerman was released from 
the state penitentiary on May 20, 
and, with nowhere else to go, he 
went to the men’s shelter — a com-
mon conundrum for men released 
from the prison in Bismarck, he 
said.
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Men wait outside the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House shelter at 305 23rd St. in north Bismarck on Wednesday night.
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 A group of women passionate 
about helping others is using their 
love of crafting, baking and inde-
pendent consulting to raise money 
for local charities.

The North Dakota Vendor 
Blenders host vendor fairs with a 
twist — a portion of the proceeds 
benefi t local charities.

On Sunday, the group will be col-
lecting donations and ramping up 
volunteer e� orts for the Ruth Mei-
ers Hospitality House, Bismarck, at 
a Charity and Vendor Event.

“We’re hoping to really educate 
the community about what the 

Ruth Meiers Hospitality House is, 
and how they help,” said event co-
chair Mandy Guinn. “I don’t think 
Bismarck citizens understand the 
need in the community for such a 
place.”

“Seeing and hearing, fi rsthand, 
the impact Ruth Meiers has had on 
the community opened my eyes 
and made me want to help in any 
way I could,” she said. “I think we 
need everyone to see and hear the 
stories, so we can help make a dif-
ference.”

The Vendor Blenders will begin 
accepting donations at noon at the 
Ramada Bismarck, 1400 E. Inter-
change Ave., with doors open until 

4 p.m.
Currently, the shelter’s greatest 

food needs are for pasta, canned 
vegetables, dehydrated boxed po-
tatoes, ketchup, sugar, pancake 
syrup, cream soups and ground 
co� ee, as well as grocery store gift 
cards to buy milk and cheese.

Additional items needed are baby 
food, diapers, toddler snacks, pa-
per towels, napkins, paper plates, 
tissues, toilet paper, powdered 
laundry soap, 39-gallon garbage 
bags, storage and sandwich bags, 
twin-size bed sheets and pillows.

Ruth Meiers welcomes volun-
teers, with immediate help needed 
to serve meals and assist with the 

food pantry and clothing donation 
room.

“We feel very fortunate to be 
selected for this event,” said Elly 
Radomski, volunteer coordinator 
at Ruth Meiers. “We are looking 
forward to participating and being 
involved with all the vendors.”

About 30 vendors are expected to 
be at the fundraising event where 
they will be selling everything from 
makeup to jewelry and children’s 
books to cleaning products. There 
also will be a silent auction of items 
donated by vendors and local busi-
nesses.

Vendor fair to benefit Ruth Meiers

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 The North Dakota Senate’s chief 
budget writer said this week the 
$400,000 in severance paid to 
employees of the state’s now-de-
funct tobacco prevention agency 
“continued a pattern of abuse” that 
helped justify its elimination.

State lawmakers voted to repeal 
the Center for Tobacco Preven-
tion and Control Policy, known as 
BreatheND, earlier this year. Nine 
employees received severance for 
six months of pay and for the cost 
of six months of health insurance, 
totaling $400,739, said Pam Sharp, 
the O�  ce of Management and 
Budget director.

Neither state law nor OMB policy 
sets a maximum for severance pay, 
Sharp said.

Although the packages were le-
gal, Republican Sen. Ray Holmberg, 
the Appropriations Committee 
chairman, said it was an example 
of BreatheND’s excessive spending. 
The agency was appropriated $16.5 
million from the Tobacco Preven-
tion and Control Trust Fund for the 
2015-17 budget cycle.

Budget writer
criticizes 
BreatheND
severances

Bismarck men’s 
emergency shelter closes

 Three men who shared their experiences living at the Ruth Meiers 
Hospitality House with The Bismarck Tribune are, from left, Joby 
Zimmerman, Terry Pierson and David DeLong.

Back on the streets
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