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JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Police in Bismarck responded 
around 2 p.m. Sunday to a traffic 
signal that fell on a woman’s truck 
at a downtown intersection.

Bismarck Police Sgt. Mark Bus-
chena said a 30-year-old Mandan 
woman was driving her 2003 GMC 
Sierra on the 300 block of North 
Ninth Street when she saw the 
traffic signal pole begin to tilt. She 
reportedly slammed on her brakes 
but was unable to stop in time. 

She was uninjured, but her truck 
reportedly sustained $10,000 in 
damages, including a shattered 
windshield from the traffic lights, 
scratches and dents to the front 
grill, hood, fender and passenger 
door.

The traffic signal pole sustained 
$25,000 in damages, according to 
Buschena.

Paul Lies, electrical department 
supervisor with Bismarck public 
works, said the pole was rusted on 
the inside but that wasn’t apparent 
from its exterior. 

The pole has not yet been re-
placed.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota oil production is 
back in growth mode, up about 1 
percent in November to 1.19 million 
barrels per day, the Department of 
Mineral Resources reported Tues-
day.

Director Lynn Helms said he 
expects the state will set a new oil 
production record in the first half 
of 2018, exceeding the high of 1.23 
million barrels per day set in De-
cember 2014.

Helms cautioned, however, that 
extreme cold temperatures have 
recently caused some electrical 
problems in northwest North Da-
kota that could decrease January’s 
production levels.

“Any given month, we could take 
a step backward, but we are defi-
nitely back in growth mode at these 
oil prices,” Helms said.

The price of North Dakota sweet 
crude was $54.75 a barrel on Tues-

day, compared with $49.56 a barrel 
in December, according to figures 
Helms cited from Flint Hills Re-
sources.

When prices were low, operators 
primarily focused on the core area 
of the Bakken where wells are most 
profitable.

Now areas that had been con-
sidered to be on the fringe of the 
Bakken are expected to be more 
attractive to drillers, thanks to re-
cent increases in oil prices and ad-
vancements in technology, said Jus-
tin Kringstad, director of the North 
Dakota Pipeline Authority.

Helms said he expects areas in Di-
vide, Burke and northern Williams 
counties will start to see additional 
drilling rigs this year. Divide County 
has had zero rigs operating and 
Burke County has one.

Overall, the state had 57 rigs op-
erating on Tuesday, and Helms said 
he expects that to grow by five or 10 
later this year.

Natural gas production increased 
1.4 percent in November to nearly 
2.1 billion cubic feet per day, ac-
cording to preliminary figures.

Oil enters growth mode
N.D. could set 
production record  
in first half of 2018

MIKe MCCLeary, TRIBUNE 

Snow removal from streets and parking lots is still taking place after last week’s snow storms as a pair of dump trucks tip their load of snow onto an 
empty lot near Legacy High School in northeast Bismarck on Tuesday. Nearly six inches of snow fell in the Bismarck-Mandan area with strong winds 
causing drifting conditions and dangerous wind-chill temperatures. Warmer weather is expected for the next several days with highs in the 30s. 

Traffic  
light falls 
on vehicle

DAVID MCCUMBER
Lee Enterprises 

 What was it about 1968 that 
shook the foundations of American 
life, defining the end of one genera-
tion and the beginning of another?

Was it the Tet Offensive or the 
My Lai massacre? Was it the as-
sassinations of Martin Luther 
King and Robert F. Kennedy, which 
left millions grieving and disillu-

sioned? Was it the violent Demo-
cratic Convention in Chicago? How 
about the sight of Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos raising their fists 
at the Summer Olympics in Mexico 
City? The student protests that lit 
Paris aflame? Richard Nixon’s win 
over Hubert Humphrey? The first 
space flight to orbit the moon, the 
first U.S. heart transplant or the 
first Big Mac?

The answer is all of the above, 
and more.

The canvas these events were 
painted on was a relatively pros-
perous, tranquil, patriarchal post-
war society. The paint was DayGlo 
— or blood — and the result was a 
startling portrait of America never 
before seen.

The experts agree that 50 years 
ago, Americans experienced one of 

the most explosive and significant 
years in the country’s history. To-
day, the impacts can still be seen 
in our culture, our politics and our 
collective understanding of what it 
means to be American. 

1968: A year that rocked the world

Woman uninjured; 
truck sustains $10K  
in reported damages

Barnes 
announces 
mayoral bid

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Mandan businessman Terry 
Barnes said he’s entering the Bis-

marck mayor’s race 
at the urging of a 
number of citizens.

“People told me, 
‘Terry, it’s time,’” 
he said.

Barnes, who 
works in Mandan 
but lives in Bis-
marck, said Bis-

marck needs a change.
“I’m the change,” he said.
Barnes indicated he feels leader-

ship dropped the ball when deal-
ing with homelessness and thinks 
Mayor Mike Seminary has taken 
the town in the wrong direction.

“I’m going to get Bismarck back 
to what Bismarck was,” he said.

He wants to see the city debt free 
and to get away from what he calls 
“private deals that benefit special 
interests,” citing the proposed 
FiveSouth mixed-use development 
as an example.

Barnes also said he doesn’t have 
a solution yet but wants to fix traf-
fic on Main Avenue, adding that he 
doesn’t think the lane changes and 
traffic signals are working. 

duMPInG THe TruCKs

TOM sTrOMMe, TRIBUNE 

Lynn Helms, director of the North Dakota Department of Mineral Resources, 
gives his monthly oil production update on Tuesday in Bismarck.

Mandan businessman 
is third to enter race

Barnes
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