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APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 Northwest Minnesota’s U.S. 
representative and North Dako-
ta’s Democratic senator are near 
the top of a list of congressional 
members who voted against their 
party last year, while North Dako-
ta’s Republican senator ranked last.

Rep. Collin Peterson, D-Minn., 
and Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
each ranked second for voting 
against their party during the 115th 
Congress, according to watchdog 
website ProPublica. Heitkamp 
voted against her party 22.5 percent 
of the time, while Peterson did so 
with 27.3 percent of his votes.

They were beat in their respec-
tive chambers by Rep. Walter Jones, 
R-N.C., (39 percent) and Sen. Joe 
Manchin III, D-W.Va. (26.5 per-
cent), according to ProPublica’s 
database.

Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., was 
ranked first in the Senate for voting 
most consistently with his party. 
He said he believes he has repre-
sented North Dakota well.

“I think we are on the right 
agenda this year,” Hoeven said, 
pointing to an improved economy 
compared with recent years.

Peterson called himself a conser-
vative Democrat, adding voting in 
Congress has become more polar-
ized. Both he and Heitkamp said 
they are in Congress to represent 
their constituents and not their 
parties.

“You probably have about 90 
percent of the House that votes 
party-line,” he said. “You might 
as well send a robot out here.”

Rep. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
voted against their parties about 
3 percent of the time, according to 

ERIC PETERSON
Forum News Service 

 FRISCO, Texas — North Dakota 
State is perfect in NCAA Division 
I championship games and now 
Georgia Southern has company.

The Bison put the clamps on a 
James Madison offense that was 
averaging 36 points per game and 
NDSU scored 17 points in the first 
half. That combination proved 

enough to vault the Bison to a 17-
13 victory against the previously 
unbeaten Dukes on Saturday at 
Toyota Stadium before 19,090 fans.

NDSU (14-1) has won six na-
tional championships in the past 
seven seasons with a 6-0 record in 
title games. Those six FCS crowns 
tied Georgia Southern for the most 
in the history of the division.

“We always talk about leaving 
a legacy. How are you going to be 
remembered?” Bison head coach 
Chris Klieman said, “I’m pinching 
myself. … Character wins games 
and our guys have unbelievable 
character.”

The Bison rebooted their dy-
nasty after losing in the FCS semi-
finals against James Madison a sea-
son ago. NDSU also ended JMU’s 
26-game winning streak and bid 
to repeat as national champions. 
The Bison have a 97-8 record since 
2011.

“It’s really special,” said Bison 
quarterback Easton Stick, who was 
named the game’s most valuable 
player. “It’s not just the last six or 
seven years, it’s been like this for a 
long time.”

The Bison have won 14 national 
championships in football with 
the first eight coming in Division 

II before NDSU transitioned to Di-
vision I.

“It’s hard to put into words, but 
this culture is amazing, the fans, 
the coaches, the players … it’s so 
special,” said Bison wide receiver 
Darrius Shepherd, who had a 50-
yard touchdown catch in the sec-
ond quarter. “It’s so amazing to be 
a part of this program. It’s the best 
thing I’ve been a part of.”

The Bison limited James Madison 

Back for their six pack
MIKE MCCLEArY, TRIBUNE 

North Dakota State football fans, from left, Christa Kron, Meg Claypool, Nathan Kron, Charles Waugh and Melissa Johannes celebrate at Buffalo Wild Wings 
in Bismarck after the Bison score a first-half touchdown against James Madison in Saturday’s Football Championship Subdivision national championship 
game in Frisco, Texas. The Bison held on to beat the Dukes despite a scoreless second half. 

Heitkamp 
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against party

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The lights went out this weekend 
on a popular Bismarck Christmas 
display, possibly for the last time.

The Chmielewski family an-
nounced last month this would be 
the final season for their elaborate 
Kennedy Avenue display after they 
learned of neighbor complaints.

But after an outpouring of people 
urging them to reconsider, includ-
ing many who visited the attraction 
on its final night Friday, the family 
did not rule out setting up the Ch-
mielewski Christmas Corner next 
year.

“We’re going to make our decision 
next year and see how we feel,” said 
Kathy Chmielewski as the family 
began taking down decorations on 
Saturday.

The northeast Bismarck home, 
which this year added a roller 
coaster that carries Santa and other 
Christmas characters around the 

roof, attracted 1,600 kids in one 
night this season.

It’s a regular stop for Bismarck 
limo drivers taking people on light 
tours, with one company taking 
300 tours by the family’s home this 
season.

“The wow factor there is amaz-
ing,” said Rick Berge, owner of 
Nightlife Limousine. “There’s a lot 
of nice displays, but they go over the 
top.”

But despite the many supporters, 
the family learned this year that a 
neighbor called police three times 
in one night to complain about the 

display. One concern she raised was 
that someone parked in front of her 
driveway.

On Friday, the neighbor stopped 
by the Chmielewski home and com-
plained about the display during its 
final hours.

The family declined to identify the 
neighbor. The Bismarck Tribune was 
unable to contact her for comment. 
Bismarck Police have said no one 
filed a formal report or complaint 
about the Christmas display.

In addition, the Chmielewski 
family learned this year that a differ-
ent neighbor called police last year, 

but they had not been informed of 
the complaint.

“We are upsetting some people 
that we have to live beside and that 
was never our intention,” said Al 
Chmielewski.

The corner, which the family said 
they’ve decorated for more than 12 
years, is usually quiet after Christ-
mas. But Friday was busy as word 
spread that it could be the final 
night, with some staying until lights 
went out at 11 p.m.

Lisa Strom of New Salem was 
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