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RYAN JOHNSON
Forum News Service 

 Russian hackers targeted North 
Dakota’s elections systems last 
year, according to new informa-
tion disclosed to the state’s top 
elections official Friday. 

Secretary of State Al Jaeger con-
firmed Saturday that his office was 
called the previous day and notified 
that North Dakota was among 21 
states targeted by hackers last year.

He said his office was alerted 
Thursday that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security would 
call elections officials in each state 
Friday to disclose if they were a 
target for hacking. Jaeger said his 
office got a “very brief” call that 
said North Dakota was one of the 
affected states.

Jaeger said the information was 
“very sketchy” Friday. He said he 
has requested more details from 
the DHS.

“We have had discussions with 
them,” he said. “There’s a lot of 
things that we still have questions 
on, so that’s why we’re not com-
menting until we know more.”

Jaeger said he will comment 
more today. 

Minnesota was also notified that 
it was targeted. A news release 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Despite its smallness, North 
Dakota’s population and caring 
instincts are assets for recovery 
from addiction.

So says first lady Kathryn Hel-

gaas Burgum, whose platform of 
addiction treat-
ment and recovery 
rolls out Recov-
ery Reinvented 
on Tuesday. The 
event will bring 
together speakers 
and professionals 
over topics ranging 
from sober living 

to Native American recovery to 
re-entry into the workforce after 

incarceration.
“We thought we could get started 

right away on the addiction issues 
in our state, just starting down the 
path of talking about addiction as 
a disease and not a moral failing,” 
Helgaas Burgum said.

In recovery for 15 years, the first 
lady added that she and Gov. Doug 
Burgum wanted to work together 
with others to reduce the shame 
and stigma often associated with 
addiction.

Pamela Sagness, director of the 
North Dakota Department of Hu-
man Services’ Behavioral Health 
Division, agreed.

“I think the key conversation 
around that is every community 
can be doing something, and part 
of that is reframing the way we 
think about recovery and treat-
ment,” she said.

From the state’s prisons, where 

Platform to explore 
path to sober living
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Gov. Doug Burgum, center, and first lady Kathryn Helgaas Burgum, listen with Msgr. James Shea, president of the University of Mary, left, and Bismarck 
Mayor Mike Seminary, right, as members of a panel discussion on addictions speak about the issue. The breakfast event in downtown Bismarck was part of 
the governor’s inaugural day events. Addictions and associated problems are an active interest of the first lady and the governor alike and has become a 
focus of the administration.
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JENNY SCHLECHT
Forum News Service 

 HALLIDAY — Even though much 
of the summer was dry in western 
North Dakota, Bonnie Woodworth 
says honey production has held on 
due to some late summer rains.

“Things perked up pretty well,” 
says Woodworth, of Woodworth 
Honey & Bee Co. “We ended up 
with a pretty decent crop.”

North Dakota, Montana and 
South Dakota consistently lead the 
nation in honey production. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service, North Dakota 

produced 36.26 million pounds of 
honey in 2015, followed by South 
Dakota at 19.14 million and Mon-
tana at 12.118 million. The three 
states also have been the epicenter 
of drought in the U.S. this summer, 
and western North Dakota was 
consistently in some of the worst 
drought categories.

Drought conditions have be-
gun to ease in the three states, 
though a sizeable portion of Mon-
tana remains in the most severe 
drought categories. As of Tues-
day’s drought monitor, released on 

Honey production appears to hold

Jenny SCHLeCHt, FORUM NEWS SERVICE 

Despite dry conditions in many areas, beekeepers in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Montana say their honey production has held on in 2017. 

Opposition 
from GOP 
swells over 
health bill
ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Republican 
opposition to the GOP health care 
bill swelled to near-fatal numbers 
Sunday as Sen. Susan Collins all 
but closed the door on supporting 
the last-ditch effort to scrap the 
Obama health care law and Sen. 
Ted Cruz said that “right now” he 
doesn’t back it.

White House legislative liaison 
Marc Short and Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, R-S.C., one of the measure’s 
sponsors, said Republicans would 
press ahead with a vote this week. 
But the comments by Collins and 
Cruz left the Republican drive to 
uproot President Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act dangling by an 
increasingly slender thread.

A showdown must occur this 

First lady’s Recovery 
Reinvented rolls out 
awareness effort
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