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JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Congress voted to reopen the 
federal government as members of 
North Dakota’s delegation offered 
their support Monday in favor of a 
short-term spending deal.

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp was among 
a handful of red-state Democrats to 
break with the rest of the party last 
week in supporting a budget deal. 
She and other Senate Democrats, 
along with almost every Republican 
senator, voted Monday to reopen the 
government after Republicans com-
mitted to addressing the status of 
young undocumented immigrants, 
the Washington Post reported.

The deal funds the government 
through Feb. 8 and includes a six-
year reauthorization of the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program.

Heitkamp, who was counted 
among a bipartisan group of about 25 
senators working over the weekend 
to bridge a compromise, said there is 
now “very much a willingness to roll 
up our sleeves and get back to work.” 
Still, she said the shutdown was “not 
a way to govern.”

“What we spent a lot of time 
talking about, beyond kind of open-
ing up government and the dream-
ers, was a process for appropriations 
that would actually work, which I 
really haven’t seen since I’ve been 
here,” Heitkamp said.

Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., hopes 
Congress won’t face another shut-
down in just a few weeks, arguing 
that there was no reason for the 
weekend’s impasse.

“In essence, Democrats are vot-
ing for the same funding measure 
that they voted against last week,” 
he said. “The only difference is they 
shortened it a week.”

But Heitkamp said Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell’s com-
mitment to take up the Obama-era 
program providing protections for 
those who came into the country 
illegally as children, known as De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als, or DACA, was instrumental in 
getting a deal. In September, Pres-
ident Donald Trump ordered that 
program’s end and kicked the issue 
to Congress.

“We’re going to have to obviously 
find a solution for DACA, but that 
also means we’re going to have to 
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 The North Dakota Department 
of Public Instruction is partnering 
with Microsoft to expand com-
puter science offerings.

On Monday, State Superinten-
dent Kirsten Baesler announced 
schools can participate in a Mic-
rosoft program called Technology 
Education and Literacy in Schools, 

or TEALS, which 
pairs profession-
als in computer 
science fields with 
classroom in-
structors to offer 
computer science 
education.

In North Dakota, 
computer science 

courses are scarce, and the num-
ber of high school students taking 
Advanced Placement computer 
science exams is low. Last year, 
only 40 students took AP com-

puter science tests, according to 
Code.org. 

There are 500,000 open com-
puting jobs in the United States, 
and that number is expected to 
double by 2020, according to Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

The demand for computer sci-
ence skills is increasing, and the 
focus is shifting to science, tech-
nology, engineering — or STEM — 
subjects in the K-12 system.

Baesler noted challenges for dis-
tricts that want to offer computer 
science courses, including a lack 

of qualified classroom instructors 
and barriers to teacher credential-
ing and licensing. The Microsoft 
TEALS program is one way to break 
down those barriers, she said.

“We tend to underestimate the 
importance of computer science. It 
really truly is a foundational sub-
ject,” Baesler said. “(The TEALS) 
program really does nurture the 
potential for a strong, permanent, 
sustainable computer science pro-
gram in schools.”

DPI, Microsoft partner
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Taya Spelhaug, the Microsoft TechSpark manager for North Dakota, speaks to a group of school administrators on Monday in Bismarck about the 
implementation of the Technology Education and Literacy in Schools program. 

N.D. 
senators 
vote to end 
shutdown

ALAN FRAM, ANDREW TAYLOR AND ZEKE 
MILLER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump signed a bill reopen-
ing the government late Monday, 
ending a 69-hour display of par-
tisan dysfunction after Democrats 
reluctantly voted to temporarily 
pay for resumed operations. They 
relented in return for Republican 
assurances that the Senate will soon 

take up the plight of young immi-
grants and other contentious issues.

The vote set the stage for hun-
dreds of thousands of federal work-
ers to return today, cutting short 
what could have become a messy 
and costly impasse. The House ap-
proved the measure shortly there-
after, and Trump later signed it 
behind closed doors at the White 
House.

But by relenting, the Democrats 
prompted a backlash from immi-
gration activists and liberal base 
supporters who wanted them to 
fight longer and harder for legisla-

tion to protect from deportation the 
700,000 or so younger immigrants 
who were brought to the country as 
children and now are here illegally.

Democrats climbed onboard after 
two days of negotiations that ended 
with new assurances from Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
that the Senate would consider im-
migration proposals in the coming 
weeks. But there were deep divides 
in the Democratic caucus over strat-
egy, as red-state lawmakers fighting 
for their survival broke with pro-
gressives looking to satisfy liberals’ 
and immigrants’ demands.

Under the agreement, Democrats 
provided enough votes to pass the 
stopgap spending measure keeping 
the government open until Feb. 8. In 
return, McConnell agreed to resume 
negotiations over the future of the 
young immigrants, border security, 
military spending and other budget 
debates. If those talks don’t yield a 
deal in the next three weeks, the 
Republican promised to allow the 
Senate to debate an immigration 
proposal — even if it’s one crafted 
by a bipartisan group and does not 
have the backing of the leadership 
and the White House, lawmakers 

said. McConnell previously had said 
he would bring a deal to a vote only 
if Trump supported it.

Sixty votes were needed to end 
the Democrats’ filibuster, and the 
party’s senators provided 33 of the 
81 the measure got. Eighteen sen-
ators, including members of both 
parties, were opposed. Hours later 
the Senate passed the final bill by 
the same 81-18 vote, sending it to 
the House, which quickly voted its 
approval and sent the measure on 
to Trump.

Vote to end shutdown

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bismarck city officials are con-
sidering adding a driverless bus to 
the Capital Area Transit fleet as 
part of a pilot program testing the 
use of autonomous vehicle tech-
nology on the city streets.

If approved, the bus would be 
rented for six months from March 

through October 2019, said Bis-
marck City Engineer Gabe Schell.

With the city commission’s 
approval, the engineering de-
partment would apply for North 
Dakota Department of Transpor-
tation Urban Grant Funding, a 
program that divvies out federal 
funding statewide to cities with 
a population of 5,000 or more, to 

cover the majority of the cost of a 
six-month lease.

Total cost would be in the range 
of $75,000 to $85,000 to rent the 
bus, with the city required to chip 
in 20 percent of the funding.

The cost share could be in-
cluded in the 2019 budget if the 
grant is awarded. If the grant is not 
awarded, the city could pursue this 

demonstration using local dollars 
should the commission choose to 
move forward.

The state is expected to have at 
least $4.6 million and up to $7.6 
million in Urban Grant Funding to 
award statewide.

Schell said the initial concept is 

Bismarck considers driverless bus
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