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JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 A North Dakota Republican 
dropped his short-lived bid for U.S. 
Senate Tuesday in anticipation of 
Rep. Kevin Cramer joining the race, 
although the third-term congress-
man was mum about his intentions.

Cramer said a month ago he 
would seek re-election to the U.S. 
House instead of pursuing a chal-
lenge against Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, 
the only Democrat elected to state-
wide o�  ce in North Dakota. But he 
said Friday he was “mildly recon-
sidering” his decision.

Cramer made no formal an-
nouncement regarding his inten-
tions Tuesday but said in a text mes-
sage that he’ll be back in Bismarck 
Friday. But former state Republican 
Party Chairman Gary Emineth, who 
announced his own Senate bid two 
weeks ago, dropped out Tuesday to 
make way for Cramer.

In a statement posted online, 
Emineth said he was “unwilling to 
take on a popular incumbent who 
has done much to endear himself to 
his constituents.” 

He said a CNN story that high-
lighted several of his infl ammatory 
social media posts had no impact 
on him.

Emineth told Forum News Ser-
vice Tuesday he talked to Cramer 
and expects he will run for Senate.

Emineth, who managed Cramer’s 
2012 House campaign through the 
primary election, said Cramer is 
“getting lots of pressure from DC 
and around the country” as well 

DEB RIECHMANN AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Contradict-
ing the White House, the FBI said 
Tuesday it gave the Trump admin-
istration information on multiple 
occasions last year about a top aide 
accused of domestic abuse by his 
two ex-wives, and the investiga-
tion wrapped up in January.

That account by FBI Director 
Christopher Wray challenged the 
White House assertion that Rob 
Porter’s background “investiga-
tion was ongoing” and o�  cials fi rst 
learned the extent of accusations 

against him only last week, just be-
fore he abruptly resigned.

Wray’s testimony marked the 
latest development in a scandal 
that has called into question the 
judgment of senior members of the 
White House sta� , put new stress 
on the administration’s already 
strained credibility with the pub-
lic, and drawn accusations of tone-
deaf handling of abuse allegations.

The week-long fallout from the 
allegations against Porter, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s sta�  secre-
tary, has thrown the West Wing 
into chaos not seen since the ear-
liest months of the administration 
and has sparked new rounds of 
recriminations inside the White 
House.

FBI disputes White House
Agency says it gave 
administration heads 
up about former aide

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Nicole Cook smoothly sings the classic 1956 sultry song “Fever,” originally performed by Peggy Lee, at the “Sweets for the Sweet” concert by the Bismarck-
Mandan Civic Chorus in the atrium of the North Dakota Heritage Center on Tuesday night. The Valentine’s Day eve program was set with a cabaret-style 
atmosphere for an evening of serenading love songs, wine, appetizers and desserts.

Emineth 
ends run 
for Senate

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A company that failed to report 
a brine spill last fall in Bottineau 
County is facing a potential fi ne 
from the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission.

A complaint alleges Great Amer-
ican Royalties violated state regu-
lations that govern the oil industry 
by failing to report a Sept. 24, 2017, 
produced water spill estimated to 
be 470 barrels, or 19,740 gallons.

Regulators fi rst learned of the 

spill from a landowner, and the 
company then fi led a spill report 
on Oct. 9. State regulations require 
companies to provide a verbal no-
tifi cation to regulators immediately 
after a spill is discovered and fi le a 
written report within 24 hours.

In this case, the company did 
not report the spill until after being 
contacted by regulators, the North 
Dakota Department of Health said 
last fall.

The spill at a saltwater disposal 
well about 12 miles northwest of 
Maxbass was caused by a tank that 
overfl owed. Saltwater, or brine, is a 
waste byproduct of oil production.

The complaint from the Indus-
trial Commission requests a fi ne in 
an amount to be determined at an 

administrative hearing, in addition 
to reimbursement for $144 in costs 
to investigate the matter.

The maximum fi ne the agency 
can impose is $12,500 per violation 
per day. In this case, the spill was 
reported 15 days late, which could 
mean a penalty of up to $187,500.

In a legal response, Great Ameri-
can Royalties denied the Industrial 
Commission’s allegations.

Bill Suess, spill investigation 
program manager for the North Da-
kota Department of Health, said his 
agency is still testing soil samples to 
determine if the spill left the well 
site location.

Suess said there was contam-
ination outside of the saltwater 
disposal well location, but it may 

be from a previous spill. Either 
way, the company is responsible 
for cleaning it up, Suess said.

Notes from a health department 
inspector who visited the site on 
Oct. 12 say the dike appeared to have 
been recently rebuilt and showed 
evidence of water seeping through. 

The notes indicated there was no 
sign of cleanup work done at that 
time. 

The inspector also noted the area 
to the north lacks vegetation, but it 
was hard to discern the cause, ac-
cording to the health department’s 
spill database.

Reach Amy Dalrymple at 701-
250-8267 or Amy.Dalrymple@
bismarcktribune.com

Oil field company faces potential fine
Brine spill was not 
reported until firm was 
contacted by regulators

Republican drops out 
in anticipation of Rep. 
Cramer launching bid

SWEETS FOR SWEET

APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — If you’re sin-
gle and ready to mingle, you might 
have a tough time in North Dakota.

The state is the sixth worst place 
in the country for singles, accord-
ing to a WalletHub analysis. It took 
last place on the website’s list for 
dating opportunities, restaurants 
per capita and gender balance for 
singles.

North Dakota also placed 40th 
for the share of single adults in the 
state (47 percent), 43rd for average 
wine and beer price, 36th for movie 
theaters per capita, 27th for mo-
bile-dating opportunities and 22nd 
for online-dating opportunities.

The website looked at 27 factors 
in determining which states are 
date-friendly, though it gave more 
weight to the share of single adults, 
gender balance of single adults and 
online-dating participation than 
other categories.

Minnesota did much better in 
the study, ranking 15th overall. 

North Dakota 
the sixth worst 
state for singles

ANDREW HARNIK, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

From left, FBI Director Christopher Wray speaks at a Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence hearing on worldwide threat Tuesday in 
Washington. Wray is accompanied by, from left, CIA Director Mike Pompeo, 
Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats, Defense Intelligence Agency 
Director Robert Ashley, National Security Agency Director Adm. Michael 
Rogers, and National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency Director Robert 
Cardillo.Please see FBI, Page A3

Please see SINGLES, Page A3

Please see ELECTION, Page A3

Look inside for
information on
the Sport Show!


