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BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 The Native American official who 
has been the face and voice of the 
fight against the Dakota Access oil 
pipeline has been voted out of of-
fice.

Unofficial results from the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux Tribe’s general elec-
tion Wednesday showed that Dave 
Archambault II received only 37 
percent of about 1,700 votes cast. 
His opponent, longtime tribal 
councilman and wildlife official 
Mike Faith, received 63 percent, 
according to the totals released 
Thursday.

Archambault conceded defeat in 
a statement.

“I will continue to advocate for 
the issues facing our community 
and look forward to exploring new 
opportunities,” he said. “I wish the 
new administration the best and 

look forward to a smooth transi-
tion, ensuring that we do not lose 
the powerful momentum we have 
at Standing Rock.”

Wednesday marked the council-
man-at-large’s second run against 
Archambault for the chairman’s 
seat. The two also competed on the 

ballot in 2013.
The tribe opposed the $3.8 billion 

pipeline built by Texas-based En-
ergy Transfer Partners over fears it 
would harm cultural sites and the 
tribe’s Missouri River water supply 
— claims rejected by ETP. Protests 
failed to stop the pipeline, and it 
began moving North Dakota oil 
through South Dakota and Iowa to 
a distribution point in Illinois on 
June 1. The Standing Rock and three 
other Sioux tribes are still fighting 
the pipeline in federal court.

A protest camp on federal land 
just north of the reservation and 
near the area where the pipeline 
skirted tribal land drew hundreds 
and sometimes thousands of pipe-
line opponents, some of whom 
clashed with police. There were 
761 arrests between August and 
February.

Archambault earlier this year 
called for the large camp and other 
smaller camps in the area to disband 
before the spring flooding season, 
upsetting some tribal members.

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 North Dakota lawmakers took 
another step toward taking Gov. 
Doug Burgum to court over vetoes 
he issued a few months ago.

Legislative Management, a pow-
erful interim committee, voted 
12-4 Thursday to proceed with lit-
igation, a move that some lawmak-
ers said was an effort to clarify the 
roles of the legislative and execu-
tive branches of state government.

“I think we’d be doing a disser-
vice to the people of North Dakota 
if we leave things unclear, if we 
leave things unsettled,” said Rep. 
Mike Lefor, R-Dickinson.

Archambault ousted as leader

Lawsuit 
planned 
against 
Burgum

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 For Misty Coffelt’s three daugh-
ters, hearing Morris Brickle-Hicks 
convicted of their mother’s murder 
was a moment of relief.

“It’s been a long, long year,” said 
Chontea Loghry, Coffelt’s oldest 

child.
After one hour of closing argu-

ments Thursday afternoon, the 
12-member jury returned its unani-
mous guilty verdict on Class AA fel-
ony murder at 4 p.m., following two 
hours deliberation.

Coffelt’s daughters attended 
all four days of the trial, joined by 
their grandparents from Monday to 
Wednesday. While Brickle-Hicks’ 
sentencing is still on the horizon, 
the trial week brought some hard 
moments, Loghry said.

“Seeing the way she actually was 
when she passed was very difficult,” 
said Britney Loghry, Coffelt’s second 
daughter, referencing her mother’s 
autopsy photos.

“And seeing him re-enact the 
movements of how he did it also was 
just ridiculous,” Chontea Loghry, 
24, said, referring to a police inter-
view video of Brickle-Hicks shown 
Tuesday in court. “That was one of 
the hardest points to me.”

Burleigh County Assistant State’s 
Attorney Julie Lawyer reviewed pros-

ecutorial evidence in her closing and 
final statements Thursday, saying 
Brickle-Hicks fatally stomped Cof-
felt, hid her body and left her to die.

Defense attorney James Loraas, 
who called no witnesses Thurs-
day morning after Lawyer rested 
Wednesday evening, said reasonable 
doubt exists in the case from Brick-
le-Hicks’ and Coffelt’s confrontation 
that night of April 14, 2016.

“The extent of that confrontation 
is unknown,” he said. “Did he con-
fess to intentionally killing Misty 

Coffelt? No. No, he did not. She was 
alive when he left her.”

Lawyer argued that Brickle-Hicks 
knew Coffelt had life-threatening 
injuries when he hid her body be-
hind Runnings. In the video shown 
in court, Brickle-Hicks is seen ad-
mitting to detectives that he struck 
Coffelt repeatedly and left her still 
alive but seriously injured.

“He knew he left her for dead,” 
Lawyer said.

Brickle-Hicks convicted of murder

DAVE KOLPACK
Associated Press 

 FARGO — The state Board of 
Higher Education on Thursday 
rejected repeated requests by one 
of its members for a special meet-
ing to discuss the contract of North 
Dakota University System Chan-
cellor Mark Hagerott.

Hagerott has been involved in a 
couple of events this month that 
have received public scrutiny. This 
past week he asked for an investi-
gation into what he said was pres-
sure from people who wanted him 
to punish the University of North 
Dakota’s interim president, Ed 

State board 
decides against  
special meeting

Jury deliberates 
for 2 hours before 
reaching guilty verdict
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Jeremy Jose, of Indigo Signs, works on the final touches to a large mural next to the concession stand seating on Thursday inside the Starion Sports Complex 
overlooking the Schwan Cadillac Rink, background, where the Mandan High School boys and girls hockey teams will compete this winter. The sports 
complex, located at 111 Old Red Trail NE, opens today with the Braves football team taking to the turf field in their homecoming game at 6:30 p.m. against 
Legacy High School at the 2,000-seat Leon House Track and Field stadium. A tailgating event is scheduled from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. before the game. The 
84,000-square-foot building with 450 paved parking spaces is operated by the Mandan Park District. For more photos go to bismarcktribune.com. 
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Mike Faith elected 
as Standing Rock’s 
new tribal chairman
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Standing Rock Sioux Chairman Dave Archambault II speaks to Sens. John 
Hoeven, R-N.D., and Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., during a Senate Indian Affairs 
Committee field hearing in August at United Tribes Technical College.
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