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have a general “Hunting Pack List” that I keep on hand for 

any type of over-night big game hunt. Once my gear is 

packed, I thoroughly go through my list and make sure I 

have all the necessary items; then I check my gear a sec-

ond time; and then one last time, just to make sure.

The only drawback to having all this gear was strategically 

packing it for a fi ve-day hunt in my 2000 cubic inch Blacks 

Creek “Answer” pack that is only designed for a 2-3 day 

hunt. With a little trial and error and some proper camp 

gear, I did the near impossible. A good pack and pack 

frame are a must on this style of hunt; knowing how to 

pack your gear will have to wait until an-other article.

Our trip started with a ten-hour journey west, driving 

through plenty of rain and then meeting up with our friends 

in a small town in central Montana. After a quick introduc-

tion and a short stop at the local sporting goods store, we 

drove another hour south until we reached the trailhead. 

We unloaded our gear, double checked our packs and 

started the 8 mile ascent up the mountain. The drought-

like conditions in central Montana had been curtailed with 

plenty of rain, sleet and snow in the higher elevations, so 

this particular journey was not going to be easy. Our gruel-

ing hike found us ascending over 3000 feet to our camp 

site, settling in at nearly 9,500 feet. The snow was ap-

proximately a foot deep and still coming down, so our early 

season archery hunt had now turned into a winter storm.

Getting our tent and shelter established was our fi rst pri-

ority. Next was getting a fi re started and a hot “Mountain 

House” meal in our stomach to fuel up and consume some 

well-earned calories. Two days earlier, we wouldn’t have 

even dreamt of starting a fi re due to the extremely dry con-

ditions; but now, with the mountains covered in a blanket 

of snow, we had to fi nd some dry kin-dling to help generate 

some heat. Again, having the proper gear made our source 

of heat a bless-ing and a welcome comfort. Having a small 

axe, a tree/meat saw, a lighter and cotton balls smothered 

in Vaseline not only made it possible, but a necessity to 

keep us warm and comforta-ble. The humidity was so high 

that nothing wanted to burn. The Vaseline covered cotton 

balls were the only thing that would maintain a fl ame long 

enough to get the kindling burning – they’re a “must have” 

on any backcountry hunt.

As evening approached, the temperatures continued to 

drop and the snow kept falling. This is beautiful scenery 

if you’re gathering for a Christmas celebration, but not for 

a September archery elk hunt. With overnight temps in 

the upper teens and low 20’s, sleeping and staying warm 

was going to be big concern. We had checked the weather 

forecast prior to leaving North Dakota and knew that these 

conditions may occur, so we had packed warmer sleeping 

gear than normal. Yes, it was bit heavier packing in, but 

sleeping in comfort was a huge payoff. A quality mummy 

style bag, a sleeping pad and my First Lite “Puffy” Jacket 

(packable, light weight and warm) provided the necessary 

warmth and comfort for the cold mountain nights.

Each morning, we found ourselves waking up to cold 

temperatures and wet, frozen boots. A quick bowl of hot 

oatmeal and a cup of instant coffee generated some heat 

and gave us a positive outlook toward a new day and the 

chance to hunt the beautiful snow-covered mountains with 


