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 Bismarck is looking to deter 
red light runners in 2018 with 
the installation of law enforce-
ment confirmation lights at 107 
intersections.

“When the light turns red, 
that confirmation light will be 
illuminated, allowing officers 
to see lights from the side,” said 
Bismarck Police Lt. Jeff Solem-
saas, who is in charge of the traf-
fic division.

The auxiliary lights are con-
nected to traffic control signals 
with the aim of helping law en-
forcement officers identify driv-
ers who violate red lights.

“A primary goal of this project 
is ... Bismarck police will be able 
to enforce red light running more 
effectively,” said Gabe Schell, city 
engineer. “This would hopefully 
reduce the number or red light 
violators and improve safety at 
these intersections.”

The city commission approved 
the project on Sept. 26, entering 
into two agreements with the 
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation — one agreement 
each for the signalized intersec-
tions on the Urban Roads System 
and the Primary and Secondary 
Regional Highway Systems.
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 The National Weather Service in 
Bismarck has issued a wind chill 
warning effective through noon 
Monday.

Temperatures will not rise 
above minus 8 degrees through 
Monday with wind chills reach-
ing as low as minus 50 degrees in 
some areas. Less than an inch of 
snow is expected to accumulate 

today.
Most locations today will be 

within a couple degrees of setting 
new record low daily maximum 
temperatures. This means high 
temperatures could rank as the 
coldest on record for Dec 30. An 
example is Jamestown, where a 
forecast high of minus 15 degrees, 
is colder than the record of minus 
14 degrees set back in 1968.

Here are some other Dec. 30 re-
cords worth watching, according 
to the National Weather Service in 
Bismarck:

 � Bismarck: The forecast for a 
high of minus 13 degrees could tie 
the record set in 1874.

 � Dickinson: The forecast for 
a high of minus 11 degrees would 
come close to beating the record of 
minus 14 degrees set in 1911.

 � Jamestown: The forecast for a 
high of minus 15 degrees could beat 
the record of minus 14 degrees set 
in 1968.

 � Minot: The forecast for a high 
of minus 16 degrees could tie the re-
cord set in 1968.

 �Williston: The forecast for 
a high of minus 13 degrees would 
come close to beating the record of 
minus 16 degrees set in 1911.

Wind chill warning 
issued through Monday
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Braxton Graff, 11, chases a puck while practicing hockey skills with his brother, Tayson, 9, on the ice at Lions Hillside Park in Bismarck on Friday afternoon. “I 
just kind of skate around, but Tayson has played since kindergarten,” said Braxton. Bismarck-Mandan and most of North Dakota will be experiencing extreme 
cold today and Sunday with temperature readings nearing minus 30 degrees below zero in many areas of the state.

Red light 
enforcement 
to increase

JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press 

 TOLEDO, Ohio — Already win-
ter-weary parts of the Midwest 
and East Coast are dealing with a 
mounting number of weather-re-
lated headaches, from highway 
pileups to frozen pipes and a rash 
of car thefts. And there’s more to 
come.

Bitter temperatures and snow 
squalls have been blamed for a 
handful of deaths and canceled a 
long list of New Year’s celebrations.

Icy roads in central Michigan 
caused more than 30 crashes Fri-
day on highways near Flint while 
a chain-reaction crash involving 

about 40 vehicles in the southwest-
ern part of the state left three hurt.

Coastal South Carolina saw a 
rare bout of freezing rain and driz-
zle Friday that forced bridges from 
Charleston to Myrtle Beach to shut 
down for de-icing.

Police in the Cincinnati area said 
a half-dozen cars have been stolen 
in recent days after being left run-
ning unattended by owners trying 
to warm them up. Cincinnati police 
warned in a tweet that leaving your 
car running means “the only person 
who will be warm is the thief who 
stole your car.”

Cold snap creates headaches
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Samantha Dement-Graham shovels her neighbor’s sidewalk Friday on 
University Avenue in Dubuque.

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 As nonprofits elsewhere raise 
alarms that the new federal tax 
law may hamper charitable giv-
ing, North Dakota officials are 
offering more mixed reactions 
to the changes.

Pat Berger, president and CEO 
of the United Way of Grand Forks, 
East Grand Forks and Area, pre-
dicted the overhaul would have 
a “profound effect” on charities. 
That echoed concerns raised by 
the charity’s worldwide leader, 
who earlier this month told Na-
tional Public Radio that fewer 
people will itemize their tax 
deductions because lawmakers 
planned to nearly double the 
standard deduction.

“When everyone is very 
uncertain financially about 
what’s going on, these kinds of 
things, such as charitable do-
nations, they may pull back a 
bit,” Berger said Thursday. “At  
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