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BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Harriett Skye, a pioneering Sioux woman 
who paved the way for Native Americans and 
hosted an unprecedented TV program in Bis-
marck, has died at age 86.

Skye was born on Dec. 6, 1931, in Rosebud, 
S.D., according to her online obituary. The el-
dest of seven kids, she grew up on the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation in Fort Yates. After 
graduating high school, her career began as the 
editor of the tribal newspaper, The Standing 
Rock Star.

She later moved to Bismarck, where she took 
a job leading public relations at United Tribes 
Technical College. She was an editor of United 
Tribes News, the college’s monthly newspaper, 
and hosted a television program called “Indian 
Country Today,” which aired from 1973 to 1984 
on the local NBC affiliate, KFYR-TV.

In the first 10 years of the bi-weekly pro-
gram, Skye conducted 246 interviews with 

Native American leaders and newsmakers. 
The program reached viewers in North Da-
kota, South Dakota, Montana, Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. Her interviews likely inspired 
other Native Americans — particularly Native 
American women — to enter the field of jour-
nalism.

North Dakota Indian Affairs Commissioner 
Scott Davis, who knew Skye since he was a 
child and worked with her at United Tribes, 
said she “always had positive energy.”

Davis said he worked with Skye when she 
was the college’s vice president of intertribal 
programs. He said she instilled upon him the 
importance of meeting people and making 
connections and said she was “very well-con-
nected.”

In 2016, Skye was inducted into the North 
Dakota Native American Hall of Honor, which 
recognizes Native Americans who have been 
influential leaders and crusaders of their tribe 
and culture.

“I’m so glad she was inducted,” Davis said. 
“Growing up, seeing her on ‘Indian Country 

Skye, staunch advocate for 
Native American rights, dies
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Nikki Liebel and her three dogs took advantage of Friday afternoon’s sunshine and mild weather to take a long walk in north Bismarck. “They like to 
go different places and take in the new smells,” she said of her three companions. The dogs names are, front to back, Sully, Cricket and Bentley. The 
National Weather Service in Bismarck reports that brisk winds of 15 mph to 25 mph are expected today.

MIKE STOBBE
Associated Press 

 NEW YORK — Sick with the flu? 
You’ve got a lot of company.

The flu blanketed the U.S. again 
last week for the third straight week. 

Only Hawaii has been spared.
Last week, 1 in 15 doctor visits 

were for symptoms of the flu. That’s 
the highest level since the swine flu 
pandemic in 2009. The govern-
ment doesn’t track every flu case 
but comes up with estimates; one 
measure is how many people seek 
medical care for fever, cough, aches 
and other flu symptoms.

Flu is widespread in every state 
except Hawaii, with 39 states re-

porting high traffic to doctors last 
week, up from 32.

At this rate, by the end of the 
season somewhere around 34 mil-
lion Americans will have gotten sick 
from the flu, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said Friday.

Some good news: Hospital stays 
and deaths from the flu among the 
elderly so far haven’t been as high 
as in some other recent flu seasons. 
However, hospitalization rates for 

people 50 to 64 — baby boomers, 
mostly — has been unusually high, 
CDC officials said in the report, 
which covers the week ending Jan. 
20.

A New York pediatrician said her 
office has been busy but the kids 
with the flu haven’t been quite as 
sick as in the past.

“For most of them, their symp-
toms are milder,” said Dr. Tiffany 
Knipe.

This year’s flu shot targets the 
strains that are making Americans 
sick, mostly the H3N2 flu virus. But 
exactly how well it is working won’t 
be known until next month. It’s the 
same main bug from last winter, 
when the flu season wasn’t so bad. 
It’s not clear why this season — with 
the same bug — is worse, some ex-
perts said.

Flu widespread across U.S. for third consecutive week
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 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump pushed back Fri-
day against reports that he ordered 
White House lawyer Don McGahn to 
fire special counsel Robert Mueller 
last June.

“Fake news, folks. Fake news. Typ-
ical New York Times fake stories,” 
Trump retorted dismissively when 
asked about it by reporters at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland.

The reports, first by the Times and 
then others, said Trump backed off 
on his attempt to fire the man who 
is investigating him, his election 
campaign’s Russian contacts and his 
firings of FBI Director James Comey 
and National Security Adviser Mi-
chael Flynn — but only after lawyer 
McGahn refused to relay his direc-
tive to the Justice Department and 
threatened to quit if Trump pressed 
the issue.

In Washington, Mueller’s team 
was still on the job Friday, investi-
gating the president and his 2016 
election campaign.

After the news came out Thurs-
day night, Democratic Sen. Mark 
Warner of Virginia quickly accused 
Trump of crossing “a red line” that 
should be met forcibly by lawmakers 
to protect the Constitution. Warner 
is the ranking Democrat on the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee. But Re-
publicans were quick to dismiss the 
report, pointing out that Mueller had 
not actually been fired.

Some legal experts noted that 
presidents, like anyone else, can say 
things they don’t mean when an-
gry. At the same time, others saw 
the alleged Trump order as part of 
a pattern of obstruction that could 
be pressed by Mueller, disrupting or 
even dooming Trump’s presidency.

Jacob Frenkel, a defense lawyer 
and former prosecutor, said defense 
lawyers would argue that the conver-
sation with McGahn “was an expres-
sion of frustration and irritation, not 
an intended personnel action.”

A statement alone, without fol-
low-up action, can be subject to 
different explanations and allow for 
reasonable doubt as to the intent, he 
indicated.

Trump 
pushes 
back on 
report
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Trailblazer inducted into Native 
American Hall of Honor in 2016
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Harriett Skye, 86, died Jan. 20 in her home in 
California. Skye was a staunch advocate for Native 
American rights. She was inducted into the North 
Dakota Native American Hall of Honor in 2016.

New York Times 
claims president tried 
to fire special counsel

One in 15 doctor visits 
last week were for 
symptoms of the flu
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