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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota oil production 
returned to near-record levels in 
2017, which one industry leader 
credited in part to the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline.

“It has been a game-changer,” 
said Ron Ness, president of the 
North Dakota Petroleum Council.

The pipeline system connect-
ing North Dakota with Gulf Coast 
markets has lowered transporta-
tion costs, making the price for 
Bakken crude more competitive.

Justin Kringstad, director of 
the North Dakota Pipeline Au-
thority, said before Dakota Ac-
cess began service in June, the 
price for a Bakken barrel was 
about $7 to $8 lower than the 
West Texas Intermediate price.

From June through October, 
the most recent data available, 
the average discount was $5 a 
barrel, Kringstad said.

“That means getting more and 
more revenue out of each barrel,” 
said Ryan Rauschenberger, North 
Dakota tax commissioner.

State tax revenues have in-
creased about $43.5 million for 
the first five months that Dakota 
Access operated, according to 
Kringstad’s analysis. 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Following a day of wind chill 
warnings, the National Weather 
Service in Bismarck is predicting a 
relative warm-up today and Thurs-
day before another deep freeze this 
weekend.

Today and Thursday high tem-
peratures will be in the positive 
digits for much of western North 
Dakota, NWS meteorologist Alex 

Edwards said. The north, central 
and northeastern parts of the state 
will be below zero, but there will be 
a less of a wind chill.

Downgraded from previous 
warnings, a wind chill advisory will 
remain in effect until noon today. 
The cold winds can cause frostbite 
within 30 minutes to exposed skin. 
There’s a slight chance of about an 
inch of snow in Bismarck. The high 
is forecast to be 4 degrees and a low 

of minus 16 degrees.
Edwards said there’s another 

chance of 1 to 2 inches snow tom-
morow, but mostly in the south-
west portion of the state, including 
Bowman, Slope, Stark and Grant 
counties.

Another arctic blast will hit the 
state this weekend. Temperatures 
across North Dakota will dip below 
zero Saturday and Sunday, with 
wind chills anywhere from minus 

20 to minus 40. New Year’s Day is 
forecast to have temperatures above 
zero again.

The next chance of a cold reprieve 
won’t be until next week, Edwards 
said, trending more toward normal 
temperatures for this time of the 
year, which are highs in the low 20s.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-
8251 or Blair.Emerson@bismarcktri-
bune.com

Frigid conditions to 
continue this week
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Kelly Mosbrucker and dog Queenie finish feeding a pen of bucking bulls south of Mandan in the sub-zero cold covering Bismarck-Mandan through the day on 
Tuesday. Mosbrucker said the bulls were fed a Western Edge mixture of oats, barley, corn and molasses. Mosbrucker also said the bulls first rodeo is January 
19th in Nebraska and will be back for a rodeo in the Bismarck Event Center on February 1-3. The cold weather is expected to continue through the weekend 
with daytime highs slightly above zero with weekend temperatures dipping below zero with a wind chills anywhere from minus 20 to minus 40.

DAPL 
called 
‘game-
changer’

COLLEEN LONG
Associated Press 

 NEW YORK — Three large U.S. 
cities filed a federal lawsuit Tuesday 
against the Department of Defense, 
arguing that many service mem-
bers who are disqualified from gun 
ownership weren’t reported to the 
national background check system.

New York City, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia said in court papers 
that the military’s broken system 
for relaying such information helped 
spur the massacre of 26 people in-
side a Texas church last month.

“This failure on behalf of the De-
partment of Defense has led to the 
loss of innocent lives by putting guns 
in the hands of criminals and those 
who wish to cause immeasurable 
harm,” New York Mayor Bill de Bla-

sio said in a statement. “New York 
City is joining Philadelphia and San 
Francisco to stand up to the Depart-
ment of Defense and demand they 
comply with the law and repair their 
drastically flawed system.”

Local law enforcement officials 
rely on the FBI’s database to con-
duct background checks on gun 
permit applications and to monitor 
purchases. It must be up-to-date 
in order to prevent people from 
wrongly getting guns, the cities’ 
attorneys wrote.

The lawsuit filed in federal court 
in Alexandria, Va., seeks an injunc-
tion and judicial oversight to ensure 
ongoing compliance with the De-
fense Department’s obligation to 
submit records.

Military officials previously ac-

knowledged problems with their 
reporting.

A Pentagon spokesman on Tues-
day said he couldn’t comment spe-
cifically on the lawsuit.

“The department continues to 
work with the services as they re-
view and refine their policies and 
procedures to ensure qualifying 
criminal history information is 
submitted to the FBI,” said Tom 
Crosson, a Pentagon spokesman.

The Defense Department’s failure 
to report “significant numbers” of 
disqualifying records to the FBI’s 
national background check sys-
tem allowed former U.S. Air Force 
member Devin P. Kelley to buy a 
rifle and shoot 26 people to death 

Cities sue Defense Department

Jay Janner, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Investigators work at the scene of a 
deadly shooting at the First Baptist 
Church on Nov. 5 in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas. New York City, San 
Francisco and Philadelphia filed 
a federal lawsuit Tuesday against 
the Defense Department, saying 
many service members who are 
disqualified from gun ownership 
weren’t reported to the national 
background check system. A Defense 
Department failure allowed a 
disgraced former Air Force member 
to buy a high-powered rifle and shoot 
26 people to death at the church.

 Because of problems with the 
Bismarck Tribune’s heating sys-
tem that impacted the press the 
publication of the Tuesday paper 
was delayed.

Fans that circulate warm air 
quit, resulting in a drop in the tem-
perature in the pressroom. This 
caused the air valves to freeze up 
and the press wouldn’t run.

The Tribune has been working 
to resolve the problem and hopes 
to be back to normal operations.

Most Bismarck-Mandan read-
ers should have received their 
Tribune. However, if you didn’t 
receive a Tuesday Tribune it 
was being delivered with the 
Wednesday Tribune. Readers 
outside Bismarck-Mandan were 
receiving a paper on Wednesday.

We apologize for any inconve-
nience.

— Steve Wallick, editor
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