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“We are preparing for 
another challenging 
budget in 2019-21, 
making it even more 
important that we 
keep reinventing our 
approaches to delivering 
services and be more 
efficient with taxpayer 
dollars.”

Gov. Doug Burgum, North dakota
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American hip hop artist and mem-
ber of the group, the Black Eyed Peas, 
helped write the song, called “Some-
body,” the Standing Rock students 
will perform. 

“Even if you’re a kid from the res-
ervation, you can be somebody; you 
just have to believe in yourself and 
that’s what the song is about — not 
backing down and believing in your-
self,” said Jordan, who lives in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area and travels to 
various Indian reservations to work 
with children.

In January, the Standing Rock 
schools held tryouts for students 
interested in being part of the group 
that goes to Washington, D.C. More 
than 30 students auditioned.

For about three weeks, they’ve 
been practicing their song in prepa-
ration to practice with other Turn-
around Arts schools.

“I was happy,” Zaniyan Iron Eyes, 
11, said, of getting picked after the 
audition. He is one of two rappers 
who will perform with the students.

The process for getting ready for 
the talent show has been grueling 
for some of the students, but, over-
all, Jordan said the students are ready.

“They have so much ambition,” he 
said. “It didn’t really take them long 
to learn the song.”

Graysen Iron Shield, 12, said this 
will be his first opportunity to do 
something outside of North Dakota. 
When he told his parents he aced the 
audition, they couldn’t believe that 
he could sing, he said.

Helixo Eagle, 13, who has never 
been on a plane, said his family has 
been helping him prepare for the trip, 
finding out what he can take. Eagle 
also will be rapping in the show and 
said he enjoys this style of music, be-
cause he can send a positive message.

Lisa Weippert, an English language 
arts teacher at the middle school 
and sixth-grade band teacher, said 
she believes music is beneficial to 
students. About three years ago, she 
started a choir at the middle school. 
Weippert also has been working with 

the students to prepare them for the 
talent show and will be traveling with 
them this weekend.

“I think it’s so wonderful to have 
their talent shown nationwide. They 
truly do deserve this,” she said.

Most of the students haven’t 
performed in an event to this scale, 
except for school concerts and pow-
wows. Brownotter is an exception: 
She performed at the Oscars last 
weekend with artists Andra Day and 
Common for their song, “Stand Up 
for Something.”

“It showed that I could stand up for 
Native people and be a representa-
tive,” she said. 

Brownotter, an advocate for youth, 
said she believes more young people 
should use their voices to share their 
thoughts and perspectives. She also 
was part of a group of Standing Rock 
youth who ran to Washington, D.C., 
in protest of the Dakota Access Pipe-
line in 2016.

“(Youth are) going to be the next 
role models,” she said, adding that 
she’s excited for Sunday’s perfor-
mance to showcase her culture and 
traditions.

“It’s been amazing working with 
these kids,” Jordan said. “No matter 
what reservation I travel to, I just al-
ways am so inspired by the kids, and 
it’s crazy because I’m hired to inspire 
them ... these kids are different and 
they’re ready to take on the world, 
and I’m just glad to be a part of that.”

reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-8251 
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“There’s going to be certainly a 
need to look at that as a positive 
for right now,” she said. “Whether 
it stays steady or increasing, that’s 
important for us right now, given 
the revenues in the last two to three 
years.”

Senate Majority Leader Rich 
Wardner, R-Dickinson, said he’s 
pleased for the immediate future 
but said planning for next biennium 
is the challenge.

“The interest from the Legacy 
Fund does help us meet some of our 
ongoing expenses that we need to 
meet next biennium,” he said, also 
noting increased oil revenue.

Morrissette said the voter-ap-
proved Legacy Fund has about $5.5 
billion: “That’s about $30 million 
more in oil revenue than what was 
expected through February.”

The Government Finance Com-

mittee’s next meeting is tentatively 
set for June 7.

“As the biennium unfolds, we’ll 
know more each month,” Mor-
rissette said. “So far, we’ve been 
tracking incredibly close to the 
forecast.”

reach Jack dura at 701-250-8225 or 
jack.dura@bismarcktribune.com.
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Agriculture is North Dakota’s 
largest industry, for which crop in-
surance serves as the largest safety 
net against weather damage and un-
profitable prices. Yet the president 
is seeking a 23 percent reduction in 
spending, including less money for 
crop insurance.

“That’s not going to work,” Ho-
even said.

Hoeven and Cramer said the goal 
is to hold current levels, and because 
it’s a fight they’re used to having, 
they’re confident in their abilities.

Both chambers are working on 
a new Farm Bill. Cramer said the 
House hopes to have its version out 
of committee before Easter and Ho-
even said the Senate would like to 
have something ready to go, likely 
in April, at which time the bill has 
been promised floor time.

But when the president says it’s 
OK to cut crop insurance, it could 
affect Farm Bill negotiations, ac-
cording to Heitkamp.

“We almost lost this argument 
two years ago,” Heitkamp said, when 
North Dakota and other agricultural 
states fought to keep crop insurance 
going.

Other presidential proposed cuts 
that the delegation doesn’t agree 
with would be to the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, 
which helps those in need cover the 
cost of heating and cooling their 
homes.

“A lot of budget hawks have tried 

to cut it, but it has such strong bi-
partisan support I just can’t see it 
becoming a victim of budget cuts,” 
Cramer said, adding that the energy 
companies are behind it. “I think 
it’s one of the most safe items in the 
budget.”

The program also works to in-
crease energy efficiency, and Heit-
kamp called it a cost saver because 
it often helps seniors stay in their 
homes instead of spending Medicare 
dollars to live in nursing homes.

Cramer expressed concerns over 
the president’s move away from late 
stage research and development in 
the energy industry, particularly im-
portant to North Dakota’s coal-fired 
power plants. 

“A lot of good ideas can get trapped 
in early stage development and not 
get to the marketplace — whether 
it’s clean coal, nuclear, wind, solar 
or storage — without federal gov-
ernment support.”

Heitkamp had worries over fund-
ing to keep rural hospitals operating 
and essential air service that keeps 
flights going to smaller towns, such 
as Dickinson.

Hoeven said Congress is on track 
to possibly pass the Fiscal Year 2018 
omnibus appropriations bill by the 
end of the month. He also thinks Fis-
cal Year 2019’s appropriations could 
get through by the end of Septem-
ber, though the last time Congress 
passed those spending bills before 
the fiscal year’s end was 1994.

reach Jessica holdman at 701-
250-8261 or jessica.holdman@
bismarcktribune.com
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“Even if you’re a kid 
from the reservation, 
you can be somebody; 
you just have to believe 
in yourself and that’s 
what the song is about 
— not backing down and 
believing in yourself.” 

Mic Jordan, a hip hop artist and 
enrolled member of the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Ojibwe Tribe

HOPE YEN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — “Failed lead-
ership” at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs during the Obama 
years put patients at a major hos-
pital at risk, an internal probe finds 
— another blow to Secretary David 
Shulkin, who served at the VA then 
and is fighting to keep his job.

The 150-page report released 
Wednesday by the 
VA internal watch-
dog offers new de-
tails to its prelim-
inary finding last 
April of patient 
safety issues at the 
Washington, D.C., 
medical center.

Shulkin ac-
knowledged to reporters that the 
problems were “systemic,” but 
said he was not aware of the is-
sues at the Washington hospital. 
He pledged wide-scale change 
across the VA.

Painting a grim picture of com-
munications breakdowns, chaos 
and spending waste at the govern-
ment’s second largest department, 
the report found that at least three 
VA program offices directly under 
Shulkin’s watch knew of “serious, 
persistent deficiencies” when he 
was VA undersecretary of health 
from 2015 to 2016. But it stopped 
short of saying whether he was 
told about them.

Shulkin, who was elevated to VA 
secretary last year by President 

Donald Trump, told government 
investigators that he did “not re-
call” ever being notified of prob-
lems.

Among the changes he promised 
— unannounced audits of its more 
than 1,700 medical facilities from 
health experts in the private sec-
tor, immediate hiring to fill vacan-
cies at local hospitals and plans in 
the coming months to streamline 
bureaucracy and improve commu-
nication.

Shulkin pointed specifically to 
VA medical centers in the New 
England, Arizona and Washington 
D.C. regions that needed improve-
ments to address patient safety. 
“Not to act when you identify 
systemic failures I think would be 
negligent,” he said.

Shulkin has been struggling 
to keep a grip on his job since a 
blistering report by the inspec-
tor general last month concluded 
that he had violated ethics rules by 
improperly accepting Wimbledon 
tennis tickets and that his then 
chief of staff had doctored emails 
to justify his wife traveling to Eu-
rope with him at taxpayer expense.

He also faces a rebellion among 
some VA staff and has issued a 
sharp warning to them: Get back 
in line or get out. “I suspect that 
people are right now making deci-
sions on whether they want to be 
a part of this team or not,” he said 
last month.

On Wednesday, the White House 
affirmed its continued support for 
Shulkin despite the controversies 
swirling around him, saying he has 
done a “great job” implementing 
changes at VA. “We’re proud of the 
work that we’ve done and we’re 

going to continue to do everything 
we can to ... help veterans in this 
country,” said spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders.

The latest IG investigation 
found poor accounting procedures 
leading to taxpayer waste, citing 
at least $92 million in overpriced 
medical supplies, along with a 
threat of data breaches as reams of 
patients’ sensitive health informa-
tion sat in 1,300 unsecured boxes.

No patient died as a result of 
the patient safety issues at the 
Washington facility dating back 
to at least 2013, which resulted 
in costly hospitalizations, “pro-
longed or unnecessary anesthesia” 
while medical staff scrambled to 
find needed equipment at the last 
minute, as well as delays and can-
cellations of medical procedures. 
The report also noted improve-
ments made at the Washington 
facility since the IG’s first report 
in April, when Shulkin replaced 
the medical center’s director and 
pledged broader improvements.

Still, VA inspector general Mi-
chael Missal cautioned of poten-
tial problems without stronger 
oversight across the VA network 
of more than 1,700 facilities.

“Failed leadership at multiple 
levels within VA put patients and 
assets at the DC VA Medical Center 
at unnecessary risk and resulted 
in a breakdown of core services,” 
Missal said. “It created a climate 
of complacency ... That there was 
no finding of patient harm was 
largely due to the efforts of many 
dedicated health care providers 
that overcame service deficiencies 
to ensure patients received needed 
care.”

Failed VA leadership put patients at risk
Secretary pledges  
wide-scale changes 
after blistering probe

Shulkin

DON THOMPSON AND ELLIOT SPAGAT
Associated Press 

 SACRAMENTO, Calif. — U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
brought the Trump administra-
tion’s feud with California to the 
doorstep of the state Capitol on 
Wednesday, suing over its so-
called sanctuary state law and dra-
matically escalating a war with the 
liberal powerhouse in a sharp ex-
change of words with Democratic 
Gov. Jerry Brown.

Sessions was defiant as he spoke 
to local law enforcement officials 
about the lawsuit, citing a series 
of California laws that he says are 
unconstitutional and violate com-
mon sense.

“I can’t sit by idly while the law-
ful authority of federal officers are 
being blocked by legislative acts 
and politicians,” he said, straying 
from his prepared remarks.

Brown didn’t hold back in his re-
sponse, calling Sessions a liar and 
saying it was unprecedented for the 
attorney general to “act more like 
Fox News than a law enforcement 
officer.” He accused Sessions of 
“going to war” with California to 
appease President Donald Trump.

“What Jeff Sessions said is simply 
not true and I call upon him to apol-
ogize to the people of California for 
bringing the mendacity of Wash-
ington to California,” the governor 
told reporters.

The lawsuit is the latest salvo 

in an escalating feud between the 
Trump administration and Cali-
fornia, which has resisted the pres-
ident on issues from marijuana pol-
icy to climate change and defiantly 
refuses to help federal agents detain 
and deport immigrants. U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
has said it will increase its presence 
in California, and Sessions wants to 
cut off funding to jurisdictions that 
won’t cooperate.

The governor and state Attor-
ney General Javier Becerra, who 
has sued the Trump administra-
tion numerous times, held a news 
conference just blocks from where 
Sessions spoke at a hotel, but they 
never interacted.

Sessions also used his speech to 
sharply criticize Oakland Mayor 
Libby Schaaf for warning the public 
about an unannounced raid by fed-
eral deportation officers recently in 
California. Sessions said it allowed 
hundreds of “wanted criminals” to 
avoid arrest.

“How dare you?” Sessions said 
of Schaaf at a California Peace Of-
ficers Association meeting in Sac-
ramento. “How dare you needlessly 
endanger the lives of law enforce-
ment just to promote your radical 
open borders agenda?”

Schaaf later echoed the refrain 
to slam Sessions for tearing apart 
families and distorting the reality of 
declining violent crime in a “sanc-
tuary city” like Oakland.

“How dare you vilify members 
of our community by trying to 
frighten the American public into 
believing that all undocumented 
residents are dangerous criminals?” 
she told reporters.

Sessions received a polite if not 
warm reception from law enforce-
ment officials, even when he told 
them his goal was to make their 
jobs safer. They applauded po-
litely as he was introduced and 
after his speech, and more than 
a dozen gave a standing ovation 
at the end in a room of about 200  
officials.

But many sat expressionless, 
some listening with arms crossed 
or chins on their folded hands, and 
his 25-minute speech was never 
interrupted by applause or protest.

Outside, dozens of demonstra-
tors chanted “stand up, fight back” 
and “no justice, no peace” and some 
blocked traffic on a major thor-
oughfare. There was a heavy police 
presence but no arrests.

“This is a reminder that Califor-
nia does not see his federal policies,” 
said Steven Lynn, 33, a Sacramento 
graduate student. “We are a state of 
immigrants.”

Brown speculated that Sessions’ 
dig on California may be an attempt 
to ease an openly rocky relationship 
with the president, saying, “Maybe 
he’s trying to keep his job because 
the president is not too happy with 
him.”

Trump administration escalates 
California immigration feud
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california Gov. Jerry Brown, left, accompanied by california attorney General Xavier Becerra, responds to remarks 
made u.s. attorney General Jeff sessions, Wednesday in sacramento, calif.


