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 � Video: Homeless crisis in Bismarck-Mandan
 � Video: Introduction of new U-Mary football coach
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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 A major telemedicine provider is 
objecting to a proposed rule gov-
erning telemedicine in the state 
that would leave some patients 
out of reach.

The provider, Teladoc, opposes 
a portion of a rule drafted by the 
North Dakota Board of Medicine 
that would require the equivalent 
of an in-person visit for a patient’s 
first telemedicine appointment.

Bonnie Storbakken, executive 
secretary of the North Dakota 
Board of Medicine, said it is im-
portant to allow patients to verify 
for themselves that they are being 
treated by a licensed doctor. It also 
allows the doctor to establish a re-
lationship and verify who the pa-
tient is with greater accuracy.

“The intent of the board is to en-
sure that the standard of care is no 
different in an in-person meeting 
with your provider than it would be 
through a telemedicine meeting,” 
Storbakken wrote in testimony to 
the members of the North Dakota 
Legislature Administrative Rules 
Committee.

Some suggestions for accom-
plishing this include video confer-
encing or an in-person visit with a 
nurse practitioner or physician as-
sistant consulting with a telemed-
icine medical doctor. Storbakken 
said a conversation over the phone 
would not be enough.

After that initial relationship is 
established, the physician or others 
associated with that same practice 
may use discretion in deciding how 
to visit with and diagnose patients.

But Teladoc disagrees that video 
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Gabby Hurley holds daughter Rebel, 2, at the 33rd annual Celebration of Lights tree lighting on Tuesday 
evening on the North Dakota Capitol grounds. The evergreen tree lighting had its beginning in 1985 and 
is sponsored by the Mental Health America of North Dakota. This year, first lady Kathryn Helgaas Burgum 
turned the lights on the Tree of Hope situated near the governor’s residence. For more photographs from 
the Celebration of Lights go to www.bismarcktribune.com.
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MATTHEW LEE AND JOSEF FEDERMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump forged ahead 
Tuesday with plans to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital de-
spite intense Arab, Muslim and 
European opposition to a move 
that would upend decades of U.S. 
policy and risk potentially violent 
protests.

Trump also told the leaders of 
the Palestinian Authority and Jor-
dan in phone calls that he intends 
to move the U.S. Embassy in Is-
rael from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. It 
remains unclear, however, when 
he might take that physical step, 
which is required by U.S. law but 
has been waived on national se-
curity grounds for more than two 
decades.

Trump is to publicly address the 
question of Jerusalem  today.

U.S. officials familiar with his 
planning said he would declare 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, a 
rhetorical volley that could have 
its own dangerous consequences. 
The United States has never en-
dorsed the Jewish state’s claim of 
sovereignty over any part of Jeru-
salem and has insisted its status be 
resolved through Israeli-Palestin-
ian negotiation.

The mere consideration of 
Trump changing the status quo 
sparked a renewed U.S. security 
warning on Tuesday. America’s 
consulate in Jerusalem ordered 
U.S. personnel and their families 
to avoid visiting Jerusalem’s Old 
City or the West Bank, and urged 
American citizens in general to 
avoid places with increased police 
or military presence.

Trump, as a presidential candi-
date, repeatedly promised to move 
the U.S. embassy. However, U.S. 
leaders have routinely and uncer-
emoniously delayed such a move 
since President Bill Clinton signed 
a law in 1995 stipulating that the 
United States must relocate its 
diplomatic presence to Jerusalem 
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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A public comment period for a 
refinery proposed near Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park begins on 
Friday with a public hearing set for 

January, the North Dakota Depart-
ment of Health said Tuesday.

Health regulators are inviting 
comments on a draft air pollution 
control permit required for the 
construction of the Davis Refinery, 
proposed by Meridian Energy Group 
about two miles west of Belfield.

A review by the Division of Air 
Quality found the refinery is ex-
pected to comply with federal and 
state air pollution rules and regu-

lations.
A public information meeting 

and public hearing will be held at 
5:30 p.m. Mountain Time on Jan. 
17 in the Dorothy Stickney Audi-
torium, May Hall, Dickinson State 
University.

The public comment period will 
continue through Jan. 26.

Meridian Energy has touted the 
project as “the cleanest refinery on 
the planet,” and supporters point to 

economic development opportuni-
ties.

But the location, about three miles 
from the east boundary of Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park’s South 
Unit, has prompted opposition.

“Plain and simple, there should be 
no refinery no matter how clean lo-
cated with that kind of proximity to 
a national park,” said Jan Swenson, 
executive director for the Badlands 
Conservation Alliance.

Terry O’Clair, director of the Divi-
sion of Air Quality, said the depart-
ment’s typical comment period is 30 
days, but, in this case, the timeframe 
will be longer due to public interest 
and the holiday season.

“We believe this is an important 
issue that a lot of people have ques-
tions on,” O’Clair said.

Meridian filed for a synthetic 

Comments sought on refinery
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Hearing set Jan. 17 for 
project near Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Seeking more input on state 
revenue projections after re-
cent estimates missed the mark, 
North Dakota lawmakers voted 
Tuesday to contract with a con-
sulting firm to provide economic 

forecasting data.
The Legislative Revenue Ad-

visory Committee voted unan-
imously in favor of IHS Markit’s 
proposal, which carries a $49,292 
price tag. That came just weeks 
after the Office of Management 
and Budget signed a new two-

year, $140,000 contract with 
Moody’s Analytics that includes 
the option for two two-year re-
newals, the agency’s outgoing 
director Pam Sharp said.

“The Legislature is responsible 

Lawmakers to consult firm
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