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BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 In a taped confession, Morris 
Brickle-Hicks admitted to strik-
ing Misty Co� elt and dragging her 
across the pavement behind a farm 
goods store.

Jurors in the case against Brick-
le-Hicks, 34, who is charged with 
fatally assaulting Co� elt on April 14, 
2016, heard the taped confession on 
Tuesday, the second day in his fi ve-
day trial.

The 12-member jury watched 
Brickle-Hicks’ interview with two 
Bismarck Police detectives, despite 
objections made by his attorney 
James Loraas, who previously asked 
the court to suppress the statements 
and bloody clothing Brickle-Hicks 
gave to police during that interview. 
Loraas previously stated Brick-
le-Hicks lacked cognitive abilities 
and couldn’t understand the Mi-
randa warnings.

South Central Judge John Grin-
steiner denied Loraas’ renewed ob-
jections Tuesday. Instead, Loraas 
requested the interview be shown 
in its entirety to the jurors.

In the 2.5-hour video, detectives 
questioned Brickle-Hicks on an as-
sault he reported the previous day, 
the same day Co� elt’s body was 
found. Brickle-Hicks told them he 
had been jumped by three men near 
Denny’s in south Bismarck.

The detectives pressed him on 
where and when the alleged assault 
happened when the story is fl ipped.

“I need you to be honest with me,” 
Det. Tyler Welk says in the video.

Brickle-Hicks agrees, and ends 
up telling them that he got into an 
altercation with Co� elt and a man. 
Brickle-Hicks said Co� elt called 
him a racial slur, and then he ad-
mitted to hitting her multiple times 
on top of the head and face. He said 
when he left Co� elt was still breath-
ing, but conceded her injuries were 
life-threatening.

Brickle-Hicks also admitted to 
taking Co� elt’s purse and sweat-
shirt, and later dumping the items 
because he believed they had his fi n-
gerprints on them. After that, he told 
the detectives he went to the hospi-
tal because he had injured his back.

The prosecutor’s witnesses on 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota’s rank of No. 1 on 
lists for binge drinking shouldn’t 
be a source of pride, according to 
the state’s fi rst lady on Tuesday.

“The culture of drinking is worn 
like a badge of honor in our state 
rather than a cause for alarm,” 

fi rst lady Kathryn Helgaas Burgum 
told a crowd of about 1,000 people 
gathered at Recovery Reinvented. 
The event rolled out as her plat-
form derived from her experience 
of 15 years in recovery from drink-
ing.

She and Gov. Doug Burgum 
opened the day with remarks on 
state impacts of addiction. From 
75 percent of state prisoners with 
an addiction, to Native American 
infants born addicted to meth, to 
felony records impacting inmates’ 
re-entries into society, the e� ects 

of addiction brought together 
speakers who challenged punitive 
methods, including incarceration.

“If we are to succeed in rein-
venting recovery from addiction, 
we will only do so if we commit 
ourselves to recovery advocacy,” 
said William Moyers, of the Ha-
zelden Betty Ford Foundation.

Moyers also addressed public 

and political misperceptions of 
addiction, generated in part from 
centuries of poor media portrayals.

“Nobody ever got well with this 
illness,” he said. “We died.”

Holly Sherman and Sharon We-
ber, longtime friends who met in 
sober living, spoke about their 
founding of The Haven at Col-
lege, a sober living facility at the 
University of Southern California.

“Sober living is where you test 
your discipline and change your 

A new road to recovery
TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Volunteers Kate Brovold, left, and Twila Johnson were making name tags for the more than 800 people who registered and were lined up in the Bismarck 
Event Center for Recovery Reinvented on Tuesday morning. “We are doing whatever they ask us to do — set up chairs, direct tra�  c, we’re the welcome 
wagon,” said Johnson, a registered nurse. Brovold is the founder and executive director of Austin’s Mission, a detox center soon to open in south 
Bismarck.

Jurors in 
murder trial 
watch taped 
confession

ERICA WERNER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Obamacare 
lives on.

Senate Republicans, short of 
votes, abandoned their latest and 
possibly fi nal attempt to kill the 
health care law Tuesday, just ahead 

of a critical end-of-the-week dead-
line.

The repeal-and-replace bill’s 
authors promised to try again at a 
later date, while President Donald 
Trump railed against “certain so-
called Republicans” who opposed 
the GOP e� ort. But for now, Trump 
and fellow Republicans who vowed 
for seven years to abolish President 
Barack Obama’s law will leave it 
standing and turn their attention to 
overhauling the nation’s tax code 
instead.

The GOP’s predicament was 
summed up bluntly by Sen. Bill 
Cassidy of Louisiana, a lead author 
of the legislation: “Through events 
that are under our control and not 
under our control, we don’t have the 
votes.”

“Am I disappointed? Absolutely,” 
he said after a GOP lunch attended 
by Vice President Mike Pence.

Standing alongside Cassidy, Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell said: 
“We haven’t given up on changing 
the American health care system. 

We are not going to be able to do 
that this week, but it still lies ahead 
of us.”

“We do think it’s time to turn to 
our twin priority, reforming the tax 
code,” McConnell said.

There was much talk of returning 
to the repeal e� ort later, but not all 
Republican senators were putting on 
that brave face.

Sen. John Kennedy of Louisi-
ana described the bill as “dead as a 
doornail.”

The bill Cassidy co-authored 

with Sen. Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina would have unraveled the 
central elements of Obama’s law, in-
cluding the requirement for Amer-
icans to carry health insurance or 
pay fi nes, and o� ered block grants 
to states to design their own systems 
with less federal control.

GOP concedes last-gasp repeal

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 It’s unclear how policymakers 
can address out-of-state money 
fl owing into North Dakota ballot 

measure campaigns, two mem-
bers of a commission studying 
the state’s petition process said 
Tuesday.

The Initiated and Referred Mea-
sures Study Commission met for 
the second time Tuesday at the 
state Capitol, where the discussion 
turned from the minutiae of ballot 
measure laws to the fi nancing of 
recent campaigns. That included 

last year’s passage of a medical 
marijuana measure and Marsy’s 
Law, which enshrined crime vic-
tims’ rights into the state consti-
tution.

California billionaire Henry 
Nicholas was the sole benefactor 
for the Marsy’s Law campaign in 
North Dakota, pumping more 
than $2.8 million into the e� ort, 
according to campaign fi nance 

records presented to the com-
mittee Tuesday. The opposition 
committee to Measure 3 was dras-
tically outspent, raising less than 
$20,000.

Nicholas’ sister, for whom 
Marsy’s Law was named, was 
shot to death by her ex-boyfriend 
in 1983. The legislation has passed 

Commission examines measure funding

Obamacare survives 
as Republican e�orts 
to kill law abandoned
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