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 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Saturday claimed 
complete vindication from a con-
gressional memo that alleges the 
FBI abused its surveillance powers 

during the inves-
tigation into his 
campaign’s possible 
Russia ties. But the 
memo also includes 
revelations that 
might complicate 
efforts by Trump 
and his allies to 
undermine special 

counsel Robert Mueller’s inquiry.
The four-page document re-

leased Friday contends that the 
FBI, when it applied for a surveil-
lance warrant on a Trump cam-
paign associate, relied excessively 
on an ex-British spy whose opposi-
tion research was funded by Demo-
crats. At the same time, the memo 
confirms that the investigation 
into potential Trump links to Rus-
sia actually began several months 
earlier, and was “triggered” by 
information involving a different 
campaign aide.

Christopher Steele, the former 
spy who compiled the allegations, 
acknowledged having strong an-
ti-Trump sentiments. But he also 
was a “longtime FBI source” with a 
credible track record, according to 
the memo from the House Intelli-
gence Committee chairman, Rep. 
Devin Nunes, R-Calif., and his staff.

The warrant authorizing the 
FBI to monitor the communica-
tions of former campaign adviser 
Carter Page was not a one-time 
request, but was approved by a 
judge on four occasions, the memo 
says, and even signed off on by the 
second-ranking official at the Jus-
tice Department, Rod Rosenstein, 
whom Trump appointed as deputy 
attorney general.

ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — Cold and dark 
as it might get here, the upper Mid-
west has enjoyed some time in the 
sun with relatively strong economic 
fortunes and population growth.

But even in good times, racial dis-
parities continue to undercut both 
Minnesota and North Dakota. The 
first remains one of the more di-
vided states in the nation in terms of 

race, with many nonwhite residents 
facing worse conditions than their 
white peers. And North Dakota, 
buoyed as it was by an oil boom at 
a time when the national economy 
faltered, still isn’t exempt from the 
racial gulfs witnessed across the rest 
of the country.

On the east side of the Red River, 
Susan Brower is the state demogra-
pher for Minnesota.

“The thing that stands out most 
to me is that the disparities we see — 
the disparities that have been with 
us for so long — can’t be ‘explained 
away’ by immigration,” Brower said 
in an email. “When you look at the 
situation of indigenous peoples and 

other cultural groups who have been 
in this country for generations, you 
see that the disparate outcomes 
remain. There are powerful social 
and economic structures that keep 
these disparities in place.”

According to American Commu-
nity Survey data provided by the 
U.S. Census, poverty rates for black, 
Hispanic and Native American res-
idents remain high in both Minne-
sota and North Dakota. In the latter, 
both black and indigenous groups 
experience poverty at a scale about 
four times as great as that for white 
North Dakotans. Meanwhile, edu-
cational attainment rates for non-
white populations are also lagging, 

particularly in the post-secondary 
education.

Scott Davis is the executive direc-
tor of the North Dakota Indian Af-
fairs Commission, the state’s liaison 
with its sovereign tribal partners. 
For Davis, the poverty seen on res-
ervation lands is tied to a lack of re-
sources. That includes dollars pro-
vided by federal agencies as well as 
funds that should be flowing from 
local tribal economies, which Da-
vis says are lacking in both private 
investment and in efficient means 
to gather public revenues through 
taxation.

Racial disparities persist

MIKe MCCLeARY, TRIBUNE 

Drew Pengilly, left, as District Attorney Flint, presents his opening argument to members of the jury in the opening scene of “The Night of January 16,” 
presented by the Legacy High School Theater Program on Saturday in Bismarck. The unique courtroom drama, directed by Mandy Wardner, asks members 
of the audience to sit in the jury box to cast their verdict in the murder case. In the background is defense attorney Stevens, played by Jonelle Solemsaas, 
left, the defendant, played by Molly Rickert, middle, and Judge Heath, played by Samantha Brady. The next performance will be on March 1, “Broadway in 
our School Dessert Theatre,” with desserts prepared by the students in the school’s culinary arts program.

Trump says 
Nunes memo 
‘vindicates’ him 
in Russia probe

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Bureau of Indian Affairs has 
taken over the investigation into Ol-
ivia Lone Bear’s disappearance.

Nedra Darling, public affairs di-
rector for the BIA’s Department of 
the Interior, said the BIA will take 
the lead on the investigation for the 
missing New Town woman.

“The tribe and family has asked 
the BIA Office of Justice Services 
to take over this missing person in-

vestigation,” Darling 
said Friday. “BIA has 
taken the lead in the 
investigation and is 
following up on all 
tips and leads.”

Matthew Lone 
Bear, who has led 
volunteer efforts to 
find his sister, said 

the move is “definitely a step in the 
right direction.”

In December, the Tribal Busi-

ness Council of the Three Affiliated 
Tribes passed a resolution authoriz-
ing lead investigative responsibility 
to the BIA. Tribal directors, police 
and the Lone Bear family met Thurs-
day to discuss the BIA’s role.

MHA Chairman Mark Fox, who 
could not attend the meeting as he 
was in Bismarck, said the BIA’s in-
volvement and resources until now 
“have been helpful but limited.”

“But with all efforts so far, the goal 
is to improve our search operations 

with the ultimate hope of locating 
one of our missing tribal members,” 
he said.

While Matthew Lone Bear said 
tribal police will continue to assist 
the search, tribal police did not re-
turn phone calls and messages left 
Thursday and Friday regarding its 
role. 

Three Affiliated Tribes Police 
Detective Sam Lincoln previously 
said police continue to conduct in-
terviews and search for the missing 

32-year-old mother of five.
Volunteer searchers are requested 

to scour various North Dakota cit-
ies for the truck connected to Olivia 
Lone Bear’s disappearance. She was 
last seen driving a teal 2011 Chevro-
let Silverado 2500, with North Da-
kota license plate 839 BRC.

Interested volunteers may call 
Matthew Lone Bear at 701-595-3114.

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 or 
jack.dura@bismarcktribune.com.

Bureau of Indian Affairs takes lead in Lone Bear case

‘THe NIGHT OF JANUARY 16’

Lone bear

Poverty rates for 
minorities remain  
high in N.D., Minn.

Document further 
intensifies partisan 
battle over FBI, DOJ
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Congratulations
Cary Anderson

Our New Mandan President
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