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ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — A North Da-
kota higher education leader fi red 
earlier this fall is now calling for an 
investigation of alleged discrimi-
natory practices in the state’s uni-
versity system o�  ce under Chan-
cellor Mark Hagerott.

“Someone has to stop this bla-
tant mistreatment of employ-
ees,” wrote Lisa Feldner, a former 
North Dakota University System 
vice chancellor who also served as 
Hagerott’s chief of sta� . On Fri-
day, Feldner fi led an a�  davit and 
17-page narrative with the North 
Dakota Department of Labor de-
tailing allegations of gender dis-
crimination and a hostile work 
environment that she attributed 
to Hagerott’s poor leadership.

Feldner’s allegations renew 
claims made in a recently sur-
faced 2016 internal sta�  study that 
painted an unfl attering picture of 
Hagerott as a militaristic leader 
who treated male sta�  members 
better than their female counter-
parts. A copy of the labor fi lings 
was obtained Wednesday, a day 
after a newly completed NDUS 
o�  ce climate report was released 
to the system’s governing board. 
That report outlined a healthier, 
more professional environment 
led by a chancellor who members 
of the State Board of Higher Edu-
cation said had been the focus of 
a serious coaching e� ort. Feldner, 
who was fi red by the chancellor 
“without cause” in September, al-
leges that nothing improved under 
Hagerott’s leadership — and that, 
when issues were brought to SBHE 
leaders, they were written o� .

Feldner states in her narrative 
that SBHE leaders were made 
aware of problems in the o�  ce 
early on, including in a conver-
sation in September 2015 when 
then-board Chair Kathleen Neset 
allegedly said the SBHE couldn’t 
have another failure in the chan-
cellor position after the short, con-
troversial tenure of previous leader 
Hamid Shirvani. With the stakes 
set high, Feldner wrote that she 
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For many people in Bismarck-Mandan the ideal way to begin Thanksgiving is the Turkey Trot and on Thursday morning more than 2,000 joined in the 5K 
walk, 5K and 10K runs to benefi t Cystic Fibrosis Association of North Dakota. For more photos of the 28th annual Turkey Trot go to www.bismarcktribune.
com.

Complaint 
filed against 
NDUS leader

JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 PALM BEACH, Fla. — President 
Donald Trump thanked U.S. troops 
for their service on Thursday, as-
suring them “we’re really winning” 
against America’s foes as he cele-
brated Thanksgiving at his private 
club in Florida and provided lunch 

for Coast Guard men and women on 
duty for the holiday.

Using the occasion to pat himself 
on the back, Trump told deployed 
military members via a video con-
ference that they’ve achieved more 
progress in Afghanistan and against 
the Islamic State group under his 
watch than had been made in years 

of the previous administration.
“Everybody’s talking about the 

progress you’ve made in the last 
few months since I opened it up,” he 
told the 1st Brigade Combat Team of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, whose 
members are conducting operations 
in Kandahar, Afghanistan. “We’re 
being talked about again as an armed 

forces — we’re really winning.”
Speaking from a gilded room at 

his Mar-a-Lago club, Trump said: 
“We’re not fi ghting anymore to just 
walk around, we’re fi ghting to win, 
and you people are really, you’ve 
turned it around over the last three 
to four months like nobody’s seen, 
and they are talking about it, so 

thank you very much.”
Turning to the 74th Expedition-

ary Fighters Squadron based at the 
Incirlik Air Base in Turkey, Trump 
suggested the Obama administra-
tion hadn’t allowed soldiers on the 
ground to do their jobs.

Trump credits troops for military advances

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Lezlee Johnson says her 
bias runs in favor of trees. 
Fortunately for her, she’s a 
forest health manager with 
the North Dakota Forest 
Service. 

Yes, North Dakota, where 
about 1.8 percent of the 
state’s area is native forest.

“The trees we have are 
extra important partly be-

cause of that,” she said.
Now the North Dakota 

Forest Service will inves-
tigate how extensive the 
state’s tree resources are, 
relying on data from the 
Great Plains Initiative II. 
The project with Kansas, 
Nebraska and South Da-
kota maps tree cover on the 
Northern Plains with aerial 
imagery analyzed into data.

North Dakota has few 
forests, largely found in the 
Turtle Mountains, Killdeer 
Mountains and various 
river valleys.

The state’s inhospitable 
weather, winters and soils 

not conducive to traditional 
forests are largely why, ac-
cording to Tom Claeys, for-
estry and fi re management 
team leader with the North 
Dakota Forest Service. 

Still, the state has many 
windbreaks planted since 
the Dust Bowl, but that in-
frastructure is aging. 

“We’re really interested 
in what’s out there and 
what condition it’s in,” 
Claeys said.

Johnson said she’s spo-
ken with landowners 
concerned about their 
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From the ground up: Aerial 
project maps trees in N.D.
Project data will
provide analysis
on windbreaks
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Most of North Dakota’s native forests line the banks of the 
many creeks and rivers, such as in this aerial view of the 
Missouri River south of Bismarck. The North Dakota Forest 
Service is joining the forest service departments of Kansas, 
Nebraska and South Dakota to map native forests as part of 
the Great Plains Initiative II. 

Chancellor based 
treatment on gender, 
age, ex-deputy claims
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SHOP SMALL,
WIN BIG!

Look inside to see how you can
win one of five $100 gift cards!

No purchase necessary to win.


