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 Westerly winds brought thick, 
fog-like smoke from Montana 
wildfi res into the Bismarck-Man-
dan area and most of western 
North Dakota on Wednesday.

The smoke brought with it air 
quality issues, prompting the 
North Dakota Department of 
Health’s Division of Air Quality to 
categorize the air as “unhealthy,” 
which means people should stay 
indoors. Local meteorologists 
expect smoky conditions to con-
tinue, though it shouldn’t be as bad 
as Wednesday.

“It’s always hard to tell,” said Na-
tional Weather Service Bismarck 
meteorologist Alex Edwards. 
“Smoke likes to stick around in 
valleys … It’s more waiting and 

seeing.”
Bismarck Public Schools can-

celed outdoor recess on Wednes-

day and limited the duration of its 
after-school activities. Dickinson 
Public Schools also moved recess 

and all sports practices inside on 
Wednesday.

The local hospitals in Bismarck 
reported several people came in 
with smoke-related symptoms, 
but there was not a huge spike in 
hospital visits; two patients went 
into the CHI St. Alexius Health 
Mandan Medical Plaza, and a 
higher than usual number of pa-
tients were seen at Sanford Health 
for respiratory illnesses that could 
be due to smoke in the air, accord-
ing to spokespeople for both hos-
pitals.

As of 4 p.m. Wednesday, the 
western and central half of the 
state was colored red, or “un-
healthy,” on a map signifying cur-
rent air conditions.

Chuck Hyatt, manager of the 
data collection and analysis group 
with the division air quality, said 
particulate matter, components 
of wildfi re smoke or fi ne particles 
that can move deeply into your 
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 Two new Bank of North Dakota 
loan programs approved Wednes-
day by the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission will help livestock pro-
ducers a� ected by the drought.

The state-owned bank will o� er 
the Breeding Stock Rebuilding Pro-
gram, helping producers buy cattle 
to rebuild breeding stock to average 
levels before the drought.

A second loan, the Feed Cost Pro-
gram, will help livestock producers 
buy feed if they can demonstrate an 
expected shortfall.

“The economic impact of this 
drought on livestock producers in 
our state has been signifi cant,” said 
Gov. Doug Burgum, chairman of the 
Industrial Commission, in a state-
ment. “These programs address not 

Smoke could linger
MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

The playground at Liberty Elementary School in northwest Bismarck is empty Wednesday morning after the Bismarck Public Schools canceled recess and 
kept students indoors due to the low air quality caused by smoke from fi res in Montana. 

Loan 
programs 
approved
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 Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp 
announced Wednesday she is run-
ning for re-election in 2018, a de-
cision she says was cemented the 
night before while attending a din-
ner with President Donald Trump.

“I really felt last night that there’s 
an opportunity to do some good bi-
partisan work,” Heitkamp said in an 
interview with The Bismarck Tri-

bune. “If I didn’t think I was get-
ting things done, I don’t know that 
I’d want to stay here.”

Many Republicans, including op-
ponent state Sen. Tom Campbell, 
said her announcement was not sur-
prising, citing the $3 million she’s 
raised in campaign funds. Heitkamp 
said she made her announcement 
Wednesday to answer the questions 
she’s been getting about her plans.

“A lot of people speculated, ‘She’s 
already made up her mind.’ That’s 
not true,” Heitkamp said. “I don’t 
think preparation is equal to deci-
sion.”

Heitkamp, North Dakota’s only 
Democrat to hold statewide elected 
o�  ce, has held the Senate seat since 
2013 after narrowly defeating Re-
publican Rick Berg.

Heitkamp has been in the na-
tional spotlight recently, last 
week fl ying on Air Force One with 
Trump to Mandan, where the pres-
ident brought her on stage during 
his speech and called her a “good 
woman.”

She was one of three Democrats 
invited to the White House on Tues-
day night to discuss tax reform.

“I’d love to see a broad, bi-parti-

san tax reduction bill that really pro-
vides benefi ts to the middle class,” 
Heitkamp said.

She cited her e� orts to support 
lifting the oil export ban, respond-
ing to concerns about the opioid cri-
sis and fi ghting to improve lives for 
Native American children as some 
of her accomplishments.

“We have a pretty good record and 
I’d like to continue that work be-
cause there’s so much more to do,” 
Heitkamp said.

Kelly Armstrong, chairman of 
the state Republican Party, said he 
thinks Heitkamp is going to have a 

tough time explaining some of her 
votes to North Dakotans. Specif-
ically, he mentioned Heitkamp’s 
vote against repealing methane 
emissions, which many criticized 
as a vote against the energy industry.

Heitkamp said, at the time, her 
vote was infl uenced by the position 
of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Ari-
kara Nation, which would have been 
most a� ected by the rule.

Campbell, of Grafton, is the only 
Republican who has announced he’s 
running, but several are rumored to 

Heitkamp to run again
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 HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — Eight pa-
tients at a sweltering nursing home 
died after Hurricane Irma knocked 
out the air conditioning, raising 
fears Wednesday about the safety 
of Florida’s 4 million senior citizens 
amid power outages that could last 
for days.

Hollywood Police Chief Tom San-
chez said investigators believe the 
deaths at the Rehabilitation Center 
at Hollywood Hills were heat-re-
lated, and added: “The building has 
been sealed o�  and we are conduct-
ing a criminal investigation.”

Deaths 
in Irma’s 
sweltering 
aftermath

Decision cemented during 
a dinner with Trump

Winds bring fog-like
smoke from Montana
to Bismarck-Mandan
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Smoke from wildfi res in western Montana was visible in Bismarck 
Wednesday morning.

Help to be provided for 
drought-stricken ranchers
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